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That was our mission. The wounded 
urged us on, shouting, ‘Keep going! Keep 
going!’

“Continuous fire pounded us. From 
above, German aircraft strafed us. From 
the cliff tops, enemy machine guns 
shelled us. As we inched forward through 
the sand dunes, land mines exploded. We 
didn’t get very far. The night of June 6th 
we were still on the beach. I was on the 
front line, just on top of the ridge. I could 
have thrown a rock into the ocean.”

Miraculously, the 29th Division scaled 
the cliffs and secured Omaha Beach.

Walter led a 40-man platoon, of whom 
all but four were lost. “Some of my men 
froze-only 17, 18, 19-year olds, with very 
little training. I’m alive today because of 
my Ranger training with the British Com-

On D-Day, June 6, 1944, Walter Hed-
lund, then a sergeant, U.S. Army, 29th 
Infantry Division, 3rd Battalion, 115th 
Regiment, Company I, stormed Omaha 
Beach in Normandy—part of the second 
assault wave. 

“The first assault wave, our own 116th 
Regiment, was slaughtered by the Ger-
mans. They never got beyond the beach,” 
said the Lowell-born native now living in 
Chelmsford.

“When we waded ashore through chest-
high surf, the beach was lined with the 
dead, the wounded, and floating vehicles. 
There was mass confusion. We had to go 
through them—unable to stop and help—
because we had to get off that beach, 
climb steep cliffs, and secure the beach. 
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D-Day hero 2nd Lieutenant Walter R. 
Hedlund, Jr., U.S. Army, 29th Infantry 
Div., 3rd Battalion, 115th Regiment, 
Company I, was in the second assault 
wave on the D-Day invasion of Omaha 
Beach on June 6, 1944, during the 
Allied invasion of Europe, WWII. He 
trained and served six months with the 
British Commandos. Highly decorated, he 
received three Purple Hearts, Silver Star, 
two Bronze medals, four Battle Stars, and 
the rare Battlefield Commission to 2nd 
Lieutenant for “sensational leadership 
under extremely confusing circumstances” 
in the attack on Hill 81, Brest, France. 
He was recommended for the Medal of 
Honor. In April, the French Consul General 
presented him with the French Legion of 
Honor-Chevalier. Other awards: Combat 
Infantry Badge, Presidential Unit Citation 
for his Company for heroic action on 
D-Day. 
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“So you think that money is the root of all evil? . . . Have you ever asked what is 
the root of money? Money is a tool of exchange, which can’t exist unless there 
are goods produced and men able to produce them. Money is the material shape 
of the principle that men who wish to deal with one another must deal by trade 
and give value for value. Money is not the tool of the moochers, who claim your 
product by tears, or of the looters, who take it from you by force. Money is made 
possible only by the men who produce. Is this what you consider evil?” Ayn Rand, 
For the New Intellectual

“If you ask me to name the proudest distinction of Americans, I would choose – 
because it contains all the others – the fact that they were the people who created 
the phrase ‘to make money.’ No other language or nation had ever used these 
words before; men had always thought of wealth as a static quantity – to be seized, 
begged, inherited, shared, looted or obtained as a favor. Americans were the first 
to understand that wealth has to be created. The words ‘to make money’ hold the 
essence of human morality.”  Francisco d’Anconia, Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand

Classical Liberalism vs. Statism: Just A Difference of Opinion?

wants to paint it red and the other wants to 
paint it blue. Whoever wins gets to pick the 
color … that is symmetry.

Or, if you prefer a more substantial 
disagreement, suppose each side wants to 
steal the property of the other. If Side A 
wins they get to steal Side B’s property and 
vice versa. These outcomes are symmetric.

But the contest between statists and clas-
sical liberals is fundamentally different. 
If statists and their bribed supporters win, 
they claim the right to steal the property 
of their opponents. If the Classic liberals 
win, they don’t claim the right to steal the 
property of the statists or their thieving 
supporters; they merely get to live in peace 
with everyone’s property rights respected. 

This is not symmetric! The statists’ 
gambit is reminiscent of the negotiating 
perspective of the Soviets during the Cold 
War: “What’s mine is mine; what’s yours is 
negotiable!”

But the difference is even more pro-
found. 

If the statists win, those who want to live 
in a society where their property rights are 
respected cannot do so. 

But if the philosophy of classical liberals 
is victorious, statists are still free to join a 
commune. They can give up their property 
rights and assign them to the commune. 

The commune can then take the property 
of all commune members and decide how 
it is used or distributed based on whatever 
communal rules are agreed to. 

Communism is legal in a free society; 
its reach is just limited to those who freely 
choose to join in. What statists cannot do in 
a free society is steal the property of those 
who choose not to join the commune.

This lack of symmetry is fundamental. 
If classic liberals win the political con-

test, everyone has the opportunity to live in 
a social arrangement of their choice with 
others who willingly join in that arrange-
ment. 

If statists win, one group is granted a le-
gal sanction to subjugate others and violate 
their basic human rights.

Don’t be fooled when statists lecture us 
about rights. When statists discuss rights, 
they are championing the right of their 
gang to subjugate those who oppose them 
and to steal the property of those they 
target to service the “needs” of their gang 
members. 

There was a time when we had a Consti-
tution that protected individual rights and 
that would prohibit this outcome. Those 
days are gone. They have disappeared in 
America’s rear view mirror. 

We no longer live in a republic, but in 
a democracy where the majority rules and 
the minority IS ruled. 

Decision making in a true democracy is 
rarely symmetric. When lunchtime rolls 
around in a democratic paradise, be sure 
you are the wolf … not the sheep.

Dr. Charles Ormsby 
VALLEY PATRIOT EDITOR

THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX

They further understand that to be pro-
ductive requires the expenditure of effort 
and exposure to risk, both of which are 
less likely to be undertaken if the products 
produced are stolen or their use subject to 
arbitrary restrictions. 

Violating property rights is immoral. Its 
practical effect is to discourage production 
and lower a society’s standard of living. 
As the constraints on government thiev-
ery loosen and the grip of statist tyrants 
tightens, society descends into chaos and 
poverty.

So much for the difference of opinion 
between statists and classical liberals. 

But is it merely a difference of opinion 
or is something more fundamental in-
volved?

Let’s examine the typical reaction to 
election results. It often appears that elec-
tion outcomes are viewed like the outcome 
of a sporting event. Team A won or Team 
B won. 

But the philosophical/political battle 
between statists and classical liberals is not 
like a football game or an arm wrestling 
contest. The consequences are not sym-
metric.

Consider the following: 
What if a political contest boiled down 

to a disagreement concerning the color that 
should be used to paint town hall? One side 

Morality has many dimensions … from 
making the conscious choice to exercise 
one’s rational faculties and then choosing 
non-contradictory values that sustain and 
enhance one’s life, to expending the physi-
cal and mental effort necessary to preserve 
one’s life and promote happiness. Choosing 
to be productive – creating products and/
or services that help to sustain life – repre-
sents a profoundly moral choice.

Money is a medium that facilitates the 
exchange of goods and services and that 
provides a mechanism for storing value. 

The amount of money one makes is a 
direct measure of productivity and there-
fore morality. 

What is not moral is employing force 
or fraud to expropriate the property of 
those who have produced that property or 
acquired it by mutual consent. Doing so (or 
encouraging such actions) is profoundly 
immoral.

The primary focus of statists is to take 
control of the institutions of government 
and then use the government’s monopoly 
on the use of force to expropriate the prop-
erty of others. To attain and sustain such 
power, statists use the stolen property – and 
promises of future loot – to bribe legions of 
supporters.

The statists that today control our 
government along with those who are the 
recipients of the stolen property represent 
a criminal alliance on a massive scale. The 
producers, those who are primarily respon-
sible for the success of human life on this 
planet, are the victims.

Classical liberals (not to be confused 
with those typically described as liberals 
for the last 75 years) represent an antipodal 
philosophy. They understand that produc-
tive activity is fundamentally moral and 
that producers have a human right to retain 
and use the products of their efforts as they 
see fit as long as that use does not infringe 
on the rights of others to do the same. 

Dr. Charles Ormsby served two 
terms on the North Andover School 
Committee, co-founded of the North 
Andover Taxpayers Association, is 
a a co-founder of and columnist 
for The Valley Patriot, broadcasts 

weekly opinion pieces for WCAP (980 AM) in 
Lowell, and is a faculty member in the Department 
of Mathematical Sciences at the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell. Dr. Ormsby is a graduate 
of Cornell and has a doctorate degree from MIT. 
You can email him at ccormsby@verizon.net 
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Still No Investigation, No Answers on Atkinson Scandal

I am happy to reflect on the fact that as a 
young man I was in a number of what were 
then called “advanced” courses. I excelled 
in English, history and social science and 
the Philadelphia school system provided 
me with an opportunity to delve deeper 
and more fully in to the subjects which 
really captured my attention. Similar op-
portunities were provided to students who 
had passions for math, biology, chemistry 
and the like. Some of the school districts 
in Pennsylvania referred to these courses 
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as “honors” while some called them 
“advanced” or “accelerated” or “AP”. 
Whatever the name, the opportunity was 
presented for students to get additional 
education and encouragement.

Fast forward about forty years, and 
I find myself sitting in the library at 
Swampscott Middle School listening to 
the school’s principal and vice-principal 
lecture parents on why the decision to 
eliminate the seventh grade honors math 
course is somehow a very good thing.

Two days before the start of summer va-
cation, parents of students at Swampscott 

Middle School were invited to this special 
meeting called by the principal. 

The reasoning behind this hastily ar-
ranged meeting seems to be that students 
had come home from school and told 
their parents that the seventh grade honors 
program in math had been eliminated. 
Students who had worked extremely hard 
through lower grades, consistently doing 
extra work in math and striving to achieve 
exceptional scores in both classroom 
testing and the MCAS assessments were 
now being told that their hard work was 
for naught. Students who were rightfully 
proud and happy knowing that they had 
earned the right to be placed in the seventh 
grade honors math class had those dreams 
squashed as they were being told that the 
entire program was slated to be dumped.

During the meeting, the principal 
repeatedly told parents that he and his 
math staff had discussed the elimination 
of the seventh grade honors math program 
throughout the school year. Why then, we 
as parents wanted to know, had he decided 
to spring this on us just 48 hours before the 
end of the school year? 

Among the reasons stated as to why the 
seventh grade honors math class was being 
scratched were: not all students get in to 
it, some of the students who do get in to 
it are not really prepared for it and having 
the higher achieving students kept in the 
same class with lower achieving class was 
actually good for both of them. Perhaps 
the most surreal explanation came from 

No Honors For You!

Jeff Katz is a for-
mer police officer, for-
mer talk show host on 
Talk1200AM and won 
the Associated Press 
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When it was learned weeks ago that 
Methuen City Attorney Peter McQuillan 
was sending text and email messages to 
Councilor Jamie Atkinson during a public 
hearing to influence his questions and his 
votes, we expected a full investigation. 

At issue was Attorney Richard 
D’Agostino, who was applying to replace 
McQuillan as city solicitor after the council 
voted not to renew McQuillan’s contract. 
While D’Agostino was being questioned at 
a public hearing, McQuillan was feeding 
questions and damaging information to 
Councilor Atkinson in an attempt to stop 
D’Agostino from getting the job. 

We expected officials to find out all the 
facts surrounding Councilor Atkinson’s 
advocacy of McQuillan and his efforts to 
defame Richard D’Agostino, which tainted 
the process of hiring his replacement. 

We expected the city council, the mayor 
and the chief of police to ask the questions 
that Methuen residents have been ask-
ing since the Jamie Atkinson scandal was 

all over again, so he could fight to get his 
job back?

Were laws broken? City policies? Ethics 
violations?

It seems Methuen residents will never 
know the answers to these questions 
because the council refused to accept 
Councilor Tom Ciulla’s motion for a full 
investigation into the shenanigans of 
Councilor Jamie Atkinson and Solicitor 
McQuillan. 

Whether you like former City of Law-
rence Attorney Richard D’Agostino or you 
don’t, whether you favored his appoint-
ment to replace McQuillan or not, no ap-
plicant for a city job should be treated the 
way Rick D’Agostino was treated. 

Everyone who applies and goes through 
the hiring process for any city job must 
do so knowing that the process is fair, and 
there isn’t anyone stacking the deck behind 
the scenes to favor or exclude anyone. 

We understand that some on the council 
may want to shy away from something as 

controversial as an investigation into an 
elected official in an election year. 

However, the people of Methuen deserve 
to know the truth whether it’s an election 
year or not. 

We urge the Methuen City Council to 
reconsider investigating what really hap-
pened in the Councilor Jamie Atkinson 
scandal.

We urge them to ask the relevant ques-
tions, determine how deep this goes, and 
how many other cases of conflict of inter-
est Atkinson and McQuillan have been 
involved in.

The public must be confident that their 
elected officials are making decisions 
based only on the merits of the candidates 
or proposals in front of them, not who they 
are friends with or who they made deals 
with behind the scenes. 

Methuen voters are not getting the an-
swers they deserve. The city council owes 
it to them to get those answers. 

brought to light. 
Questions like: 
Since McQuillan was still on the job 

awaiting a replacement, was a city cell 
phone or computer used to influence Atkin-
son’s vote?

Was there collusion between Atkinson 
and McQuillan to destroy Attorney Richard 
D’Agostino’s reputation?

Did Councilor Jamie Atkinson know 
about McQuillan contacting Richard 
D’Agostino’s references to get them to 
retract their letters of recommendation? 
Did Atkinson participate in scuttling 
D’Agostino’s application for city solicitor? 

 Did McQuillan use city cell phones or 
computers to orchestrate Lawrence Mayor 
Lantigua’s letter to the council attacking 
D’Agostino the day before his hearing? 

Did Councilor Jamie Atkinson know 
about, or participate in, McQuillan’s 
misdeeds and further McQuillan’s agenda: 
which was to force the Methuen Council to 
repost the job and start the hiring process 

Recently voted #1 in Legal Services by WCCM. 

the vice-principal who stated that the sev-
enth grade honors math class was actually 
the same curriculum as the regular class 
but was presented at an accelerated pace, 
so it was “not really an honors course” 
and therefore should be ditched. He then 
followed that up by advising all of us that 
the eighth grade honors math course was 
the same curriculum as the regular class 
but presented at an accelerated pace and 
therefore was “really an honors course.”

Despite assurances from the principal 
that he was listening to parents and that 
all of these decisions would rest squarely 
on his shoulders, the message was clear, 
at least to me, that the decision to scuttle 
the seventh grade honors program in math 
had already been made long before this 
meeting and that no concrete plans had 
been established on training teachers how 
to effectively teach a brand new curricu-
lum (the so-called CMP3) or to properly 
meet the needs of both under-performing 
and over-performing students in the same 
classroom. 
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benefit programs;
• Requires the development of a system 

in which DTA will work with law en-
forcement agencies to use fingerprinting 
comparisons in instances of trafficking 
and fraud; 

• Prohibits out-of-state EBT card use, 
except in states contiguous to Massachu-
setts; 

• Requires businesses to apply online to 
accept EBT cards at point of sale;

• Requires the DTA to submit its annual 
report the House and Senate Committees 
on Ways and Means on or before Novem-
ber 1st of each year.

In addition to the welfare reform mea-
sures, the bill authorizes $56 million for 
road-clearing bills, $10 million for the 
summer jobs program and $13.5 million 
to cover the costs of state and municipal 
elections. This legislation also provides 
funds for victims of the marathon bomb-
ing to help modify their homes or move 
into more accessible housing.

The bill now moves to the Senate.

Representative DiZoglio Votes to Strengthen EBT Enforcement
Department of Transitional Assistance and 
require thorough verification procedures 
while rooting out anyone abusing public 
benefits.”

“Having co-sponsored five bills to 
improve the EBT system, I am delighted 
we passed legislation on such critical mea-
sures,” said DiZoglio. “I want to thank 
Chairman Dempsey for his exemplary 
leadership in ensuring this long-overdue 
reform, designed to target EBT abuses 
while also continuing to support the Com-
monwealth’s most important programs, 
comes to fruition.”

Since 2011 the House has enacted 
numerous welfare reforms including 
prohibiting certain purchases using EBT 
cards and criminalizing the use of an EBT 
card in any manner not authorized by law. 
The new legislation includes the following 
measures:

 • Requires a photo ID on EBT cards for 
each eligible household member over the 
age of 18 and establishes a timeframe for 
implementation;

• Establishes a Bureau of Program 
Integrity within the Executive Office of 
Health and Human Services (EOHHS) 
to monitor and correct deficiencies in the 
programs administered by the office;

• Requires the EOHHS to create a 
computerized integrated eligibility system 
to monitor eligibility before funds are 
dispersed;

• Establishes a state verification and 
eligibility task force made up of the State 
Auditor, Attorney General, Inspector 
General, Treasurer, and Secretary of Ad-
ministration and Finance. The task force 
will coordinate efforts with the Bureau of 
Program Integrity;

• Allows for the sharing of tax return 
information with agencies that provide 
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BOSTON – State Representative Diana 
DiZoglio (D-Methuen) joined her col-
leagues in the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives in passing legislation that 
provides immediate funds for reforms to 
the electronic benefit transfer (EBT) sys-
tem and the Department of Transitional 
Assistance (DTA).

The bill updates EBT oversight mea-
sures included in the FY ’14 budget and 
advances continuous efforts by the House 
to address and prevent EBT abuse. The 
legislation also allocates supplementary 
funds for existing appropriations and 
projects.

“I congratulate Chairman Dempsey and 
the House Ways and Means Committee 
for their work on this important bill,” said 
House Speaker Robert A. DeLeo (D-Win-
throp). “EBT reform has been a top prior-
ity of the House for many years and I’m 
proud we were able to take immediate ac-
tion to again further our efforts. Through 

this bill we are affirming our commitment 
to stopping fraud while supporting those 
who need it most.”

“This supplemental budget will ensure 
funding to safeguard statewide programs 
that provide integral support to vulner-
able segments of the population, like the 
Hotel/Motel Emergency Shelter program 
for homeless families, the newly created 
home modification grant program for 
victims of the Boston Marathon bomb-
ings who have lost limbs, and the Summer 
Jobs program. Funding is also included 
to meet our obligations for the Snow and 
Ice Removal program,” said Representa-
tive Brian S. Dempsey, (D-Haverhill) 
Chairman of the House Committee on 
Ways and Means. “Additionally, under the 
leadership of Speaker DeLeo, the House 
continues to make strides in addressing 
the issue of fraud and abuse in the EBT 
system. We implement strong, targeted 
policies that establish oversight of the 

184 Pleasant Valley St. Suite 1-102, Methuen

Dave
Guselli

www.firstchoicerealtygroup.com

Office:  
(978) 689-8006

Representative Jim Lyons (R-Andover) 
reports that Andover, Tewksbury, Box-
ford, and North Andover will receive an 
increase in Local Aid in Fiscal Year 2014. 

“When I was first elected State Repre-
sentative in 2010, I promised that Lo-
cal Aid would be my top priority,” said 
Lyons. “I have fought tirelessly for more 
equitable funding for our communities, 
and am pleased to announce that we have 
secured an increase in Local Aid funding 
for the third consecutive fiscal year. 

“This,” Lyons added, “marks a remark-
able turnaround for the taxpayers and 
communities of our state. Up until the 
year 2011, the Patrick administration 
continually cut local aid to our cities and 
towns. Today, we are making real progress 

toward correcting the damage inflicted by 
those unwise Local Aid cuts.”

Lyons is the legislative sponsor of H441 
An Act Relative to Target Share Funding, 
a bill providing that Chapter 70 funding 
for education be funded at the target of 
17.5% of the District Foundation Budget. 
“The 2014 increase is another step to-

Representative Lyons Reports Increases in Local Aid

wards achieving the goal of fully funding 
Target Share,” remarked Lyons. “I will 
continue to work with Republicans and 
Democrats to secure the appropriate level 
of funding for our communities.”

“Our most vital services,” Lyons said, 
“are provided through our local commu-
nities: education, police, fire, libraries, 

public works, and public safety. 
“With this Local Aid increase,” Ly-

ons concluded, “we are moving forward 
towards properly funding our communi-
ties and ensuring that vital local services 
achieve more secure and predictable state 
funding. I am fully committed to continue 
working in the Legislature to strengthen 
the Local Aid budget.”

Within the 18th Essex district, the increases for the local communities are as follows:
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 Summer Schedule: 
 Mon, Tue, Wed, & Thu, 4:30pm

 ALL ages and  
abilities welcome!

Call for a consultation today!!

Criminal Defense
Divorce & Custody

Bankruptcy
Wills & Trusts

Tel. 978-686-9800

HARVEY, KLEGER  
& THOMAS

reasonable rates for high 
quality representation

attorneyharvey@hktlaw.net

THREATENED BY FORECLOSURE?

184 Pleasant Valley St.
Methuen, MA 01844

for women. Young at “Heart”: More Rea-
sons for Women’s Longevity. “The process 
of aging is different for men and women for 
many reasons. Women have more estrogen 
than men which seems to protect them from 
cardiovascular disease until menopause.” 
Women are also relatively iron-deficient 
compared to men, another factor which can 
protect against heart disease. Tom Perls, 
founder of the New England Centenarian 
Study at Boston University, notes that men 
are more likely to smoke, eat foods that 
lead to high cholesterol, and have unhealthy 
stress coping habits. Also, he points out, 
men are more likely to die earlier in life, 
with raging testosterone levels leading to 
risky and potentially dangerous behavior. 
Longevity Tips for Boosting the Immune 
System: The good news, according to Tom 
Perls, is that about 70 percent of variation 

in longevity is probably due to environmen-
tal factors, while only 30 percent is due to 
genetics. That means we have more control 
over our longevity than we realize. If we 
help our older adults and children incor-
porate positive habits, like eating a heart 
healthy diet, quitting smoking, reducing 
stress, and getting plenty of exercise, we’ll 
not only be boosting their immune sys-
tems—we’ll be doing our part to ensure they 
live long and healthy lives.

Medical Transport Volunteer Drivers are 
needed! You can set your own schedule, 
morning or afternoon, any day of the week. 
Call the North Andover Senior Center for 
more information. Speak with Cahla at 978-
688-9560 for application and assistance. 

“Wonderettes” @ The Stoneham Theatre 
$33 Bus & show (show date is July 17) Bus 
leaves Senior Center at 1 p.m.

Foxwoods Trip – Cancelled for July and 
August 

Ice Cream Social – (Free) 12:15 Fri. 7/12 
@ The NA Senior Center hosted by Senior 
Helpers, Ashland Farms & Methuen Health 
and Rehabilitation (sign up required)

Supper Club- July 11th Horseshoe Grille 
No. Reading Bus $2 Reservation for 5 p.m. 
Order off menu – separate checks, sign up 
after July 1st

State House Visit – July 16th (free) Bus 
leaves 9 a.m.

Lecture Series: 10-11:30am, July 8th, 
Cathy Darby, Town of NA Human Resourc-
es Director 

Line Dancing – Friday classes beginning 
July 26th. $6 ea or $24 for a 6-week session 
2-3 p.m.

News & Views: Every Wednesday at 
10–11:30. Come and join in the lively 
discussion of current events, politics, history 
and you never know what else?

Mr. Fix It: First and third Monday of the 
month 12-3pm. We repair almost as good as 
new. Lamps, with cords and sockets, replace 
watch batteries, small tables and chairs. 
Anything that is not listed, we will give it 
a shot! Your cost is $2 - $4 depending on 
work needed, plus parts. Proceeds benefit 
the Senior Center. July 15th 

Walk in Clinic: The North Andover Senior 

Women outlive men by about five years, 
on average, according to the most recent 
data from the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Longevity researchers 
know that the reasons for women’s higher 
lifespan are complex, with genetic, hor-
monal, psychological and sociological 
factors all playing a role. Japanese scien-
tists have confirmed that women’s immune 
systems age more slowly, contributing to the 
complex of factors that make women live 
longer. Of course, the more scientists learn 
about longevity, the more we can pinpoint 
strategies for healthy aging for both genders. 
Women’s Immune Systems Stay Healthier 
Longer: there are marked differences in the 
way the immune system ages in men and 
women. They also reported an age-related 
decline in red blood cells for men—but not 

Notices From the North Andover Senior Center

Center and Home Health Inc/VNA operate 
a wellness clinic every Wednesday from 9 
am until noon. If you are a North Andover 
Senior, we urge you to take advantage of 
this opportunity to check your blood pres-
sure, blood sugar, weight and blood oxygen 
level. Consult privately with an RN regard-
ing any medication and health issues that 
you are concerned about. There is no charge 
for this service, but donations are gratefully 
accepted. 

Hearing Clinic: July 17th Miracle-Ear 
will be at the North Andover Senior Center 
the 3rd Wed of the month, 10 to noon. Sign 
up with reception for a free screening. 

On Thursday, August 8th, the Center at 
Punchard (Senior Center) will be host to 
James Van Der Pol, of Andover, who will 
speak about his experiences as a teenager, 
growing up in Holland under Nazi occupa-
tion.   His book about this time in his life 
is a first hand story of what it was like to 
be a young person at this time.  The stories 
of his life and coming of age, under this 
oppressive and dangerous period, are very 
intriguing.  He has spoken of these experi-
ences and relates how necessary it is to be 
a responsible citizen in a democracy.  He 
has had a very interesting career, and in 
retirement has written the book,

And the Money Went Over the Railing.  
He will be at the Center, at 1:30 pm on 

August 8th, there will be a $3.00 charge.

“We live in uncertain times”, wrote W. 
Somerset Maugham in The Summing Up. 
But, this is always the way life goes. After at-
tending graduations this year, I have thought 
about our younger generations and the world 
into which they are marching forward. At this 
time, I also remember reading what the world 
in 1776 was like for the colonists of Britain 
in America.

We celebrate July 4th each year with 
parades, reading the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, fireworks, cookouts, families and 
friends gathering for a good time. According 
to Benjamin Franklin, this was the way he 
envisioned the citizens of the new coun-
try would celebrate the anniversary of the 
country, forged through blood and strife of 
the patriots.

The historians tell us that when the rebels 
threw off the ties from Great Britain, about 
one third of the country were for the revolu-
tion, one third were loyalists (Tories) and one 
third were indifferent. 

Andover and Essex County were well 
represented in this war. Many months prior to 
the war, the men of this area trained in their 
local towns as a militia, ready at a moments 
notice to defend their homes and way of life. 
When the Battle at Concord Bridge began on 
April 19, 1775, over 400 men from this area 
were ready for battle, and marched towards 
Boston as the war began. Many of the patriots 
fought the Battle of Breeds Hill (Bunker Hill) 
and several fought with George Washington, 
staying at Valley Forge, through that terrible 
winter.

The Year was 1776
Anne Knowles 

VALLEY PATRIOT ANDOVER COLUMNIST

At this point in time, there are many seri-
ous matters of contention facing our country 
and the world at large. Our children will face 
these issues, and how they deal with them 
should be of vital concern to all the citizens 
of our country. The answers to these prob-
lems will depend on how all the citizens of 
our country understand the great responsibil-
ity they will inherit, and what it means to be 
an American.

As residents of Andover, we can be proud 
of the dedication, vitality, and understanding 
that shows in the quality of our young people. 
They will face the issues of this world, and 
deal with them that would make the Patriots 
of 1776 proud.

ANDOVER - NORTH ANDOVER

ZUMBA WITH 
TALLIE!

Dave
Guselli

firstchoicerealtygroup.com

Office:  
(978) 689-8006

184 Pleasant Valley St. Suite 1-102, Methuen

Do you owe more on your mortgage 
than what you believe your 
property is currently worth?

Call for a Free Current 
Property Analysis Today! 

Exit Realty Group in Newburport

Specializing in REO Sales, 
Short Sale, Conventional 

Sales and Rentals …..

Servicing All of The Merrimack Valley and beyond!

KIMBERLY QUINTANA 
Licensed REALTOR 

MA & NH
Cell 978-476-1342 www.kimqreoexpert.com kimaquintana@aol.com 

Come to Our Office or I will come to you!!

Know what your options are in today’s 
market. There may be help that you 

don’t know about and I would be 
happy to speak with you.

Local Author
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City Pays DiAdamos $4M Rent 
For Building Worth $801,200

According to documents obtained by 
The Valley Patriot, Carmine and William 
DiAdamo of the DiAdamo and DiAdamo 
Law firm are not only the worker’s 
compensation attorney’s for the City of 
Lawrence, but the money they made on 
the city for rental payments of their Es-
sex Street buildings under the Lantigua 
Administration totals more than $1.25M 
in Lantigua’s first three years alone. 

From July of 2001 to November of 
2008, The DiAdamos received 101 checks 
for rental payments totaling $2.6M from 
the City of Lawrence, which averaged to 
$327,045 per year.

According to visionappraisal.com the 
assessed value of the DiAdamo building 
is $801,200 representing a mere two and a 
half years of rental payments by the City 
of Lawrence. 

The Valley Patriot still does not have 
payment records for 2009. 

All in all, the City of Lawrence has paid 
the politically connected attorneys from 
Andover more than $4M in rental pay-
ments since 2001 for the Lawrence School 
Department Central Offices. 

At last count, the city has taken posses-
sion of more than 400 abandoned proper-
ties, and still owns and maintains several 
abandoned city and school buildings, 
such as the old high school building on 
Lawrence Street, a building capable of 
housing the school administration central 
offices for free. 

Lawrence School Committeeman James 
Blatchford told The Valley Patriot that the 
Essex Street offices were a “luxury” in the 
poorest city in the state, which gets more 
than 99% of its school funding from state 
taxpayers. 

“It’s a tragedy that we are spending so 
much money housing the administration 
offices in that building,” Blatchford said. 

“We are not only paying rent for the 
building (to the DiAdamos) but we have 
paid for millions in renovations over the 
years and still pay for renovations to the 
building.” 

“We are talking drapes, furniture, 
carpeting, elevators, and everything else 
we are paying for to maintain the upkeep 
of 255 Essex Street. In effect, we are 
paying to increases the value of a building 

the city doesn’t even own. This is state 
taxpayer’s money, and I think we owe it 
to the people paying the bills to be more 
responsible with their money.”

Blatchford says that the blame for un-
necessary expenditures of millions in rent 
payments to the DiAdamos, lies squarely 
on the last administration who signed the 
ten year lease. 

“This is not the fault of the current su-
perintendent or even the current mayor,” 
Blatchford continued. 

“We are currently in the 8th or 9th 
year of a ten year lease, signed by Mayor 
Sullivan back in 2004 or 2005. We could 
have bought that building five times over 
by now.”

Blatchford says that Superintendent/Re-
ceiver Jeff Riley has expressed an interest 
in moving the central offices, perhaps to a 
city owned building, saving the city nearly 
$400,000 a year. 

“The Receiver has said more than once 
that he is already looking at alternatives 
for the administration offices. He has in-
dicated he thinks it’s a moronic idea to be 
paying so much in rent and renovations. I 
would support him in any way I could if 
we can use one of the city owned build-
ings like the old high school. We could be 
paying zero dollars in rent and would only 
have to pay for upkeep, which we are do-
ing now to someone else’s building.”

Superintendent/Receiver Jeff Riley told 
The Valley Patriot that his finances are not 
the only factor in making a decision about 
DiAdamo’s building, he says that with his 
reduction in staff at central office there is 
a need for less office space. 

“In terms of the lease of 255 Essex 
Street, because this lease is more than 

LAWRENCE

Lottery - NE Coffee - Deli - Sandwiches - TRIPOLI PIZZA - Pastry - Ice- Groceries 
Slush - Milk - Bread - Cold Cuts - Prep. Sandwiches - Salads - Beer - Wine - Cigarettes 

Cigars - Fresh Produce - KENO! - Iced Coffee - Ice Cream - Frozen Foods 

MERRIMACK CONVENIENCE STORE
NECCO  

STUDENTS, Show ID 
and get Discount!!

MERRIMACK CONVENIENCE STORE

500 A Merrimack Street - Lawrence - (978) 688-1226 in Sal’s Riverwalk Complex Next to Merrimack Valley Federal Credit Union

1/28/2010 $2,247.27 
1/28/2010 $29,955.38 
2/12/2010 $29,955.38 
3/30/2010 $29,955.38 
4/29/2010 $29,955.38 
5/27/2010 $29,955.38 
5/27/2010 $15,452.18 
6/29/2010 $29,955.38 
6/30/2010 $29,955.38 
11/12/2010 $29,955.38 
11/12/2010 $29,955.38 
11/12/2010 $29,955.38 
1/25/2011 $29,955.38 
1/11/2011 $29,955.38 
3/9/2011 $29,955.38 
3/9/2011 $29,955.38 
3/9/2011 $19,536.80 
4/25/2011 $29,955.38 
5/23/2011 $29,955.38 
9/26/2011 $29,955.38 
9/26/2011 $29,955.38 
9/26/2011 $59,910.76 
11/9/2011 $29,955.38 
11/9/2011 $29,955.38 
2/7/2012 $22,443.61 
2/9/2012 $29,955.38 
2/23/2012 $29,955.38 
2/23/2012 $29,955.38 
3/12/2012 $29,955.38 
4/24/2012 $29,955.38 
5/24/2012 $29,955.38 
6/30/2012 $29,955.38 
6/30/2012 $29,955.38 
9/11/2012 $29,955.38 
9/25/2012 $29,955.38 
10/26/2012 $29,955.38 
11/26/2012 $29,955.38 
1/25/2013 $29,955.38 
1/25/2013 $29,955.38 
1/25/2013 $25,216.57 
2/25/2013 $29,955.38 
3/21/2013 $29,955.38 
4/24/2013 $29,955.38 

DiAdamos make $1.52M in 
Rent for School Dept. 
Offices on Essex Street 
from 2010-2013 Alone

three years old, it is a municipal-related 
cost, not a school-related cost,” Riley said.

“For next year, the cost of the lease 
is paid by the City of Lawrence, not the 
Lawrence Public Schools. Nonetheless, 
this spring, I alerted the School Commit-
tee that, given our efforts to decentralize 
the schools and reduce the size of central 
office by nearly 30%, we would need to 
look closely at this lease and make a rec-
ommendation to the city about its contin-
ued viability.” 

“While we are just beginning this as-
sessment, it’s unlikely we would need as 
much space in the future,” Riley contin-
ued. 

“Obviously, there are a number of fac-
tors beyond cost that would go into a deci-
sion to end the lease at 255 Essex Street, 
including the economic development 
impact on the area, available space within 
the district given the surge we are see-
ing in enrollment, etc. If such a change is 
proposed, I will work to ensure a smooth 
transition for parents and central office 
employees.”

PLENTY OF CITY OWNED SPACE 
“We have the old high school on 

Lawrence Street which was being used to 
house students from the Oliver School,” 
School Committeeman Blatchford said 
when asked where the administrative 
offices could be moved. “Those students 
will be going back to the old Oliver 
School building next year.” 

Blatchford says it would be an ideal lo-
cation in a historical building right across 
from the common. 

“I know we used to have the superinten-
dent’s office and the other administration 

The Diadamo Law Offices on Essex St. and Appleton Way in Lawrence 
also houses the  Lawrence School Department Administrative offices and is 
located irectly behind Lawrence City Hall. The DiAdamo’s have made more 
than $4M in rent from the city since 2001. He building is valued at $801,200.  
The DiAdamo’s are also the worker’s compensation attorney’s for the city 
and have previously represented the Greater Lawrence Sanitary District 
and the Workforce Investment board. 

TOTAL   
$1,253,156.25 

  DATE             DiAdamo Payments

Tom Duggan 
VALLEY PATRIOT PUBLISHER 

Handling all your real estate needs.
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for local schools. Since it appears that the 
federal government is not taking action 
on the rising costs of college education 
or the reduction of the cost of student 
loans, this state budget includes increased 
funding for Public Higher Education in 

Massachusetts for the 
first time in a decade, 
preventing a scheduled 
4.9% tuition increase 
for next year. 

I expect that the 
Governor will return 
the budget to us with 
amendments and line 
item vetoes, asking for 
an increase in trans-
portation funding. So 
much of the budget 
debate this year has 
revolved around the 
Governor’s demand 
for more transportation 
funding, along with a 
steep increase in the 
income tax. 

In spite of the fact that the business 
community wants higher income taxes 
for transportation, it would be mistake 
to be known as the state with the highest 
income tax rate in the Country. The label 
of “Taxachusetts” is not one that we want 
to incur ever again.  

State Representative Linda Dean 
Campbell represents the cities of 
Methuen and Haverhill.She serves on the 
following Committees: Ways and Means/
Election Laws (Vice Chair)/Public Safety

She can be reached at: 617.722.2305 / 
Linda.Campbell@mahouse.gov

Linda Campbell 
METHUEN STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

METHUEN - IRISH

to his joining the Free Staters, but it was 
the suddenness and condemnatory nature 
of the move that upset them. That day in 
the church soon developed into a well de-
ducted debate. Mr. Tom Deignan stepped 
forward to defend his comrades. He did so 
very eloquently, saying in answer to Fa-
ther Scott, “the Bishops have condemned 
you” . At this point, Mrs. Costello stepped 
into the picture. She lived on the bog road 
beyond Joe McKeons’s. She requested 
Mr. Deignan to sit down, and pointed out 
that his mother would be ashamed of him. 
Then she spoke to Fr. Scott. I remember 
her words, “turn round Father, and go on 
with the Mass”, which he duly did.

The entire performance struck me with 
a strength, which the greatest author-
ity might, weis event was never spoken 
of and I remember a visiting gentleman 
trying to raise the matter. It was the most 
telling example of boycott I have ever 
encountered.

Life in Gleann went on day after day in 
a quiet uneventful way. It was incidents 
such as I have described that gave it a rare 
and exciting turbulence. Father Scott and 
Tom Deignan were very kind and love-
able men. As a child I loved them even at 
the height of their quarrel. The richness 
and vitality of our Christian culture dow 
s drastic overhauling so as to regain the 
toughness of former times. Father Ephrem 
Conway O.F.M. “In the Shadow of Carran 
Hill” pgs 167/168/169.

One of the things I remember vividly 
was when Patrick Crann was arrested 
by the British Army. My mother cooked 
breakfast for three people. She then sent 
me to ask the two officers in charge of 
Patrick to come for breakfast, and would 
they please bring Patrick Crann with 
them. She stood a little way behind to 
make sure I did everything correctly. They 
were delighted and left a half-crown each 
on leaving, as well as plenty of “billy 
leaf”. Crann recalled it many times when-
ever I met him in later years. For him, 
my mother was mistress of the situation, 
especially her calmness and dignity.

The burning of the hall was a most 
dramatic event. Gleann hall was situated 
on “the line” near the school. The Black 
and Tans did the burning. First they broke 
all the windows, and then they poured 
petrol through them. Next, they threw a 
lighted match into the hall, and it went up 
in flames. It was a thrilling sight to watch. 
I would imagine we were whisked away 
as soon as any adult noticed us.

An extraordinary thing took place one 
day in church when Father Scott was the 
new curate in Gleann. He got down to 
business immediately. Until the evening 
before his denunciation, no one knew of 
his decision to join Free Staters. Yet now 
he lay about them with the gusto of an old 
campaigner. I don’t think people objected 

Jack Doyle, County Sligo 
VALLEY PATRIOT IRISH COLUMNIST

The Merrimack Valley Irish Connection

Robert Irving 
Reverse Mortgage

Specialist 

354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk
Lawrence MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700 x15 * Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 1964

Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.
ME#CSO11110 * NMLS ID 1964

 Cell: (978) 686-0394
 24-hr. 

rhirving@gmail.com
MLO 19086

Helping Borrowers
since 2001

www.firstinteg.com

The Legislature successfully passed the 
FY14 budget Monday after a prolonged 
conference committee between the House 
and the Senate. It 
was worth the wait. I 
am pleased with the 
overall package that 
increases our Rainy 
Day fund, keeping it 
within the top four 
highest funds in the 
Country. This will be 
very important as we 
seek bonds to repair 
roads and bridges.

The budget also 
includes some im-
mediate reforms to 
target EBT fraud: the 
requirement of photo 
ID’s of each eligible 
household member 
over the age of 18, 
and the requirement for increased data 
base sharing between state and federal 
entities such as the MA Registry, MA 
Health, Social Security and law enforce-
ment. As more reforms are needed, I am 
glad that we will revisit and examine the 
Department of Transitional Assistance 
in a more comprehensive way in com-
ing months, along with work promotion 
policies. That being said, I am very sup-
portive of the fact that we are requiring 
reforms now that will have an immediate 
impact via the budget process. 

Local aid was increased slightly for the 
first time since FY 2010, and modest in-
creases were included for CH 70, funding 

State Legislature Approves 
$34 Billion Budget Memories as a Child in Gleann

BOSTON - Following a press confer-
ence that Senate President Therese Murray 
held Monday morning, the Senate is due 
to take up a comprehensive welfare reform 
bill on Thursday aimed at making state 
assistance transitional. The bill addresses 
cyclical issues that prevent recipients from 
transitioning off of welfare as well as iden-
tifying real measures in preventing fraud. 
The bill includes measures such as:

1. Requires that photo identification be 
added to electronic benefit transfer, or EBT 
cards by August 2014.

2. Requires the welfare fraud hotline 
number be issued on all newly issued EBT 
cards.

3. An employment search program that 
includes incentives for businesses who 
participate, as well as a public private 
partnership.

4. Technology upgrades that will enable 
real time authenticity of applicants, as well 
as requiring applicants sign under the pains 
and penalties of perjury.

5. Valid social security numbers will be 
requires and reduces the time allowed for 
recipients to leave the state and continue to 
receive benefits.

6. Increases work requirement exemp-
tion age from 60 to 66.

7. Reduces the allowable benefit exten-
sion beyond the 24 month benefit period 

from 6 months to 3 months.
State Senator Kathleen O’Connor Ives 

had filed legislation in January and testified 
in support of Senate Bill 61, “Act Relative 
to Welfare Reform” which would require 
electronic benefit transfer (EBT) cards bear 
recipients’ photographs on the cards in 
order to assist in confirming identity. 

A key component of O’Connor Ives’ 
proposal is for the Department of Transi-
tional Assistance to utilize the Registry of 
Motor Vehicle’s system as a repository for 
photos in order to save cost. 

In early February, the Inspector General 
released a report finding that an estimated 
$25 million in welfare funds has gone 
to individuals ineligible to receive those 
monies and State Auditor Suzanne Bump 
released a report just last week that high-
lighted a total of $2.39 million in benefits 
were distributed to the deceased.

“When fraud results in the misuse of 
these resources there are two groups on the 
losing end-the people that genuinely need 
transitional assistance and the taxpayers 
who’ve lost confidence in the process. 

This bill takes essential steps neces-
sary to combat fraud in the system while 
still assisting those that truly need this 
assistance such as elderly, disabled and 
children,” O’Connor Ives said.

Senator Ives on Welfare Reform Bill

354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk  
Lawrence, MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700 * Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 1964  

• Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.
ME#CSO11110 * NMLS ID 1964

www.firstinteg.com

24-hr. -Cell: (978) 771-2906

Steve  
Sirmaian

Chief Operations  
Manager/Owner

MLO 3520

steve@firstinteg.comSteve@firstinteg.com



You are most cordially invited to

Tom G. Ciulla
EAST DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

43rd Birthday Brunch
F U N D R A I S E R

Saturday, August 24th, 2013 - 10:30 am

Methuen Sons of Italy Hall
459 Merrimack Street

Methuen

Donation: $25 - $50 - $100

Paid for by
The Ciulla Committee

FOR ALL YOUR ESTATE PLANNING NEEDS

DIANNE M. O’BRIEN
 ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

I am a very well-qualified Estate 
Planning attorney who will make 

the process quick, easy, and  
convenient for you – meeting 

with you in your home if you wish.

• Wills
• Trusts

• Health Care Proxies
• Powers of Attorney

• Living Wills
• Probate

www.attorneyobrien.com

800 Turnpike Street, Ste. 300
North Andover, Ma 01845

978-794-5515
Flat Fees

For Estate Planning Services

COMPLIMENTARY INITIAL
CONSULTATION

Former Officer in the U.S.
Air Force Judge Advocate
General Corps – 8 Years

www.abwoodflooring.com

METHUEN * NEWBURYPORT * PORTSMOUTH, NH

300 Merrimack Street, Methuen 
(978) 686-1822

38 Markey Square, Newburyport, MA 
(978) 462-1002

90 Fleet Street, Portsmouth, NH 
(603) 373-8886

 
Dolce Freddo Gelato is a local, family-owned business 

whose goal is to offer to its customers authentic Italian 
gelato, sorbetto and cold desserts. We also serve gourmet 
espresso, cappuccino and coffee.

Authenticity, originality, freshness & outstanding 
service are our focus. Please stop by and treat yourself to 
a true taste of Italian cold desserts.

northernprocess@gmail.com

    Carol’s Pet Care
Professional All Breed Grooming

        126-1 28 Main Street North Andover, MA 01845

978-794-0744  carolspetcare.com
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ON THE ROAD AGAIN!

Drivers Needed!
Help us take Fun and Entertainment on the road!

PART TIME POSITIONS

Great hours for Seniors, Students or Others

Fun, Entertaining, Compassionate People needed to transport our 
passengers to and from work. Must have a clean driving record and 
a great personality! No need to have a special license! Hours are 
approximately 6:00 am – 8:00 am and again in the afternoon from 2:00 
pm – 4:00 pm. Salary is $9.95/hour

Candidates must have a High School Diploma/GED, a valid drivers 
license, submit to a drug screening and a criminal background check.

Apply to:
American Training, Inc. – Att: Human Resources

102 Glenn Street, Lawrence, MA 01843
Fax: (978) 683-5124

E-mail: DebbieLynch@AmericanTrainingInc.com

METHUEN

Lawrence Catholic Academy is pleased to announce the graduation of 38 
students on Thursday, June 13, 2013 at a commencement held at Saint 
Patrick’s Church in Lawrence, MA. It was a special day for graduates 
and their proud parents, guardians, grandparents, faculty and staff. The 
ceremony was a celebration for everyone to recognize our young people – 
their achievements, their perseverance and their successes as they grow 
up. It was a day when everyone took the time to reflect, feel proud as a 
parent or a mentor and know that the kids they care about are going to be 
just fine and they’re on the right path.  

Congratulations to: Ismael Aldana, Adam Alon, Cassandra Beals, Alexandria 
Beauregard, Jaden Belizaire, Shanna Bonanno, Jayfere Cabral, Adrian 
Casanova, Jacob Clark, Felimar Collado, Calie Cora, Desmond Cora, 
Emily Cortes, Morgan Cotnoir, Angela Cozzone, Kyle Halloran, Kelsey 
Hilario, Corey Lamb, Patrick Maloney, Jessica Mannion, Joseph Matias, 
Jonas Matos, Amanda Matthes, Cole Medvecky, Alexander Peralta, Emma 
Pimentel, Marissa Reardon, Nestor Reyes, Brianna Rivera, Emily Rodrigue, 
Oscar Romano, John Slabczynski, Deysha Santiago, Dominick Taveras, 
Jocelyn Valentin, Junielly Vargas, Naomi Vargas, Ysabella Santell-Wright. 

The overall goal of Lawrence Catholic Academy is that each and every 
student who graduates performs at minimum grade level and the 
overwhelming majority exceed that expectation. The Academy feels its 
record speaks for itself. Regardless of a family’s financial status, 100 percent 
of our 8th grade students graduate and over 82 percent are accepted into 
select high schools including St. John’s Prep, Central Catholic, Presentation 
of Mary, Lowell Catholic, Notre Dame HS, Milton Academy and Phillips 
Academy. 

Lawrence Catholic Academy  Graduates 38 Students
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LAWRENCE - METHUEN

State Representative 
paid for by the committee to elect Marcos Devers

* Gas Piping
* Radiant Floor Heating
* Sprinkler Systems Installed & Repaired
* Custom Additions & New Construction
* Water Heaters (Same Day Service) 
* Bathroom Remodeling & Repair Work
* Replacement Boilers & Furnaces
* High Efficiency Boilers & Hot Water Heaters 
     (with rebates)

Serving New Hampshire, 
MASS & the Merrimack 

Valley Since 1985

FULLY  
INSURED!
Senior Citizen

Discout
10% off  
Labor!

From Leaky Faucets 
 to a 10 story building!

www.kannanpriconeplumbingandheating.com

anced” budget is that it provides funds to 
pay the salaries of indicted public employ-
ees. A city budget that allocates revenues 
to pay salaries of indicted public employ-
ees is not a balanced budget! 

 There are six City Councilors that voted 
in favor of approving Mayor Lantigua’s 
budget, and who subsequently will not 
be getting my vote and by the way, in my 
opinion should not get any ethical law 
abiding citizen of Lawrence vote as well. 
Their names are as follows; Councilors 
Roger Twomey, Sandy Almonte, Estela 
Reyes, Kendrys Vasquez, and Oneida 
Aquino and Council President Frank 
Moran. 

 I am very, very disappointed with Coun-
cilor Twomey, I just couldn’t believe the 
words that I was hearing coming out of his 
mouth like, “after my investigation I be-
lieve this is a balanced budget” and “I will 
not be voting for any cuts in this budget”. 
How in the world can you call this budget 
balanced while at the same time you are 
raising property taxes and paying the sala-
ries of indicted public employees? With all 
due respect Mr. Twomey, and I do respect 
you but I believe you are wrong on this, 
and because of this I will not be voting for 
you this time around. 

 This brings me to Council President, 
Mr. Frank Moran. He is not on this year’s 
ballot because he is leaving the Council 
due to the fact he is now a State Represen-

God Bless and hope you all had a happy 
July 4th.

 I would like to thank all of the members 
of the Lawrence City Council for making 
the decision of whom to vote for and who 
not to vote for in this year’s city elections 
very easy! Thursday June 27, 2013 the 
City Council met to vote on the FY2014 
City Budget, a budget proudly proclaimed 
by Mayor Lantigua as “balanced”! It only 
took 1/2 hour for them to vote, it was a 6 to 
3 vote in favor of passing the Mayor’s so 
called “balanced” budget.

 The reason I say so called “balanced” 
budget is because according to most finan-
cial sources, a balanced budget happens 
when total revenues are equal to or greater 
than total expenses. This becomes true 
with Lawrence’s budget only if you raise 
property taxes by 2.5 percent. Without the 
raising of taxes on property owners, this 
budget would be short the revenues needed 
to make it balanced. The reason given for 
the raising of taxes by the Mayor is so that 
no layoffs of Police or Firemen will take 
place. 

 I for one don’t have a problem with the 
raising of property taxes for Public Safety. 
Keeping our Police Officers and Firemen 
on the job is a top priority for me. 

The problem with this so called “bal-

tative, a seat hand made by his good friend 
Mayor Lantigua and other legislators when 
redistricting took place for Lawrence. So it 
is no surprise to me that he voted in favor 
of the budget. We have another year before 
we see Representative Moran on a ballot 
again. I believe that most of the Councilors 
who voted to approve the budget owe their 
political carriers to the Mayor, so it really 
wasn’t a shock how they voted. 

 So it should go without saying but I will 
say it anyway, Councilors Eileen Bernal 
and Marc Laplante should get re-elected 
without problem. 

 Now that leaves me with one more 
Councilor who did not vote in favor of the 
Mayor’s budget and that is Dan Rivera. 
The reason I left him for last is because 
he is not running for re-election as a City 
Councilor. He has stepped up to the plate 
in a big way and is running to be the next 
Mayor of Lawrence.

 After looking at each candidate run-
ning to be the next Mayor of Lawrence, 
I have decided to support and endorse 
City Councilor Dan Rivera for Mayor of 
Lawrence. As far as I am concerned out of 
all the candidates for Mayor, he is the most 
qualified! He can do the job! He is a life-
long Lawrencian, he is educated, and he is 
experienced. He has been tested as Chair-
man of the Budget and Finance Committee 
and last but not least, he is trustworthy 
and very capable to do the job starting day 

one! He also is humble enough to know 
that he cannot do the job of Mayor without 
acknowledging his need for God’s help and 
the prayers of others. 

 When Councilor Rivera first announced 
his intention to run for Mayor of Lawrence, 
there was an Editorial written in the April 
2013 Valley Patriot entitled, “Will the Real 
Dan Rivera Please Stand Up”. Having 
talked with Dan Rivera and listened to 
his “Vision” for the city of Lawrence and 
its schools along with his commitment to 
Public Safety, it is my opinion that the real 
Dan Rivera has stood up and will continue 
to do so! The questions that were raised 
in the April Editorial were all surrounding 
events that took place within the first 6 to 8 
months of being elected to his first term as 
City Councilor. Due to the fact that we all 
make mistakes and that nobody is perfect, 
I am willing to give him a pass on these 
events. 

 So my friends please consider joining 
me and vote for Dan Rivera as the next 
Mayor of Lawrence.

God Bless you and May God continue to 
bless the Great City of Lawrence.

Peter Larocque 
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST 

The City of Lawrence’s Line in the Sand!

Peter Larocque is a for-
mer member of the Law-
rence School Committee 
and is a regular columnist 
for The Valley Patriot. 
You can email him at:  
peterlarocque@hotmail.com

Methuen Mayor Steve Zanni announced 
last month that Methuen has qualified for 
matching funds through the Department 
of Conservation & Recreation’s (DCR) 
Urban and Community Forestry Challenge 
Grant Program.

Mayor Zanni and members of the 
Methuen Arbor Group joined with 
Groundwork Lawrence last November 
to apply for this funding through DCR. 
The coordinated grant proposal asked 
for $30,000 to support different projects 
throughout Greater Lawrence, includ-

ing almost $9,000 that would go towards 
planting trees at different locations within 
Methuen.

“Our urban forests are public treasures 
and by investing in these forestry pro-
grams across Massachusetts we insure 
these natural resources are maintained and 
enhanced for future generations,” DCR 
Commissioner Jack Murray said. “This 
grant encourages the betterment of our 
urban environments.” 

“Budget constraints have restricted 
projects like these in the past,” said Mayor 

Zanni. “These funds give Methuen the 
opportunity to enhance our public spaces, 
without taking money away from other 
important programs. This is a welcomed 
award that wouldn’t have been possible 
without the hard work of the Methuen 
Arbor Group, Groundwork Lawrence, and 
our local legislators.”

“Groundwork Lawrence is very excited 
to be partnering with the City of Methuen 
and the Methuen Arbor Group to increase 
the City’s tree canopy,” said Heather 
McMann, Executive Director of Ground-
work Lawrence. “Trees provide numerous 
benefits including improving air and water 
quality, reducing energy costs, decreases 
in stress levels, and increases property 
values.” 

“When I first approached Mayor Zanni 
about developing this initiative, I never 
imagined how quickly this would all come 
together,” said Jay Griffin, who worked 
with the Mayor to first organize the Arbor 
Group. “This is an important step in 
Methuen going green.” 

The $9,000 marked for Methuen’s tree 
planting efforts must be matched by the 
municipality. Seeking to conserve funds, 
Mayor Zanni and the Arbor Group have 
been privately fundraising to meet the 
City’s obligation. Volunteer labor can also 
contribute towards the match.

“I am extremely pleased that we re-

ceived this grant,” said Arthur Nicholson, 
another resident who organized the Arbor 
Group. “These funds will go a long way in 
fulfilling the Arbor Group’s mission to see 
a greener Methuen.”

So far the Arbor Group has raised ap-
proximately $6,000 from several dozen 
residents and businesses. This includes 
personal donations from Mayor Zanni, as 
well as State Senator Kathleen O’Connor 
Ives and State Representative Linda Dean 
Campbell - both of whom worked closely 
with Merrimack Valley legislators and 
colleagues at the state level in getting the 
grant proposal approved by DCR.

“I was very happy to submit a letter of 
support with my legislative colleagues 
to the Department of Conservation & 
Recreation to advocate for this funding,” 
said Sen. O’Connor Ives. “I also appreci-
ate DCR’s selection of this specific grant 
proposal; now, more trees will get planted 
in Methuen to enhance quality of life with 
increased shade, improved air quality and 
improved streetscapes.”

“It is exciting to work with the City 
and the Arbor Group to get this project 
moving,” said Rep. Campbell. “The Arbor 
Group is so passionate about surrounding 
Methuen’s unique and historical archi-
tecture with natural beauty. I am looking 
forward to working with them on future 
projects.”

Methuen Awarded $9K to Replace Trees
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BUSINESS HOURS: Mon-Fri: 9-5pm, Sat: 8-12pm
Or any time by appointment.

1111 Riverside Drive, Methuen, MA 01844
Email Us at info@valley-monuments.com

Phone: 978.685.8500 - Fax: 978.685.8510

Monuments 
Cemetery Lettering 

Markers 
Carvings 

Sculptures, & Etchings 
Monument Cleaning
Landscape Granite 

Accessories
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354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk  
Lawrence, MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700 * Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 4520  

• Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.
ME#CSO11110 * NMLS ID 1964

www.firstinteg.com

24-hr. -Cell: (978) 771-2906

Steve  
Sirmaian

Chief Operations  
Manager
MLO 3520

steve@firstinteg.comSteve@firstinteg.com
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ROYAL House of ROAST BEEFROYAL House of ROAST BEEF
464 Lowell St - Methuen

All tips are donated to someone in need @ St. Anne’s Orphanage

Home made (house) dressing!

Pizza, Exceptional Seafood, 
Subs, Hot Sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Salads 

Pizza, Exceptional Seafood, 
Subs, Hot Sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Salads 

Family Owned!
20 years in the community

(978) 794-4996(978) 794-4996

OPEN
Sun to Wed -  10:30AM-9PM

Thurs to Sat 10:30AM - 10PM

OPEN
Sun to Wed -  10:30AM-9PM

Thurs to Sat 10:30AM - 10PM

advertise in the Valley Patriot
Call 978-771-4091

See our ad rates at valleypatriot.com

Subs - Lunch - Dinners - Ice Cream - Slushies - Desserts - Hot Coffees & Sodas

STAR Pizza

15 First Street - N. ANDOVER - Across from Town Hall - Downtown

Family Restaurant

WE DELIVER!
... BREAKFAST TOO!!!

Catering Services  
Available

(978) 683-0472(978) 683-0472
Fax (978) 689-4966

BREAKFAST SERVED!!
6am-3pm

www.Starpizzaofnorthandover.com

 MORE BANG FOR YOUR BUCK

Ellen Anna 
Wright

CPA & Attorney at Law

“Your One-Stop 
Law Office”

1830 Main St., Tewksbury
(next to Planet Fitness)

978-851-2291
www.getmemyrefundnow.com

Specializing In:
•	Tax	Debt	Settlement
•	Divorce	&	Family	Law
•	Personal	Injury
•	Worker’s	Compensation
•	Civil	Disputes
•	Real	Estate

$25
OFF

FREE
Legal Consultation

with this coupon

Tax 
Return

with this 
coupon

Max Tax 
Refunds!

Compare 
our prices 

to H&R 
Block

Translator available by appointment

ANY DATE (EXAMPLE: 2012) 
ENGRAVED $75

SIMILAR SAVINGS ON 
ALL ENGRAVING

Italian Restaurant
Brazilian Steak House

www.chamagrill.com
115 Main Street | North Andover

Phone: (978) 258-2238 | Fax: (978) 258-1931

Experience quality

Now Open!
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Methuen Memorials

Finest quality personalized
memorials, as unique as the
lives they honor.
Custom-crafted and warranted
forever. Mausoleums and
estate memorials, traditional
and creative monuments,
cremation
memorials.

466 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA • www.rockofages.com

978-686-4312

Newly

Remodeled

State of the Art

Facility

  

St. Mary-Immaculate Conception Cemetery
29 Barker St., Lawrence

For information call Jim Jacobs at 978-682-8181
Hours: M-F  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sat. 9-12

St. Mary’s 
Cemetery and 

Chapel Mausoleum

Methuen’s Our Lady of Good Counsel chapel and mausoleum offers a 
wide selection of crypts and columbariums to meet your needs.

   There are single and double crypts, inside crypts and crypts along the 
exterior faces of the Mausoleum.

Methuen Memorials

Finest quality personalized
memorials, as unique as the
lives they honor.
Custom-crafted and warranted
forever. Mausoleums and
estate memorials, traditional
and creative monuments,
cremation
memorials.

466 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA • www.rockofages.com

978-686-4312

Newly

Remodeled

State of the Art

Facility

  

St. Mary-Immaculate Conception Cemetery
29 Barker St., Lawrence

For information call Jim Jacobs at 978-682-8181
Hours: M-F  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sat. 9-12

St. Mary’s 
Cemetery and 

Chapel Mausoleum

Methuen’s Our Lady of Good Counsel chapel and mausoleum offers a 
wide selection of crypts and columbariums to meet your needs.

   There are single and double crypts, inside crypts and crypts along the 
exterior faces of the Mausoleum.

The Methuen Rotary Club recently donated $250 to the Eugene Voiland Flag Program. 
Working with the Methuen Department of Public Works, the program oversees the re-
placement and maintenance of all the flags adorning the Broadway area of Methuen. This 
program was started by Rachel Voiland (center) in January 1994, in honor of her deceased 
husband and all veterans of foreign wars. Flanking Rachel are Rotarians Trudy Lawler (left) 
and Barbara Delucca (right). Courtesy photo

A VERY PATRIOTIC 
DONATION

Michael A. Colizzi: President
217 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 01844
(978) 674-7035 * Fax: (978) 674-7037
Colizzimemorials@comcast.net
www.colizzimemorials.com

Colizzi Memorials is committed to helping famliles capture the spirit of their 
loved ones by building beautiful, lasting tributes that will stand the test of time. 

Merrimack Valley’s Premier Memorial Provider

We are independently Owned and Operated. 
NOT affiliated with any other Corporation

MONUMENT SALES
CEMETERY LETTERING

BRONZE, MARKERS
CIVIC MEMORIALS

MAUSOLEUMS
COLUMBARIUMS

MONUMENT CLEANING Quality Craftsmanship
at Affordable Prices

For more information check  
out our website 

www.bestinsurancemerrimackvalley.com 

 

105 Haverhill Street 
Methuen, MA 01844 

978-685-2549 
1-877-233-2275 

Auto ~ Home ~ Umbrella ~Business 

  
 
 
 

For over 30 years we have been bringing Merrimack 
Valley families, individuals and businesses superior 

products and customer service.   
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on this issue and I am happy to say I never 
thought the project had a chance. Bill got 
it done.”

Before being termed out as Mayor of 
Methuen two years ago, Manzi and Pap-
palardo were almost never on the same 
side of a political issue, and the conflict 
between the two nearly defined both 
official’s careers. Manzi recently was 
hired as town manager of Seabrook, New 
Hampshire. 

“Is there any truth to the rumor that she 
is moving to Seabrook?” Manzi asked 
chuckling. 

“Honestly, I wish her well, and she can 
be proud of the many accomplishments 
that occurred during her tenure as West 
District Councilor, Manzi said. 

“You knew what you got with Council-
or Pappalardo,” East End Councilor Tom 
Ciulla agreed. 

“She was never a flip flopper like some 
people we know on that council. She 
said what she meant and she meant what 
she said, and when she made a commit-
ment she always stuck to her guns when 
voting. Jeanne attended every meeting, 
every event in the community, and what 
I admire about Jeanne is that she always 
had passion for her constituents. When an 
important issue came up, Jeanne Pap-
palardo always asked the tough questions 
and protected the taxpayer from over-
spending of their tax dollars. I think that’s 
why the people in her district love her so 
much. She took a lot of votes alone, but 
she never voted to raise taxes and I think 
the people of this city, not just her district, 
appreciate and recognize that.”

GUTSY AND CONTROVERSIAL, 
THE VOTERS LOVE HER

Jearnne Pappalardo topped the ticket 
every year she ran, gaining more votes in 
each successive election. “My husband is 
a former councilor and even he couldn’t 
believe I got more votes in third election 
than the second election. People say you 
normally lose a couple of hundred votes 
between the second and third term but I 
got more every time I ran. ”

PROUD MOMENTS 
Asked what her proudest accomplish-

METHUEN

15 PELHAM STREET, METHUEN  
(978) 794-4321

82 PLAISTOW ROAD, PLAISTOW, NH  
603-382-9644

92 WEST BROADWAY, DERRY, NH 
603-425-1995

PEST-END, INC.

Quick, reliable service since 1977

* ANTS * COCKROACHES * TERMITES 
* FLEAS * SILVERFISH * RATS * MICE  

* BEES, ETC 

Specializing in the control of

EXTERMINATORS
(978) 794-4321

(800) 287-4321
We Make Ants Say “UNCLE”
• General Pest Control For Over 40 Pests
• Residential Interior & Exterior Services
• Home Protection Plan 
 (Yearly Interior & Exterior Agreement)
• Exterior Protection Plan 
 (Yearly Exterior Agreement)
• VA & FHA Wood Destroying Insect Report 
 (Received Day Of Service)
• Bee, Wasp, Hornet & Yellow Jacket Treatments
• Sentricon Termite Elimination System
• Termite Treatments
• Preconstruction Treatments
• Mold Prevention
• Squirrel Trapping
• Food Processing Facilities

We Specialize 
in BedBugs

VISIT OUR LOCATIONS IN MA & NH

Methuen City Councilor Jeanne Pap-
palardo is stepping down from the council 
after six years (three, two year terms). 
Because of term limits in the city’s char-
ter, she cannot run for the same seat again 
this year. 

Always outspoken and often controver-
sial, the West District Councilor has had 
her share of political scuffles over the last 
six years, but even those who had an ad-
versarial relationship with Pappalardo say 
they respect her even though they were on 
opposite sides of most political battles. 

“Jeanne Pappalardo is a strong advocate 
for her constituents, and for taxpayers,” 
Former Mayor Bill Manzi told The Valley 
Patriot. “Although we did not always 
agree, we talked a lot more than people 
thought, and managed to find areas of 
agreement to allow important projects 
to move forward, like the Methuen High 
School renovation and expansion. She did 
her homework, and when I had to answer 
her questions I knew I had better have 
done mine,” Manzi chuckled. The former 
mayor has long been considered Pappa-
lardo’s biggest adversary. 

“As far as the high school is con-
cerned,” Pappalardo told The Valley 
Patriot with no prompting, “I am pleased 
to see how on-track the whole project 
has been. Let’s put all the cards on table. 
Manzi and I never got along politically. 
We had many battles over the years, but I 
can tell you it was Bill Manzi who started 
this high school renovation project and 
got it off the ground. He will probably 
fall over dead when he reads this, but 
if not for Mayor Bill Manzi, the kids of 
Methuen wouldn’t have gotten a reno-
vated high school. It was Bill who pushed 
it at the state level and got the project 
approved through the State’s School 
Building Authority for us.”

“Mayor Zanni has carried the ball for-
ward since, and has kept the high school 
on track since Mayor Manzi left. He too 
he deserves credit for that, but it was Bill 
Manzi who really showed good leadership 

ments were in the last six years, Pappalar-
do said that veterans, safety and constitu-
ent services were at the top of the list. 

 “I have really enjoyed doing what I 
have done as a councilor. My main pur-
pose for running was to be there for the 
people. I really enjoy helping them and I 
think people appreciate having a councilor 
they can reach out to who will answer 
their questions and concerns,” Pappalardo 
told The Valley Patriot. 

“I came in with a good name and I am 
going out with a good name, I am proud 
of that.”

“The other thing I will say I am proud 
of is that I have no relatives working for 
city. Nobody is collecting money from 
the city that I am connected to. I never 
have and would never want that. That’s 
something I admire about Mayor Zanni. 
Nobody in his family is working for the 
city. Nobody can question his decisions as 
self-interest. That’s really, really important 
I feel for any elected official.

SAFETY CHECKS AND HELPING 
VETERANS

 “My fist year elected, I think I was in 
the 2nd month of my term, I brought forth 
legislation in response to that incident 
where the child was killed by a falling 
gate in one of the schools. My legisla-
tion was to make sure that never happens 
again. It was something I promised during 
my first campaign, and it was one of the 
first things I did when I took office.” 

The ordinance Pappalardo championed 
that year mandated that the city send 
out inspectors once a year to check all 
city owned buildings, including schools, 
fences, gates, and parks to make safety 
checks inside and outside. 

“That was tragic, it touched my heart 
and made me realize there is always 
something more we can do to keep people 
safe in our community, especially the 

kids.” The safety measure Pappalardo 
championed was approved unanimously.

Another accomplishment Pappalardo 
says she is proud of was the installation of 
the Wall of Honor in Methuen City Hall. 
“It’s right there as soon as you walk into 
City Hall,” she says beaming. 

“Anyone from Methuen who has a fam-
ily member who died in a war or a conflict 
in service of this country, can bring their 
loved ones picture and hang it on our wall 
of honor.”

Pappalardo says she worked closely 
with then mayor Bill Manzi to bring that 
item forward too. 

“When the Wall of Honor was put up 
it was very touching, I was honored to be 
able to do that for the family members of 
our soldiers. And again I worked with Bill 
Manzi to get that done.” 

Besides the Wall of Honor in City 
Hall, Pappalardo also championed a city 
ordinance which gave preference to all 
veterans applying for city jobs. 

“Any city department like the DPW as 
one example, if they hire anyone, they 
have to give preference to veterans as long 
as they are qualified for the job.” The city 
already gives preference to veterans for 
police and fire applicants but Pappalardo 
said all city jobs should follow that formu-
la, and her measure passed unanimously.

“The thing I enjoy most about this job is 
the people I get to help. It’s really a privi-
lege to be able to sit down with people, 
listen to their issues or their problems and 
then go out and help them get it taken 
care of. When someone calls me I get 
the greatest satisfaction being able to call 
someone back and tell them their problem 
is resolved, that’s the best part of this job 
and what I am going to miss the most.” 

After Six Years on Council, Pappalardo Looks Back

PAPPALARDO: PAGE 32

15th Essex (Methuen & Haverhill)
Room 237, The State House

Boston, MA 02113
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Linda.Campbell@mahouse.gov

617-722-2305

Linda Dean Campbell
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Mark Behan is a former report-
er for the Haverhill Gazette & has 
received an award from the New 
England Press Association. Mark 
is now the local sports columnist 
for The Valley Patriot. Mark lives 
in Newton NH, you can email him 
at behanms@aol.com 

ries since the Region XXI tournament.
“With this injury, I was not sure how I 

would do. But I wanted to know that I gave 
my team – and my sophomores – my 100 
percent effort on the field,” said Beckwith, 
who lasted an inning. “At the end of the 
day, I know I did it.”

Brookhaven led 4-0 before reliever Derek 
Dolan entered the game. Dolan surrendered 
only one run in five innings. Dario Medrano 
scored twice for the Knights, and they 
trailed 4-2 in the seventh inning.

But Northern Essex could not reach 
Brookhaven’s starter, who allowed one 
earned run, and the Texans prevailed, 9-2, to 
end the 2013 season in the double-elimina-
tion tournament.

“It was a close game through seven (in-
nings),” Mejia said. “Brookhaven was very 
good.”

And so were the Knights, who made 
back-to-back trips to the NJCAA World Se-
ries – a first in program history. Alex Mears, 
Chris Martin, David Cusack, Derek Dolan, 
Tyler Johnson and Nick Goodin represented 
Northern Essex in both its appearances.

“It was my dream to play in a college 
world series,” said Mears, “and I’ve been 
blessed to play in two of them.”

Nassau Community College with hot bats, 
led by first-team All-Region selection Chris 
Andella, who was hitting .410., and with 
Josh Cummiskey on the mound.

Cummiskey was economical during his 
109-pitch performance. He fanned three, 
allowed six hits, and did not yield an earned 
run in eight innings.

“Josh was excellent,” said Mejia. “It was 
probably one of the best games played in 
the whole tournament.”

The Knights led 1-0 through five innings 
after Medrano’s sacrifice fly to right field 
scored catcher Chris Legerstrom. Nassau 
knotted the game with an unearned run in 
the sixth inning. Northern Essex, led by 
Tyler Johnson and Jake Rayner (two hits 
apiece), hit the ball well (eight hits) but 
stranded 11 runners.

Nassau of New York won the game, 2-1, 
in the 10th-inninng.

Facing elimination in Game 2, Northern 
Essex started its ace Zachary Beckwith. But 
the tall righty had been battling back inju-

Northern Essex Knights Ousted in College World Series

Job Description: POPULAR, WELL ESTABLISHED, INDEPENDENTLY OWNED MER-
RIMACK VALLEY RADIO STATION, IS SEEKING A SELF-MOTIVATED, ENERGETIC 
SALES PERSON TO JOIN ITS BUSY SALES TEAM. 980 WCAP HAS BEEN THE RADIO 
VOICE OF THE MERRIMACK VALLEY FOR MORE THAN 67 YEARS AND NEEDS TO 
EXPAND ITS SALES FORCE TO MEET INCREASED ADVERTISING DEMANDS.

Experience: SHOULD BE STRONG COMMUNICATOR, SELF STARTER AND ABLE TO 
WORK INDEPENDTLY. ABILITY TO WORK DIRECTLY WITH CLIENTS, NEGOTIATE, 
OVERCOME OBJECTIONS AND THINK “OUTSIDE THE BOX”. WILL WORK COLLAB-
ORATIVELY WITH TRAFFIC, PRODUCTION, ON-AIR TALENT AND THE SALES TEAM. 
MUST HAVE RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION, VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE AND FAMIL-
IARITY WITH THE AREA. KNOWLEDGE OF WORD, EXCEL AND OUTLOOK MOST 
HELPFUL AS IS FAMILIARITY WITH MEDIA SALES AND MARKETING. VERY GENER-
OUS COMMISSION STRUCTURE, WITH STRONG OFFICE SUPPORT, INCENTIVES 
AND LARGE POTENTIAL CLIENT BASE. EXPERIENCE PREFERRED BUT WILL TRAIN 
APPROPRIATE APPLICANT. PLEASE SEND COVER LETTER AND RESUME.

Other Info: MERRIMACK VALLEY RADIO/980WCAP IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER AND ENCOURAGES APPLICATIONS FROM WOMEN, MINORITIES, VET-
ERANS AND RECENT COLLEGE GRADUATES. (978)454-0404

Contact Information:
SAM POULTON

MERRIMACK VALLEY RADIO/WCAP
243 CENTRAL ST, LOWELL, MA 01852

The Massachusetts Broadcast Industry is an Equal Opportunity Employer and is 
committed to the goals of workplace diversity and nondiscrimination.

 

* HELP WANTED * HELP WANTED *
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE Job Category: SALES

WETHSU@AOL.COM
(978)454-0404

HAVERHILL SPORTS

The Northern Essex Community Col-
lege baseball express was derailed in Tyler, 
Texas, at the National Junior College World 
Series.

The Knights were eliminated by 
Brookhaven Community College of Texas, 
9-2. The loss, coupled with an opening-
round defeat to Nassau Community College, 
2-1, capped off the 2013 season.

“Our goal was to compete well in the 
Region (XXI) tournament, and then see how 
far we could go,” said first-year Head Coach 
Jeff Mejia. “The kids really stepped it up.”

As did the coach and his staff.
Hired late last fall, Mejia was a seven-

year assistant at Suffolk University. He was 
also a member of the United States Army 
and served in Operation Desert Storm. 
While at Suffolk, Mejia, a North Reading 
resident, shepherded the Rams to a great 
Northeast Athletic Conference champion-
ship and a berth in the NCAA Division-III 
regional tournament.

Mejia inherited a Northern Essex team 
that lacked experience. Only one starter re-
turned from the 2012 squad, which sported 
a 30-10 record, won the Region XXI 
championship, and advanced to the Junior 
College World Series, where they finished 
third in the nation.

But after a 2-6 start and a 9-11 record 
through 20 games, Northern Essex started 
playing its best baseball of the season, said 
Athletic Director Sue McAvoy, and ad-

vanced to the Region XXI playoffs for the 
third straight year.

The Knights were the comeback kids of 
Region XXI. In Game 1, they trailed Bun-
ker Hill before Jonathan DeLaCruz swatted 
a home run to spearhead a sixth-inning rally, 
which led to a 6-5 win.

In Game 2, the Knights were down 9-0 to 
Massasoit after four innings, and their hopes 
of advancing to the World Series were fad-
ing. But Chris Martin and Dario Medrano 
belted home runs, reliever Cameron Berube 
tossed four innings of one-hit ball, and the 
Knights marched back for a 12-11 victory.

“We wanted to win Region XXI,” said 
Mejia, whose team captured the champion-
ship game 17-2 over Massasoit for its third 
regional crown in program history.

At the World Series in Texas, the Knights 
were “treated like big leaguers,” said Mejia.

“It was an unbelievable trip,” said Mejia, 
whose squad conducted a clinic for local 
Little League teams while in Texas.

The Knights entered Game 1 against 

Mark Behan
VALLEY PATRIOT SPORTS REPORTER

help this college continue its good work,” says 
Chemaly. “Our partnership with the college 
has benefited our company and the delivery of 
emergency medical care in the region.”

“Industry leaders like John Chemaly are 
committed to helping Northern Essex offer 
the very best in academic programming,” says 
Jean Poth, NECC vice president of institutional 
advancement. “This donation will allow us to 
train more individuals for jobs in emergency 
medicine.

Northern Essex offers a certificate and as-
sociate degree in paramedic technology and 
a seven-credit basic EMT course through the 
iHealth program.

According to the US Bureau of Labor, em-
ployment of EMTs and paramedics is expected 
to grow by 33 percent from 2010 to 2020, much 
faster than the average for all occupations.

For additional information on this donation, 
contact Jean Poth, vice president of institutional 
advancement, (978) 556-3624 or jpoth@necc.
mass.edu.

Trinity E.M.S. Donates to NECC’s Paramedic Technology Program

When John Chemaly, president of Trin-
ity E.M.S. Inc., realized the local emergency 
medical services industry was experiencing 
a shortage of trained paramedics six or seven 
years ago, he asked Northern Essex Community 
College to develop a paramedic technology pro-
gram. Now, his company is giving that program 
and the college a financial boost.

Trinity E.M.S. has pledged $100,000 over 
the next five years to purchase equipment for 
the Paramedic Technology Program at Northern 
Essex. The program will be moving to NECC’s 
new Dr. Ibrahim El-Hefni Allied Health and 
Technology Center on Common Street in Law-
rence which is scheduled to open this fall.

And that’s not all. In addition to the $100,000 
pledge, Trinity E.M.S. has also donated an am-
bulance fully equipped with state-of-the-art 
emergency medicine equipment to the college. 
The ambulance is embedded in the Dr. Ibrahim 
El-Hefni Allied Health and Technology Center 
and will be used to train EMT’s and paramedics.

“I’m committed to doing anything I can to 

The FY2014 budget ball now sits in 
Governor Deval Patrick’s court. Hav-
ing been finalized and reported out of its 
legislative conference committee on June 
30th, the governor has 10 days to approve 
or veto it, either partially or entirely, or to 
amend it in portions.

A veto can be overridden by a two-
thirds vote in both legislative branches 
provided said override originates within 
the House. Subsequent to any overrides, 
the budget is then finalized for the upcom-
ing fiscal year, which begins on July 1st 
and ends on June 30th.

In light of the prominent role the House 
plays in shaping fiscal and budgetary 
policy, it seems appropriate to shine some 
light on one Brian S. Dempsey. 

Dempsey, a graduate of both Haverhill 
High and UMass Lowell, represents the 
3rd Essex district (Haverhill) and was first 
elected to the House in 1991 as was Rob-
ert A. DeLeo, now Speaker of the House.

Dempsey, a DeLeo ally, proved in-
strumental in moving gaming legislation 
through the House in 2010. 

In January of 2011, he was appointed 
chairman of the all-important Ways and 
Means committee, following Representa-
tive Charles A. Murphy’s removal from 
that same position by Speaker DeLeo. 

Dempsey’s chairmanship has proven 
to be rewarding in terms of both pay and 
campaign donations. The legislative pack-
age includes the $61,132.99 base plus an 
estimated $10,000 chairmanship increase 
plus a travel per diem of between $10-
$100 while the legislature is in session.

Courtesy of the Pioneer Institute’s Mass 
Open Books database, Dempsey reported 
earnings of $65,737 in 2009, $80,343 in 
2010 and $93,344.83 in 2011 and 2012. 
It should also be noted that the Brian S. 
Dempsey Insurance Agency of Haverhill 
has been in operation since 1997 and 

would probably account for a portion of 
his earnings.

According to information compiled 
from OpenStates.org and going back to 
1997, Dempsey has received $657,479 in 
campaign donations, 89% of which has 
come from in-state sources and 84% from 
individuals. Representative industries 
include: Lobbyists ($82,524), Lawyers 
and Law Firms ($36,947), Public Sec-
tor Unions ($33,585), Electric Utilities 
($26,875), Hospitals and Nursing Homes 
($22,125), Health Professionals ($15,950) 
and Real Estate ($15,900). 

During this same time period, his top 
contributors have included: NSTAR 
($14,250), Trinity Ambulance ($8,050), 
Brian S. Dempsey Ins. Agency ($6,500), 
Intl. Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers ($4,600), AFSCME ($4,500), Bren-
nan Group ($4,400), Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts ($4,050), National Grid 
USA ($4,025), Karol Group ($4,000) and 
Dewey Square Group ($3,925).

In the 2011-2012 election cycle, 
Dempsey received $227,392 in cam-
paign contributions, including: NSTAR 
($4,300), Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts ($3,200), Trinity Ambulance 
($2500), Shanley Fleming Bokskanski & 
Cahill ($2,200) and SEIU ($1,400)

According to the campaign finance 
database Influence Explorer, donations 
can come from “…an organization’s em-
ployees, family members and its political 
action committee.”

Lowell’s Trinity Ambulance, first 
contributed to Dempsey in 2003-2004 
($1,000), next in 2007-2008 ($2,000), 
2009-2010 ($2,550) and 2011-2012 
($2,500).

The significance of the Ways and 
Means chairmanship is underscored by 
the fact that it was held in previous times 
by Thomas M. Finneran of Boston and 
Robert A. DeLeo of Winthrop. Both men 
went on to become House Speaker. 

Legislative Spotlight – Brian S. Dempsey

Stephanie Davis
VALLEY PATRIOT INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER
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July is National Ice Cream Month

METHUEN * NEWBURYPORT * PORTSMOUTH, NH

300 Merrimack Street, Methuen 
(978) 686-1822

38 Markey Square, Newburyport, MA 
(978) 462-1002

90 Fleet Street, Portsmouth, NH 
(603) 373-8886

 
Dolce Freddo Gelato is a local, family-owned business 

whose goal is to offer to its customers authentic Italian 
gelato, sorbetto and cold desserts. We also serve gourmet 
espresso, cappuccino and coffee.

Authenticity, originality, freshness & outstanding 
service are our focus. Please stop by and treat yourself to 
a true taste of Italian cold desserts.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK, 
FACEBOOK.COM/FROZENCUPSYOGURT 

 FROZEN CUPS YOGURT 
Mon-Th. 4-10pm – Fri- Sun. Noon-10pm 

 
 

    

265 Merrimack St. ,  Lawrence, MA 01843  
(978) 689-2989 

 

 
COME GET YOUR 

FROZEN YOGURT 
FIX IN THE MERRIMACK 

VALLEY 
 

Step 1: Grab a Cup 
Step 2: Fill with Yogurt 
Step 3: Add Toppings 
Step 4: Weigh & Pay 

 
 

Located at Smolak Farms 
315 South Bradford Street
North Andover, MA 
Phone: 978-686-1850

July is National Ice Cream Month!
Since 1984, the month of July has been 

known as “National Ice Cream Month,” 
designated by former president Ronald 
Reagan. The former president was not the 
only presidential fan of ice cream. Presi-
dent Thomas Jefferson was said to have 
a favorite 18-step recipe for an ice cream 
delicacy that resembled a modern-day 
Baked Alaska. In 1813, Dolly Madison 
served a magnificent strawberry ice cream 
creation at President Madison’s second 
inaugural banquet at the White House.

Until 1800, ice cream remained a rare 
and exotic dessert enjoyed mostly by the 
elite. Around 1800, insulated ice houses 
were invented. Manufacturing ice cream 
soon became an industry in America. 
Due to ongoing technological advances, 
today’s total frozen dairy annual produc-
tion in the United States is more than 1.6 
billion gallons. About 9 percent of all the 
milk produced by U.S. dairy farmers is 
used to produce ice cream, contributing 
significantly to the economic well-being 
of the nation’s dairy industry.

Today there are many new hot trends in 
ice cream. There has been an increase in 
the number of new ice cream flavors that 
use ingredients from well-known candy, 
cookies and fruit. Treadwell’s in North 
Andover at Smolak Farms has been a 

tradition on the North Shore since 1946. 
Treadwell’s uses fresh seasonal fruit from 
Smolak Farms to create their popular Fruit 
Sundaes loaded with generous portions of 
ice cream and fruit.

Specialty ice cream shops have surged 
in popularity in recent years with wine and 
spirit brands to create “ultra premium” 
flavors. Dolce Freddo Gelato in Methuen 
and Newburyport offers ice cream the 
Italian way with flavors such as Amaretto 
and Lemon Proseco Wine. Gelato is made 
fresh daily in small batches with the use of 
Italian machinery.

There has also been another trend that 
provides a self serve frozen yogurt for 
individual customized experience. Con-
sumers can choose flavors, and add their 
own topping. Orange Leaf launched the 
term “FROYO” with their bright and fun 
location in Andover. They offer a daily 
rotation of flavors and 30 toppings ranging 
from kid friendly gummy bears to healthy 
granola. Frozen Cups Yogurt in Lawrence 
offers the self serve experience along with 
Wifi and many special events for the com-
munity. 

While vanilla continues to be America’s 
flavor of choice, ice cream flavors are only 
limited by the imagination. Signs indicate 
that all of the above trends will continue 
to be important in the future. 

Five year old Lawrence resident Lily Carrion enjoys an Orange Leaf 
frozen yogurt at a local watering hole

SUMMER TIME

PREPARE YOURSELVES.
16 FLAVORS. ENDLESS TOPPINGS.

35 MARKET SQUARE, 
NEWBURYPORT

28 PARK STREET, 
ANDOVER

76 LAFAYETTE STREET,
SALEM, MA

260 ELM STREET, DAVIS SQUARE,  
SOMERVILLE

ANYTIME IS
FROYO TIME

BIRTHDAY PARTIES CORPORATE FUNC TIONS

 CHARIT Y EVENTS 978- 623 -7231

See Our Ad Page 18
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Salisbury Lions Club music,” said Rosemary Werner, chairper-
son of the Tea Committee says. “Patrons 
will also be offered free tours during the 
tea and after.”

The Teas are served from 2 to 4 p.m. 
and the cost is $20 per person. Reserva-
tions should be made no later than the 
Monday of the week of each tea by calling 
the home at 978-388-1337 or visiting our 
website and purchasing tickets online at 
whittierhome.org.

Proceeds from all activities at the home 
are used to upkeep the National Historic 
Site Whittier Home Museum.

Other upcoming events include Tapestry 
of Voices on Sunday, Aug. 11, in the gar-
den. Whittier enthusiasts are invited to an 
afternoon of poetry with the Boston-based 
Tapestry of Voices. President Cynthia 
Costello welcomes all those who love 
Whittier’s poetry to hear it read by guest 
readers and authors including Harris Gard-
ner, president of Tapestry of Voices.

Refreshments will be served following. 
The program is free, however donations 
are welcome.

Weekly tours of the Whittier Home 
Museum are available Saturdays from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and by calling 978-388-1337 
for special appointment and group tours. A 
minimal fee is requested.

METHUEN VILLAGE
Irish Music with Paul Carroll at Methuen 

Village: Methuen Village at Riverwalk 
Park, a senior community offering assisted 
living and state-of-the-art Alzheimer’s 
care, invites the public to enjoy Irish music 
with singer and guitarist Paul Carroll on 
Thursday, July 18th at 2 p.m. Advance 
RSVP encouraged. 

Hula Dancers at Methuen Village: 
Methuen Village at Riverwalk Park, a 
senior community offering assisted living 
and state-of-the-art Alzheimer’s care, 
invites the public to a performance by the 
hula dancers of Shimmy Express on Thurs-
day, July 25th at 2p.m. The performance 
will be part of a day-long celebration of the 
South Pacific. Advance RSVP encouraged. 

Phil Porter on Piano at Methuen Village: 
Methuen Village at Riverwalk Park, a 
senior community offering assisted living 
and state-of-the-art Alzheimer’s care, 
invites the public to a performance by Phil 
Porter, “The Piano Man,” on Friday, July 
26th at 7 p.m. Phil will entertain on our 
baby grand! Advance RSVP encouraged. 
Methuen Village is located in the heart of 
downtown Methuen at 4 Gleason Street. 
For more information, call (978) 685-2220 
or visit www.MethuenVillage.com. 

AUSTIN PREP - The following teenag-
ers received honors during Austin Prepa-
ratory School’s Spring Athletic Awards 
Night:

Sophomore Elijah Harris of Haverhill 
received the Boys Tennis Award of Excel-
lence.

Sophomore Isabella Pandolfo of North 
Andover was named a Catholic Central 
League All-Star in Girls Tennis.

Freshman Jake Reid of North Andover 
received the Boys Junior Varsity Lacrosse 
Award of Excellence.

Dracut Town Happenings July 2013
For further details on what is happening 

in Dracut and locations of all meetings, 
please visit the town website calendar sec-
tion at: www.dracut-ma.us

July 11th Wed 7-8pm Zoning By-Law 
review

July 16th Tue 6:30-7:30pm Town Man-
ager Screening Committee 7-9pm Board of 
Selectmen

July 17th Wed 7pm Conservation Com-
mission

July 25th Thu 5-6pm Board of Health
Dracut Senior Happenings 
There are a lot more fun activities for 

our vital Dracut elders! Please see their 

today that it is relocating its headquarters 
and network operations center to Methuen, 
Massachusetts. The new space, situated 
in The Scott Building at 421 Merrimack 
Street, will feature a 1,500 square foot 
state-of-the-art network operations center.

“We are thrilled to move our operation 
to Methuen,” said Paul C. Cissel, CEO of 
I&T. “Methuen is in the heart of the Mer-
rimack Valley, strategically located near 
the majority of our clients.”;

Founded in 2002 by Paul Cissel and 
Pete Peterson, I&T is a 
technology company that 
provides IT support ser-
vices for business clients 
throughout New England. 
The company employs 
highly trained technicians 
who maintain clients’ 
voice and data networks, 

provide 24/7 phone support, and perform 
on-site technical repairs.

I&T also designs and installs data 
networks, provides high speed internet ser-
vices, and is a supplier of high-end phone 
systems.

“I am excited that Methuen has at-
tracted a distinguished company known for 
offering quality jobs,” said Mayor Steve 
Zanni. “My administration is working 
hard to make Methuen a business-friendly 
community. This part of Methuen is seeing 
tremendous growth, and the addition of 
I&T complements our city’s burgeoning 
economy.”

Lawrence Chess Club - the Lawrence 
Chess Club will meet on Wednesday, 17 
July 2013 from 6-8pm At the Lawrence 
Public Library, corner of Haverhill & Law-
rence streets. This is always a FREE event, 
held the third Wednesday each month. 
Please bring a friend and a chess set. ALL 
ages and abilities welcome.

 North Shore Business Forum
DANVERS, July 12 – Ismini Soteropou-

los, Registered Dietician at Lahey Clinic, 
will speak at the North Shore Business 
Forum on July 12 on Nutrition. 

DANVERS, July 19 - Janice Walker, of 
JD Walker Communications, will speak at 
the North Shore Business Forum on July 
19 on How to Get Good Press. 

DANVERS, July 26 - Stephen Capano, 
of Tectrix, The North Shore Business 
Forum meets at 7:30am at the Danversport 
Yacht Club, Rt. 62 East, Danvers, MA. The 
$11 admission fee include a continental 
breakfast and pre-registration is not re-
quired. For more info - www.nsbforum.org

Tea Parties in the Poet’s Victorian 
Garden at Whittier Home Museum

The Whittier Home Association an-
nounces two dates for this year’s Old 
Fashioned Tea Parties to be held in John 
Whittier’s Victorian Garden. The first tea is 
set for Thursday July 18 with a rain date of 
Friday July 19. The second tea will be held 
on Thursday August 15, with a rain date of 
Friday, August 16.

 “The menu includes hot and cold teas, 
lemonade, a rich assortment of tea sand-
wiches and pastries and light classical 

improve packaging and increase prices on 
cheap, candy-flavored cigars.

“Raising the price of tobacco is smart 
public policy. The Senate and House 
have demonstrated great leadership on 
this issue and their efforts will save lives 
and reduce health care costs for years 
to come. We’re thrilled with legislators’ 
overwhelming support and urge Gover-
nor Patrick, who has consistently backed 
increases in tobacco excise taxes, to sign 
the bill as soon as possible,” said Marc 
Hymovitz, Ameri-
can Cancer Society 
Cancer Action Net-
work (ACS CAN) 
State Government 
Relations & Advo-
cacy Director for 
Massachusetts.

The campaign 
to raise tobacco taxes in Massachusetts 
involved a partnership of ACS CAN, 
the American Heart Association/Ameri-
can Stroke Association, Campaign for 
Tobacco-Free Kids, the American Lung 
Association, and Tobacco Free Mass. ACS 
CAN mobilized volunteers from across 
the state to contact their legislators to let 
them know how critical raising tobacco 
taxes were to improving public health. 
Following the filing of the transportation 
bill in April, legislators received hundreds 
of emails, phone messages, and materials 
to support the need for the tax increase.

METHUEN - Internet & Telephone 
Relocates Network Operations Center 
To Methuen

Internet & Telephone (I&T), announced 

NORTH ANDOVER CONCERT SERIES
The Town of North Andover Youth & 

Recreation Services Presents the 2013 
Summer Band Concert Series. Sundays 
(July 7th – August 25th), 6PM on the 
North Andover Town Common.

July 14th – Rico Barr & Jump n’ Jive is 
a swing and party band in New England! 
They have a large repertoire that includes 
selections from Jazz and Rock decades as 
well as some Motown, R&B and Latin! 

July 21st – Ask Me Later Blue Grass 
Band is a bluegrass band that plays a mix 
of classic Appalachian songs, new wave 
instrumental music and some favorites 
done in string band style!

July 28th – Oberlaendler Hofbrau Band 
performs German music that is sure to get 
everyone up dancing!

August 4th – Grupo Fantasia is a local 
Latino band that performs original and 
cover songs from the Caribbean and Latin 
America. They play a great mix of me-
ringue, mariachi, reggae, salsa and more!

August 11th – White Street Band is 
a classic rock and blues band from the 
Lawrence, MA area! Their energetic mix 
of music will get everyone on their feet 
dancing!

August 18th – B Street Bombers is a 
local band famous for their power packed 
rhythm and horn sections! This upbeat 
music is great for dancing!

August 25th – Oncoming Traffic is a lo-
cal 9-member band that performs a lively 
mix of classic rock, blues and R&B! The 
band features vocals, guitar, harp, key-
boards, and horns!

American Cancer Society Cancer Ac-
tion Network (ACS CAN) Celebrates $1 
Cigarette Tax Increase and Increases on 
Other Tobacco Products

The Massachusetts Senate and House 
voted in favor of a $500 million trans-
portation finance bill which includes a $1 
increase in the cigarette tax, raises the tax 
on cigars from 30 percent of wholesale 
to 40 percent, and raises the tax on other 
tobacco products (OTP) from 90 percent 
of wholesale to 210 percent of wholesale. 
The $1 cigarette tax increase will bring 
the total cigarette excise tax in the Com-
monwealth to $3.51 per pack, which will 
be the second highest tax in the nation fol-
lowing New York. With the passing of this 
bill, Governor Patrick now has 10 days to 
sign it into law. 

Advocates are also working to secure 
key language in the budget that will 

TOM DUGGAN’S NOTEBOOK
AROUND THE VALLEY
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All too often when we realize that we need a Lawyer, it’s too late. 

 
Please don’t let that happen to you!!! 

  

Paul D. Lambert can be “Your Family’s Lawyer” 
He has been practicing Law in the Merrimack Valley since 1990.  Paul is admitted 
to practice before the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts, the Supreme 
Court of New Hampshire, the United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, 
and the Federal District Courts of Massachusetts and New Hampshire.    
 

Not all Lawyers Give YOU the Service and the Time that YOU Deserve! 

PAUL D. LAMBERT will give your legal matters the time, respect and service that YOU DESERVE AND EXPECT! 

Paul has been helping protect people just like YOU for more than 22 Years, concentrating in Real 
Estate Law, Estate Planning (Wills and Trusts), Probate and Business Law. 

Paul D. Lambert, Esquire  
 

Do YOU NEED A LAWYER? 
 

CALL PAUL LAMBERT!    Cell 978-609-6420 
 

E-mail PAUL LAMBERT!              PDLLAW@comcast.net 
 

Fax PAUL LAMBERT!               Fax 253-595-3108 

P.O. Box 892, North Andover, Massachusetts 01845 

Edward L. "Ted" Irvin (seated) trea-
surer of the Salisbury Lions Club and Past 
President of the Massachusetts Lions Eye 
Research Fund, Inc. was presented with 
an award by Noorjahahan Panjwani, PhD 
(standing right) Director of  Research., 
Department of Opthalmology and Profes-
sor of Ophyhmology and Biochemistry at 
New England Eye Center of Tufts Uni-
versity School of Medicine. Also standing 
is Julie Burt, Manager of Opthalmolgy 
Research. The plaque reads "Tufts Medi-
cal Center and Tufts University School of 
Medicine presents The New England Eye 
Center Lifetime Achievement award to 
Ted Irvin for his dedicated efforts in sup-
port of vission research May 30, 2013."

Handling all your real estate needs.
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Tax Work-Off Program 
 

 The North Andover Senior Center will be taking applications 
for the FY’14 Tax Work-Off Program.  You must be 60 years of 

age or older and own and occupy the property for which 
North Andover property taxes are paid. 

  
 There are 35 positions funded and applicants will be chosen 

through a lottery.  Workers must complete 90 hours of service 
by May 30, 2014 with a maximum of 10 hours per week for a 

$652.50 abatement on their real estate taxes. 
   

If you are interested, please come in to the Senior           
Center at 120R Main Street to pick up an application. 

Application deadline Friday July 26th 2013  
  
  
  
  
  
 

calendar on their website: www.dracut-ma.
us 

July 11th 1pm Bingo 1:30-3:35pm Nurse 
Nancy

July 12th 9:00am Bowling, 9:30am 
Methuen Loop & Joes Crab Shack

July 15th 10:30am Rep. Colleen Garry 
holds office hours

July 16th 10am Grocery Shopping
July 17th 12pm Ice Cream Stand
July 18th 1:30-3:45pm Nurse Nancy
July 19th 9am Bowling, 9:30am Ocean 

State Job Lot & Al Fresca Ristorante
July 23rd Tue 10am Grocery Shopping
July 24th Wed 12pm Ice Cream Stand
July 25th Thu 11:30am MVNP Annual 

Chicken BBQ, 1:30-3:45pm Nurse Nancy
July 26th Fri 9:00am Bowling, 9:30am 

Kohl’s, Michael’s in Chelmsford, Dracut 
House Pizza

July 30th Tue 10am Grocery Shopping
July 31st Wed 12pm Ice Cream Stand
NATIONAL GRID DOING WORK 

IN DRACUT ON GAS MAIN AND 
SERVICE

The Town of Dracut has received notice 
that National Grid will be performing 
replacement work of their gas mains and 
gas services in the neighborhood at 1470 to 
1565 Lakeview Avenue starting the week 
of July 1, 2013 and ending approximately 
August 24, 2013.

The work will occur between the normal 
working hours of 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday to Saturday. 

If you have any questions about the proj-
ect National Grid Customer Service can be 
reached 24/7 at 1-800-233-5325.

Do you owe more on your mortgage 
than what you believe your 
property is currently worth?

Call for a Free Current 
Property Analysis Today! 

Exit Realty Group in Newburport

Specializing in REO Sales, 
Short Sale, Conventional 

Sales and Rentals …..

Servicing All of The Merrimack Valley and beyond!

KIMBERLY QUINTANA 
Licensed REALTOR 

MA & NH
Cell 978-476-1342 www.kimqreoexpert.com kimaquintana@aol.com 

Come to Our Office or I will come to you!!

Know what your options are in today’s 
market. There may be help that you 

don’t know about and I would be 
happy to speak with you.

AROUND THE VALLEY



* LOWER TAXES
* MAINTAIN SERVICES
* MORE STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING
* ENHANCE NEW REVENUE 

    THROUGH COMMERCIAL GROWTH 

* LOWER TAXES
* MAINTAIN SERVICES
* MORE STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING
* ENHANCE NEW REVENUE 

    THROUGH COMMERCIAL GROWTH 

Robert  LeBlanc
METHUEN CITY COUNCIL, AT-LARGE

A LIFETIME OF SERVICE &  
POSITIVE ACHIEVEMENTS 

FOR METHUEN

Sharon 
Birchall

Methuen City Council
At Large

PREPARE YOURSELVES.
16 FLAVORS. ENDLESS TOPPINGS.

35 MARKET SQUARE, 
NEWBURYPORT

28 PARK STREET, 
ANDOVER

76 LAFAYETTE STREET,
SALEM, MA

260 ELM STREET, DAVIS SQUARE,  
SOMERVILLE

ANYTIME IS
FROYO TIME

BIRTHDAY PARTIES CORPORATE FUNC TIONS

 CHARIT Y EVENTS 978- 623 -7231

* Public Safety *  Education  
* Fiscal Accountability  

* Community Involvement

Elect

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Sharon Birchall
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STOP BY AND GRAB A HOT CUP OF COFFEE, A FRESH  
DONUT OR ONE OF OUR MANY DELICIOUS PASTRIES!

The Cann Family is proud to announce the Grand Opening of 
the Coffee Cann Cafe, conveniently nestled inside the newly- 
renovated Riverwalk Properties, located in the historic Lawrence 
mills. The Coffee Cann Cafe offers your favorite varieties of coffee, 
signature muffins and many other delicious pastries.

WITH YOUR  
PURCHASE OF A 
HOT OR ICED 

COFFEE

GET ONE 
FREE  

DONUT
360 MERRIMACk STREET | LAWRENCE, MA | BLDG 9 | ENTRY k

978-208-1907 

Offer expires 8/15/2011
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December Special! Stop by and enjoy a small hot coffee only 99¢. 
All f lavors! Be sure to try our Doughnut of the Month: Red Velvet,  

& Coffee’s of the Month: Egg-Nog + Gingerbread 

Buy One Gourmet
 Cupcake& Get one 

FREE
FREE 
MUFFIN
with purchase of a 
hot or iced coffee

With this Spectrum coupon. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials. Expires 1/15/12.

With this Spectrum coupon. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials. Expires 1/15/12.

The Coffee Cann Café is conveniently nestled inside the newly 
renovated Riverwalk Properties, located in the historic Lawrence mills. 
The Coffee Cann Café offers your favorite varieties of coffee, signature 
muffins and many other delicious pastries.

Our Hampton Beach Casino location has reopened
for the summer! Come by and enjoy a cup of 

coffee while enjoying our beautiful ocean view!

Try our soups, 
salads and wraps!!

With this coupon
Expires 8/04/13 With this coupon

Expires 8/04/13

VP

Our Hampton Beach Casino location has reopened
for the summer! Come by and enjoy a cup of 

coffee while enjoying our beautiful ocean view!

Medium 
Iced Coffee

Medium 
Iced Coffee

.99cents.99cents

The Ultimate 
‘Man-Cave’

3D  Barber Shop 
in Methuen

Stop in, watch a Red Sox 
Game, play air hockey, have 
some refreshments and .. while 
you are at it, why not get a hair 
cut?

That’s the theme of the new 
3D Barber Shop in Methuen 
located next to the now closed 
Jackson’s Restaurant on Lowell 
Street near the 93 Rotary. 

Play foosball with your friends, 
listen to music or just hang 
out with the guys. It’s the 
ultimate man-cave, barber shop 
hangout. 

Wide Screen TV’s, air hockey, foosball, games for the kids and tons of sports memorabilia in Methuen’s 
newest Barber Shop, The 3D Barber Shop 

On June 25th, the voters of Massachusetts held an election 
for United States Senate to replace John Kerry but you 
would never know it pulling into North Andover High School 
to vote. Walter Kirby of North Andover was lonely that day 
as he stood by himself with his Markey signs. No sign of 
Gomez supporters which is ironic given that Gomez won 
North Andover by a significant margin.  
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ception, openness to children. With the 
three essential components now virtually 
forgotten from the collective conscious-
ness of the western world, we are left with 
an understanding of marriage that is only 
a rotting shell of what it actually is. Any 
reasonable person can see that this newest 
distortion of “same-sex marriage” and 
future distortions will continue to unravel 
marriage to become nothing but a non-
descript “relationship” with whomever or 
whatever one temporarily chooses. After 
all, is there much difference now in the 
minds of the masses between what is now 
called a “relationship” and a marriage?

If marriage and family are to be saved 
the era of denial must end. Either marriage 
is the intimate outgrowth of human nature 
that fulfills the individual and the species 
in the form of permanent exclusive union 
of a man and woman, or it is nothing at 
all. We can no longer play the game of 
contributing to the scandalous silence in 
the midst of the world’s first fornication 
culture while self esteem plummets and 
the union of marriage is desecrated. Until 
people understand and articulate a vision 
of marriage that is not tainted with com-
promise to post-pill modernity we will get 
nowhere. And until enough people muster 
up the courage to take a strong stand 
against the premarital sex culture and all 
the rationalizations that attempt to support 
it, marriage cannot be saved. 

Marriage has been raped of its profound 
meaning since the pill “freed” women and 
children to be used and abused. Hypocriti-
cal and severely compromised messages 
on how to bring about the cure will never 
render successful results.

bags. Students are given two weeks from 
the day the lesson is posted to complete 
the work. Those without internet access 
will be given time in school to complete 
the lessons so that they, too, can have input 
from their teachers. It also solves the power 
outage problem, too. As long as 80% of the 
students in a district complete the work in 
the allotted time, then it counts as a school 
day. This means that it won’t be added to 
the end of the school year. Students who 
do not complete the work will not be given 
credit, and will receive an incomplete or 
failing grade. As far as I can tell, however, 
nothing has been mentioned in districts that 
have adopted this about how those students 
who do complete the work will be credited 
if, in fact, less than 80% complete it. I’m 
sure that can be worked out.

 This educator and parent thinks 
Blizzard Bags make sense. It is an innova-
tive and progressive way to fix an anti-
quated and broken system. In an era where 
technology is everywhere, it seems silly 
that we don’t use it to keep kids on task and 
teachers working during designated school 
days that are interrupted by bad weather. 
The New Hampshire Department of Educa-
tion has opened this program up to all of 
its districts, yet only a handful of them and 
a few charters schools have adopted it. 
Ohio, too, has initiated this program. These 
sound to me like forward thinking school 
systems who want to take advantage of the 
time in which students are most likely to be 
engaged. I believe it would be a great fit for 
Methuen.

 Naturally, like any new idea, it 
will have its kinks that need to be straight-
ened out, it’s supporters and it’s naysayers. 
I’m sure students would be the loudest 
objectors. No amount of spoons under 
the bed, or pajamas worn inside out and 
backwards, would matter in bringing on a 
snow day when they have work they have 
to complete anyway. Some parents will ap-
plaud the idea while others will most assur-
edly complain. The same goes for teachers, 
too. Regardless of how people feel, it is 
a school district’s obligation to keep time 
on learning consistent and meaningful. 
Methuen’s philosophy states, “The school 
system must continually strive to create, 
implement, and improve programs that are 
compatible with appropriate curricula and 
provide opportunities for innovation in 
teaching and learning.” Not only that one 
of Methuen’s district goals is to, “Provide, 
supervise, and support effective instruction 
that communicates high expectations and 
that meets the needs of all learners.” Noth-
ing says this better than letting our students 
know that learning doesn’t stop because of 
bad weather.

Snow Days Shouldn’t Interrupt Learning
Ye Gay Ol’ Valley

D. B. Langevin
VALLEY PATRIOT LESBIAN COLUMNIST

WORLD VIEWS

The Pink Elephant in the Living Room: 
Marriage and the Fornication Culture

Last week DOMA was stuck down by 
the Supreme Court by one vote, and it 
made liberals and libertarians very happy. 
It made them happy because both groups 
believe marriage is not an extension of 
human nature with an objective form and 
purpose, but rather a man-made institution 
that man can change at will. They see it 
as positive law, not natural law. Most of 
those disappointed by the decision believe 
that natural marriage is the foundation of 
society and civilization, and that the court 
struck another major blow contributing 
to its eventual demise. Yet, you would 
think that with such a claim, if it were 
true, traditional marriage would have no 
problem remaining the form that govern-
ments continue to recognize. If the health 
of the individual and society depends on 
healthy and stable marriages of a man 
and woman then why are the courts and a 
sizable minority of the population winning 
the war on marriage? The answer is rather 
simple. Hypocrisy.

The greatest blow to marriage in mod-
ern times came not with the addition of 
persons of the same sex, but with the divi-
sion of sex from marriage. If proponents 
of traditional or natural marriage want to 
win this war they must convey the true 
vision and full meaning of marriage and 
not offer a message of compromise, con-
tinuing to offer deafening silence to the 
grave distortion that the sexual revolution 
unleashed on marriage and the family with 
premarital sex. The great “Generation 
gap” of the 1960’s and 70’s was mostly 
about sex & family: The post WWII hip-
pie generation proposed, for the first time 
since pagan times, that sexual expression 
become morally licit outside of the life-
long commitment of marriage. It was truly 
shocking. This brought sexual union from 
being understood as the natural significa-
tion of the permanent comingling of two 
selves into one - to the foolish dualistic 
notion that there can be two-in-one-flesh 
intimacy without bonding; that when you 
give yourself to someone you can take 
yourself fully back. Of course the term 
fornication quickly evolved into the more 
acceptable “premarital sex” and then to 
“meaningful relationship” as the language 
twisted to fit the new false paradigm. 

Losing sight of the meaning of mar-
riage over the subsequent four decades 
in which the pill unleashed the fornica-
tion revolution that shocked the world, 
led to inevitable consequences attacking 
the three essential components of mar-
riage, which are fidelity, permanence, and 
openness to children. That is, fornication 
attacked faithfulness and exclusivity; no-
fault divorce, permanence; and contra-

Paul Murano 
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

MORALTIY MATTERS

It’s time to think outside the igloo. We, 
here in the Merrimack Valley, live in an 
area of extreme weather patterns. Sum-
mers can be excessively hot and wet or 
dry, and winters are snowy and unpredict-
able. Because of these extremes, schools 
have been shut down due to flooding (a 
whole week in May 2006), freezing rain 
and snow. During the 2009-2010 school 
year, Methuen schools had so many snow 
days that it made two of them up during 
Saturdays. This past year, Methuen had 
well over the allotted five calamity days 
built into the school year because of bad 
weather. Once districts are over those five 
days, they need to make up the extra days 
missed. How is this done? They tack them 
onto the end of the school year when the 
sun is shining, temperatures are inch-
ing toward ninety degrees, children have 
shut down and teachers’ nerves are frayed 
beyond recognition. Every one knows the 
“time on learning” during those make up 
days at the end of the year do not compare 
to what could have been accomplished had 
those ‘snow days’ never occurred. It’s a 
new day; it’s a new dawn; it’s time to give 
snow days a new life.

 After being subjected to exces-
sive snow days one year, the Kearsarge 
Regional School District in New Hamp-
shire came up with the idea of Blizzard 
Bags in 2009. (It’s not really a bag; it’s just 
a fun title). Blizzard Bags are developed by 
each teacher during professional develop-
ment days for their students. Each bag 
contains three days worth of assignments to 
be completed during ‘snow days’ that have 
exceeded the five built in calamity days. 
The work is related to what the students 
are learning in each of their classes, and 
is equal to or greater than the amount of 
instructional time spent in the classroom 
for each subject over the course of three 
days. Every student will receive a Blizzard 
Bag by a designated date, preferably before 
extreme weather begins like in late October 
or early November. This allows parents 
and their children to look through the ‘bag’ 
and familiarize themselves with what the 
lessons entail and their objectives. When a 
‘snow day’ is declared school districts will 
remind students that they are to complete 
the designated assignments. There is no 
interruption in learning and teachers must 
participate, too.

What are the nuts and bolts of Blizzard 
Bags? First of all, the lessons are teacher 
developed, curriculum based and related to 
the Common Core Standards. Lessons will 
be updated and replaced as necessary based 
on the instructional progress of students. 
Most of it is done online with the teach-
ers being available throughout the day to 
respond to student’s questions, concerns 
and input. So, the students and their teach-
ers are working. For those students who 
do not have access to the internet, hard 
copies of the lessons are included in the 

Private Outing Grounds &  
Function Hall Rental Available

Proudly sponsored 
by The Valley Patriot

LAWRENCE FIREFIGHTER’S ASSOCIATION

Big Screen TV’s
Lottery, Keno

Nightly Entertainment
Pool & Dart Leagues

Relief’s In - 1 Market Street, Lawrence, MA 01843
(978) 687-9053

Paul Murano teaches 
philosophy at North 
Shore Community Col-
lege and Middlesex 
Community College, and 
theology at the College 

of Saint Mary Magdalen. He hosts Beneath 
the Surface talk radio show on 980 WCAP 
Sunday nights 10pm-midnight, hosts the BTS 
TV show at Burlington Cable Access TV, and 
is co-host of the Paying Attention! radio 
program on Saturday mornings. Paul is also 
chairman of Heartbeat Pregnancy Help cen-
ter in Burlington and is a singer/songwriter/
musician.

Dani Langevin is a teach-
er and has a Bachelors in 
Fine Art and Masters in 
Education. She has written 
four young adult novels, one 
of which is self-published. 
You can email Dani at Dani-
BLangevin@aol.com
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DEMOCRAT - TEA PARTY

and the community organized were long 
gone.

Why the strong union support? Ap-
parently, a raise in the minimum wage 
automatically triggers a raise for union 
workers. Hence, all the concern with fair-
ness.

Whether we are dealing with well-
intentioned nature lovers or unions and 
politicians seeking personal gain, the 
results will be disastrous for the rest of 
us. The natural solution is for man to stop 
fixing things and for the free market to 
determine what wages should be. 

It is foolish to intentionally introduce 
a species with a growth rate among the 
highest of any plant known to man, or a 
spectacularly prolific river rat that can 
produce three litters a year at 13 offspring 
a pop. 

But it’s downright immoral for our gov-
ernment to force an increase in the mini-
mum wage while duping us into believing 
it’s about fairness.

As a former zookeeper and environ-
mental educator, I understand the delicate 
balance required to sustain any ecosystem. 
The story of the rat-like nutria, Myocastor 
coypus, and its invasion of New Orleans, 
is a perfect example of how humans, 
convinced they know better, can make a 
major mess of things. A mere 20 of these 
12-pound rodents were brought to Loui-
siana in the 1930s, in the hopes that they 
would eat the destructive and invasive 
vegetation known as the water-hyacinth, 
Eichhornia crassipes. Not only did the 
nutria have an aversion to the obnoxious 
plant, but, being rodents, they bred an 
estimated 20 million animals within two 
decades. To this day the water-hyacinth 
and the nutria share the prize for ecologi-
cal mayhem, resulting in the destruction 
of wetlands, displacement of native flora 
and fauna and reduction in the region’s 
biodiversity.

How does this relate to raising the 
minimum wage in Massachusetts? Stick 
with me. 

Just as balance is important in fragile 
ecosystems, the same balance is vital to 
our American economic system. The free 
market works beautifully when left largely 
alone. Humans cannot force major change 
without affecting every other part of the 
equation. As in nature, nothing happens in 
a vacuum.

Increasing the minimum wage to sup-
posedly lift people out of poverty is a lofty 

goal, which, on the surface, sounds quite 
compassionate. However, research brings 
to light a myriad of unintended conse-
quences and a history of counterproduc-
tive results.

In the words of economist, Thomas 
Sowell: “It would be comforting to 
believe that the government can simply 
decree higher pay for low-wage workers, 
without having to worry about unfortunate 
repercussions, but the preponderance of 
evidence indicates that labor is not exempt 
from the basic economic principle that 
artificially high prices cause surpluses. 

In the case of the surplus of human 
beings, that can be a special tragedy 
when they are already from low-income, 
unskilled or minority backgrounds and 
urgently need to get on the job ladder, if 
they are ever to move up the ladder by 
acquiring experience and skills.”

Extensive research has proven that in-
creasing the minimum wage not only does 
not deliver the promise to reduce poverty, 
but actually causes employers to cut back 
on both the number of workers they hire 
and the working hours per employee. 

Massachusetts has a minimum wage 
rate of $8.00 per hour, a rate higher than 
the hourly federal rate of $7.25. And who 
is earning this hourly rate? 

According to the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics (BLS) the majority of those earning 
minimum wage are under age 25 and 
nearly two-thirds of them receive a raise 
in their first year of employment. Only 
about 3 percent of employees over age 

Christine Morabito 
GREATER BOSTON TEA PARTY

Human Interference and the Minimum Wage: A Rodent Love Story

25 earn minimum wage and 94 percent 
of them also have a working spouse. So 
where is the crisis?

The supporters of raising the minimum 
wage will appeal to your emotions with 
talk of “fairness” and “social justice.” 
Make no mistake; this is not about helping 
the poor - it’s about political favors.

I attended a hearing at the State House 
on this issue and was shocked to see a line 
out to the street and continuing down the 
next. I naively thought it was fantastic 
that people were so civically engaged. I 
soon realized, these were not your garden 
variety engaged citizens – these folks 
were “community organized.” People 
with clipboards buzzed around, handing 
out talking-points, telling people when to 
catch their busses and when they would 
eat lunch. 

Inside, there was a sea of purple with 
SEIU and various other union groups, 
socialists and anarchists. The proceedings 
were nothing short of an orchestrated dog 
and pony show. All testimony in favor 
of raising the minimum wage was heard 
first, when the cameras were rolling and it 
was standing room only. By the time the 
opponents of the wage hike addressed the 
committee, the cameras had disappeared 

Christine Morabito is a 
resident of Haverhill and 
President of the Greater 
Boston Tea Party. You can 
email her at
christine.morabito@hotmail.com
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to cities and towns in unrestricted local 
aid, a $21.2 million increase over the 
fiscal 2013 budget as well as increases 
in Chapter 70 aid, special education 
and state aid to public libraries which 
residents across the Commonwealth 
increasingly rely upon for services and 
resources, such as access to information, 
job searches, career development, educa-
tional tools and recreation.

“The budget allocations passed today 
by the Senate will make a real difference 
for the residents of the Merrimack Val-

ley,” said O’Connor Ives who repre-
sents Amesbury, Haverhill, Merrimac, 
Methuen, Newburyport, North Andover 
and Salisbury. “I’m proud to have advo-
cated for these priorities and I’m proud 
to be a part of our areas strong delegation 
to Beacon Hill. I hope the Governor ac-
cepts the budget soon so these funds can 
be put to work quickly,” she added.

Gov. Deval Patrick will have 10 days 
to consider the proposal and announce 
any amendments or votes before he signs 
it.

IN YOU’R CORNER ... WITH SEN. KATIE IVES

Senator Katy O’Connor Ives 
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

Senator Kathleen O’Connor Ives voted 
on the Fiscal Year 2014 Budget today in 
a 36-3 vote. The budget included numer-
ous items that she advocated for, such as:

 $300,000 for Salisbury Beach Replen-
ishment

Salisbury beach is one of the Com-
monwealth’s most popular beaches and 
contributes greatly to our state and local 
economies. Incorporating this funding 
into the final budget will help maintain 
the quality of the beach by ensuring 
much needed repairs can be completed 
following winter storms that caused 
heavy damage to the beach.

$150,000 for Methuen Stadium Light-
ing Grant

The Pelham Street Field in Methuen 
has struggled with lighting issues, and 
has created an unsafe environment for 
families attending sporting events. This 
money will be used to improve the qual-
ity of life for many spectators that use 
the field as well as increase the usage.

$90,000 for Newburyport’s C-10 
Foundation

C-10 is a non-profit 501©(3) organiza-
tion that evolved from Citizens within 
the 10 mile radius, a 5,000 member 
organization founded in 1986 to chal-

lenge evacuation plans for the Seabrook 
Station reactor. C-10 is the only citizens’ 
radiological monitoring organization in 
the country that has monitored emis-
sions from a nuclear reactor from the 
moment it generated energy. Funding 
this program would assist in independent 
citizens’ monitoring of airborne radia-
tion levels within the ten mile radius of 
Seabrook Station reactor. This data is 
compiled and graphed, with monthly re-
ports submitted to the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health and MEMA.

$1,000,000 for Directed Patrols
The State Police provide directed 

patrols to certain communities requiring 
unusual or specialized needs for service. 
Additional State Police at Salisbury 
Beach between Memorial Day and Labor 
Day provides the area with the ability to 
address potential public safety concerns-
especially during seasonal population 
increases.

$1M for Hale Hospital in Haverhill
The cost of the sale of Hale Hospi-

tal in 2001 continues to place a unique 
burden on the City of Haverhill. These 
funds will provide much needed aid in 
the coming fiscal year, which will allow 
the city to concentrate its funding on 
critical services such as public safety and 
education.

The final budget sends $920.2 million 

State Spending on Local Projects
State-Wide and District Iniatives Benefit Many in First Essex

2013-2014 State Budget incudes a $1M Increases in 
funding for Haverhill’s Hale Hospital

PHOTO:   DENISA KASICKOVÁ



3 Broadway, Salisbury Beach MA 
(978) 465-7752 • SplashLiquidLounge.com

Saturdays make the perfect date nights at SPLASH Liquid Lounge.

Featuring LIVE Music every Saturday Night,
Drink Specials and of course Dancing!

Check out our online calendar for more exciting events 
including Guest DJ’s, Live Bands, Comedy Acts & more!

084974

Providing the education & training necessary to all 
individuals interested in Firearm Safety, 
Concealed Carry & Personal Protection

Mass LTC Courses Offered Monthly
at 355 Merrimack St., Lawrence

NRA Certified Instructor
MA State Police Certified Instructor

Sig Sauer Certified Instructor
LIKE us on FaceBook at 

 Armed Citizen Training LLC
 (Schedule of classes posted)

Armed Citizen 
Training

Armed Citizen 
Training

For when you are forced to act

Contact Scott Jenkins, 
Certified Firearms Instructor 

(508) 523-5105
armedcittraining@aol.com
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Cool Breezes, Overlooking the Water 
join the thousands of people who return and enjoy Markey’s

Route 286, Seabrook NH

Open Mon. Thru Sun. 11AM - Tommy and Joyce Welcome You!

LOBSTER POOL
~Delicious~

1-603-474-2851
Route 286, Seabrook NH

Pick up your Valley Patriot all YEAR at Markey’s

Markey’s

Office: 978-689-8006
Fax: 1-866-284-2733 
Cell: 978-852-5481  
  

www.prufirstchoice.com

Dave Guselli
Realtor 184 Pleasant Valley Street, Suite 1-101, Methuen, MA 01844

daveg@prufirstchoice.com

Rock Solid in Real Estate
2010 J.D. Powers Award Winner

Methuen’s FY12 
budget was passed in 
June, and it is takes 
a balanced approach 
to Methuen’s needs, 
keeping Methuen 
affordable while 
maintaining the vital 
public safety and 
educational needs of 
our community. Let 
us look at some of the 
drivers of municipal 
spending, and 
how the municipal 
“budget busters” have 
created fiscal pressure 
on all Massachusetts 
communities. 

In Methuen 
the budget, since 
2006, has seen the following 
trends:

* State Aid down over $900,000
* The City Contribution to net 
school spending is up by over 
$4,300,000
* Health Care Spending is up by 
over $5,400,000.
* Pension Costs are up by over 
$2,400,000.
* Vocational School Spending is up 
over $1,000,000.

Those budget drivers are instructive, 
for when you look at our utilization 
of levy during the six year period the 
problems inherent in municipal finance 
become apparent. Over the six year 
period our use of levy has grown by some 
$12,300,000. During that period we have 
had new growth of $5,600,000. Existing 
levy growth would total $6,700,000 
($12 million less the new growth of $5.6 
million.) When you then deduct health 
care, pension, and school spending you 
actually arrive at a negative number for 
levy growth. We have managed, through 
the years, to maintain services in light of 
that by utilization of one time revenues 
and by keeping a close lid on municipal 
spending. How close of a lid? Since 2009 
municipal side spending has declined by 
over $6 million dollars.

As we arrive at the FY12 Budget we 
continue to hold the line on City side 
municipal spending. But the challenges 
to us are great. Before we begin the fiscal 
cycle our excess levy capacity balloons 
to approximately $6.2 million dollars. 
We have made a decision to utilize this 
capacity as a “reserve”, which has allowed 
us to lighten the tax load on residential 
taxpayers. But as the six year trend shows 
it is not possible to continue without 

some utilization 
of the levy. In 
this cycle we 
are faced with 
mandatory 
increases in 
the following 
areas. Methuen 
Public Schools 
net school 
spending will 
rise by about 
$500,000, while 
the Vocational 
School will also 
rise by $500,000. 
Employees are 
contractually 
entitled to a 
return of their 
givebacks of the 

last two years, which totals about $1.5 
million dollars. Even with that the City 
has benefited by virtue of using attrition 
and early retirement to reduce the city side 
head count, which reduced our giveback 
obligation by some $400,000.

The city side work force has been 
reduced by 10% over the last six years, 
by attrition. In reducing headcount in 
this fashion we have avoided having 
to fund unemployment benefits, while 
maintaining core services. A couple of 
figures of note: Our Fire Department is 
down by ten firefighters, our Police force 
is down by two patrolman, with two 
more out on long term disability. Our 
DPW has been cut by about a million 
dollars since 2006. In this budget I have 
restored the Police Patrol contingent to 
that recommended by the Chief. On the 
Fire side I have recommended the addition 
of five firefighters over the existing level, 
which has been reduced by attrition and 
by early retirement. The choice we face is 
between replacing the retired firefighters 
or increasing the allocation for overtime. 
My recommended staffing level will leave 
us short of the request from Chief Buote, 
but will allow us to maintain adequate fire 
services to the residents of Methuen.

This budget manages to increase 
resources to public safety, purchase some 
badly needed public safety equipment, and 
maintain services to our citizens, all while 
remaining over $2 million dollars below 
the Proposition 2.5 levy limit. While we 
are doing all of that we are funding a $100 
million dollar renovation and expansion of 
Methuen High School within our existing 
levy capacity. My budget balances our 
fundamental need for services with our 
responsibility to be conservative stewards 
of taxpayer dollars. If you have any 
questions or concerns please drop me a 
line at wmmanzi@ci.methuen.ma.us. Visit 
my blog at www.billmanzi.com. 

Addressing the city budget

METHUEN
From the desk of Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi

Councilor at Large (Elect 3)
 

Jennifer Kannan*
Michael Condon
Joyce Campagnone*
Dorothy Kalil

West Dist. Councilor (Elect 2)
 

James Hajjar* 
Sean Fountain
Jeanne Pappalardo*
 

East Dist. Councilor (Elect 2)
 

Joseph Leone
Ron Marsan
Patricia Uliano*
Tom Ciulla

 
Central Dist. Councilor (Elect 2)

David Lavalee
Fadi Chahine
Lisa Yarid Ferry
Jamie Atkinson
 

School Committee (Elect 6)
 

Robert Vogler*  
Barbara Grondine*
Lynn Hajjar Kumm
Mary Jean Fawcett
Jeri-An Batal
Lorie Aliano
Paul Downing
Evan Chaisson*
Eunice Delice
Deborah Quinn

Tech Sch. Committee (Elect 2)

Thomas Grondine*
Kenneth Henrick

Housing Authority (Elect 2)

Robert Sheehan*
Joseph Leone

Nevins Library Trustees (Elect 2)

Arthur Nicholson*
Josephine Napolitano*

Candidates for Office

Al DiNuccio     Ken Willette     Steve Zanni

Candidates for Mayor

The deadline for taking out papers is Friday July 29th. Papers must be 
returned by Tuesday August 2nd at 5:00 p.m.

City Council At Large
METHUEN

ELECT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT MIKE CONDON

Mike Condon

Borrellisdeli.com

322 Merrimack St. Methuen, MA. 01844 
Phone: (978) 687-2306

Dave
Guselli

firstchoicerealtygroup.com

Office:  
(978) 689-8006

184 Pleasant Valley St. Suite 1-102, Methuen

PHOTO: TOM DUGGAN
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FEE CANN CAFE

° ° COFFEE
CANN CAFE

STOP BY AND GRAB A HOT CUP OF COFFEE, A FRESH  
DONUT OR ONE OF OUR MANY DELICIOUS PASTRIES!

The Cann Family is proud to announce the Grand Opening of 
the Coffee Cann Cafe, conveniently nestled inside the newly- 
renovated Riverwalk Properties, located in the historic Lawrence 
mills. The Coffee Cann Cafe offers your favorite varieties of coffee, 
signature muffins and many other delicious pastries.

WITH YOUR  
PURCHASE OF A 
HOT OR ICED 

COFFEE

GET ONE 
FREE  

DONUT
360 MERRIMACk STREET | LAWRENCE, MA | BLDG 9 | ENTRY k

978-208-1907 

Offer expires 8/15/2011
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The Cann Family is proud to announce the Grand Opening of 
the Coffee Cann Cafe, conveniently nestled inside the newly- 
renovated Riverwalk Properties, located in the historic Lawrence 
mills. The Coffee Cann Cafe offers your favorite varieties of coffee, 
signature muffins and many other delicious pastries.
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HOT OR ICED 

COFFEE

GET ONE 
FREE  

DONUT
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978-208-1907 

Offer expires 8/15/2011

December Special! Stop by and enjoy a small hot coffee only 99¢. 
All f lavors! Be sure to try our Doughnut of the Month: Red Velvet,  

& Coffee’s of the Month: Egg-Nog + Gingerbread 

Buy One Gourmet
 Cupcake& Get one 

FREE
FREE 
MUFFIN
with purchase of a 
hot or iced coffee

With this Spectrum coupon. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials. Expires 1/15/12.

With this Spectrum coupon. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials. Expires 1/15/12.

The Coffee Cann Café is conveniently nestled inside the newly 
renovated Riverwalk Properties, located in the historic Lawrence mills. 
The Coffee Cann Café offers your favorite varieties of coffee, signature 
muffins and many other delicious pastries.

Our Hampton Beach Casino location has reopened
for the summer! Come by and enjoy a cup of 

coffee while enjoying our beautiful ocean view!

Try our soups, 
salads and wraps!!

With this coupon
Expires 8/04/13 With this coupon

Expires 8/04/13

Our Hampton Beach Casino location has reopened
for the summer! Come by and enjoy a cup of 

coffee while enjoying our beautiful ocean view!

Medium 
Iced Coffee

Medium 
Iced Coffee

.99cents.99cents

AT THE BEACH

Salisbury Beach Relay on Sunday, July 
21, 2013. Set up your relay team and go 
to the relay starting line, race time is 8:30 
AM. The course winds throughout the 
beach center, seaside neighborhoods, and 
the Atlantic Ocean.

Each three-person relay team will face 
the following challenges: 

1st relay leg is the 6K Road Race
2nd relay leg is the 10 Mile Cycle Race
Anchor leg is the 2 Mile Stand Up 

Paddleboard Race
The Salisbury Beach Relay is a great 

event for you and your friends to get 
together and take the challenge. Team 
members, friends and family are invited to 
a post-race celebration party on an 8,000 
sq. ft. deck directly on the Atlantic Ocean.

At the post-race celebration party, enjoy 
being entertained by a live band, presenta-
tion of awards, 50/50 raffles, and multiple 
prizes drawings, vote for best costume. 
Hamburgers, hotdogs, and salads will be 

July 9th Mike & Me, The Vic Paul 
           Show

July 10th Fireworks, The Continentals
July 11th Angela West & Showdown
July 12th 60’s Invasion
July 13th The Spectras
July 14th New Legacy Swing Band
July 15th Jessica Prouty Band
July 16th The Reminisants
July 17th Fireworks, The Continentals
July 18th Jandee Lee Porter Band
July 19th Eastern Sound
July 20th United States Volleyball 
Tournament, Kings Row
July 21th Christian Music Festival 
Bethany Church

offices on the top floor of the old high 
school until the early 90’s. There’s plenty 
of room in that building, and that’s just 
one of the buildings the city owns. There’s 
really no reason to stay on Essex Street 
paying nearly $400,000 a year.” 

“Every dollar we are spending on rent 
we are not spending on books, teach-
ers, and other materials for kids in the 
classroom. It’s a complete waste.” he 
concluded. 

“We will have at least two new school 
committee members in January and I 
think, even though the committee has 
no legal power, that the receiver should 
include us in his decision.” 

AN ILLEGAL LEASE
Former School Committeeman Mark 

Gray has long held that the DiAdamos’ 
ten year lease of the Essex Street build-

ing is illegal and never went through the 
required approval process. 

“Well, it’s a joke,” Gray told The Valley 
Patriot back in 2011. “The lease never 
went through the approval process the 
way it was supposed to, but nobody cared. 
I brought it up a hundred times when I 
sat on that committee, back when the 
committee actually had power. We sent 
the DiAdamos a letter from the commit-
tee asking about the legality of the lease. 
They refused to respond and the mayor 
refused to let us put the item back on the 
agenda for discussion, so we could never 
get his answer or anyone else’s answer as 
to how this lease was approved without 
going through the legal process.” 

“Everything is swept under the rug. 
Everything is hush hush, and then attack 
anyone who asks questions. I still want to 

know how we can spend millions of dol-
lars in rent payments for a lease that isn’t 
legal.” 

In a guest column Gray wrote in The 
Valley Patriot earlier this year, he detailed 
why he believes the DiAdamo lease is 
illegal. 

“By law, the maximum time that a con-
tract can go without a battery of approvals 
by the city is three years. There can be a 
contract made up to 10 years but it would 
have to go through a lengthy approval 
process ... Two of the authorities that 
would have to approve this 10 year lease 
would be the school committee and the 
city council, [both of] which DID NOT 
approve the contract.”

“Point two, besides ignoring state laws 
and ignoring approval from governing 
authorities, on November 20, 2003, the 
contract was signed which, at best puts the 
lease up for renewal this year. 

But the start date of the contract 
continued to change as the contract was 

Salisbury Beach Activities for July

July 22th All Summer Long
July 23th Paul Wayne
July 24th Fireworks, The Continentals
July 25th Karen Morgan and Pony
Expess
July 26th Neurotic Gumbo
July 27th Little Miss Hampton Beach,
Ricco Barr and the Jumping Jive
Review
July 28th Miss Hampton Beach,  

    Rage N Age
July 29th Classmates
July 30th HELP
July 31th Fireworks, American Idol
Ayla Brown

available to be purchased, cash bar.
Please sign up for a great relay race; 

while helping two local non-profit causes.
Salisbury Beach’s free weekly concert 

and firework series, provided by the Salis-
bury Beach Partnership.

The Boys and Girls Club of the Lower 
Merrimack Valley Summer Club Program. 

Each team is encouraged to support 
and sponsor a local boy or girl for a week 
in the summer club program. For a large 
majority of these kids, this is their only 
summer activity, please consider making 
it happen - let’s put smile on all their faces 
with a week of fun!

Sign up today and be part of a new 
Salisbury Beach tradition, each race mem-
ber will receive a commemorative t-shirt.

Early bird registration is $99 per team 
until July 15, 2013 after $129 per team. 

Minimum age requirement to participate 
is 18 years old.

amended more than once.”
Gray says that apathy and the environ-

ment of corruption lead to the illegal lease 
of the building, saying, “The politicians 
do what they want, when they want, to 
hell with the law, to hell with the poli-
cies and procedures. If you are you are 
connected, you can do what you want 
and you can get what you want and that 
isn’t going to chance as long as leaders 
in surrounding communities don’t care. 
They don’t speak out about how Lawrence 
wastes their money. They put no pres-
sure on the state reps and state senators to 
stop the insanity. So, as long as cities and 
towns like Methuen, Boxford, Andover, 
and North Andover don’t seem to care, 
you will never see it change. Lawrence 
will continue to be the most corrupt city in 
the state. The people of Lawrence aren’t 
going to change it. Neither are the elected 
officials.

You can email publisher Tom Duggan at 
valleypatriot@aol.com

Meghan Hale and her daughter and Lilly tackle the waves at Hampton Beach

PHOTO: TOM DUGGAN

Hampton Beach Activities for July

Eddie Money  
Returns to Casino

July 25th
Show:8:00 PM
Doors:6:00 PM

Age:18+

GOLD - $41
RESERVED - $31
GENERAL ADMISSION $24
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Rheumatoid Arthritis, Motor Neuron Dis-
ease (ALS, Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 
-Lou Gehrig’s disease), Multiple Chemical 
Sensitivity Syndrome (MCS) and numerous 
other psychiatric disorders such as depres-
sion and anxiety.

Though Lyme Disease is a familiar name 
to most people, their knowledge of it is often 
limited. There have been numerous reports 
in the media about it in the United States 
over the past 25 years; about small deer 
ticks transmitting bacteria called Borrelia 
burgdorferi. Frequently mentioned is the 
bulls-eye skin rash that develops following 
the bite of an infected tick. The disease can 
begin with flu-like symptoms that progress 
to a chronic, debilitating disorder. 

Acute Lyme Disease, left untreated, will 
become CLD which is devastating to the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of individuals 
(most never suspecting Lyme as the cause 
of their disease) and we are all at risk. Most 
are misdiagnosed and mistreated. In many 
cases of Lyme Disease, a correct diagnosis 
doesn’t occur until after several months or 
more often many years of suffering with the 
disease. Even if the blood tests were perfect, 
waiting a week for the results may be too 
late! By then it may have caused severe ill-
ness, disability and permanent damage. The 
disease is widespread and the prevalence is 
significantly higher than reported by health 
officials.

There are some key factors that exist in 
the medical community regarding Lyme 
Disease; they go a long way in explain-
ing why CLD is often misdiagnosed and 
mistreated. However, possibly the greatest 
reason that Acute Lyme becomes Chronic 
Lyme Disease (CLD) is the following cri-

(LD) (3). Sixty-two percent of “a cohort of 
215 consecutively treated LD patients in 
Westchester County” were found to have ar-
thralgias, arthritis, and cardiac or neurologic 
involvement with or without fatigue a mean 
of 3.2 years after treatment (4).

According to Cameron (2), “There is no 
objective way to rule out an active infection. 
Lab tests that can be very helpful in con-
firming a clinical diagnosis of Lyme Disease 
(such as the ELISA and Western blot tests) 
are not useful in determining whether the 
infection has been adequately treated. 

Common LD symptoms such as Bell’s 
palsy, erythema migrans rash, meningitis, 
arthritis, or heart block, which are included 
in the current surveillance definitions, can be 
useful in “ruling in” Lyme Disease, but the 
absence or disappearance of these symptoms 
cannot “rule out” an ongoing infection. A 
population-based, retrospective cohort study 
of individuals with a history of LD revealed 
that they were significantly more likely to 
have joint pain, memory impairment, and 
poor functional status due to pain than per-
sons without a history of LD, even though 
there were no signs of objective findings 
on physical examination or neurocognitive 
testing (5). 

Two recent mouse studies revealed that 
spirochetes persist despite antibiotic therapy 
and that standard diagnostic tests are not 
able to detect their presence (6, 7). In sum, 
there are no clinical or laboratory markers 
that identify the eradication of the pathogen.

1. “Unorthodox and Unvalidated Labo-
ratory Tests in the Diagnosis of Lyme 
Borreliosis and in Relation to Medically 
Unexplained Symptom”, Duerden, B.I., UK 
Health Protection Agency Official Report on 
Lyme Disease

2. Proof That Chronic Lyme Disease 
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Medicine, Northern Westchester Hospital, 
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December 2009; Accepted 26 March 2010
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A huge thank you to my friend and men-
tor Dr. Kevin Conners for providing the 
content of this article. 

Dr. Jin Sung is a 
chiropractic physi-
cian who helps his 
patients both neuro-
logically and meta-
bolically to solve 
complex health is-
sues. He can be 
reached at 978-688-
6999. Or visit his 

website at www.DrJinSung.com.

teria (hoops) that standard medical doctors 
must jump through to legally diagnose:

“Internationally recognized criteria for 
the diagnosis of Lyme Borreliosis are based 
upon stringent interpretation of serological 
tests for specific antibodies to B. burgdorferi 
sensu lato. The criteria recommended in the 
USA (from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention), Europe (i.e. MiQ 20-00 
Germany) and the UK are: 

• Serum samples for the detection of anti-
bodies to B. burgdorferi should be analyzed 
by a two-test procedure: 

- a sensitive screening test (e.g. ELISA or 
IFA). All samples judged to be reactive or 
equivocal in the screening test should then 
be confirmed by 

- a Western blot for antibodies to specific 
B. burgdorferi antigens. The Western blot 
should only be used in succession with an 
ELISA or IFA test. Detailed interpretive 
criteria for Western blots differ between 
Europe and the USA, to take into account 
differences in the geographic distribution of 
the infecting genospecies. 

These serological criteria are used for the 
laboratory diagnosis of Lyme borreliosis 
by the HPA Lyme Borreliosis Specialist 
Diagnostic Service at the HPA South-East 
Regional Laboratory, Southampton.” (1)

The evidence continues to mount that 
Chronic Lyme Disease (CLD) exists and 
must be addressed by the medical com-
munity if solutions are to be found. (2) 
Thirty-four percent of a “population-based, 
retrospective cohort study in Massachusetts” 
were found to have arthritis or recurrent 
arthralgias, neurocognitive impairment, 
and neuropathy or myelopathy, a mean of 
6 years after treatment for Lyme Disease 

There is argument in the medical com-
munity whether chronic Lyme even exists. 
The general stance by most state medical 
boards is that it doesn’t, and that no doctor 
may treat such figments of imagination. 
Those who suffer from it have been told to 
seek psychiatric help, put on antidepres-
sants, and have been made to feel like they 
are hypochondriacs. But we know that it 
is real! Chronic Lyme Disease (CLD) is a 
seriously complex, multi-system, inflam-
matory, autoimmune disease that is trig-
gered by the bacterial lipoproteins (BLPs) 
produced by the spiral-shaped bacteria of 
the family called Borrelia. Though most 
doctors may acknowledge acute Lyme, one 
cannot continue to ignore the evidence of an 
identifiable bacterial infection, the inability 
of antibiotics to kill it after a period of time 
is what is in question. 

The problem is that the Borrelia family 
of parasites (currently over 90 by count) is 
difficult to detect, isolate, grow, and study in 
the laboratory, so our technical knowledge 
of this pathogen is poor and misunderstood. 
The disease can affect every tissue and 
every major organ system in the body. Clini-
cally, it can appear as a chronic arthralgia 
(joint pain), fibromyalgia (fibrous connec-
tive tissue and muscle pain), chronic fatigue, 
immune dysfunction and as neurological 
disease. CLD may even be fatal in severe 
cases depending on severity and the organ 
being attacked. However, I don’t believe 
that anyone has ever had CLD listed as their 
cause of death. Why? Because the Borrelia 
bacteria causes other named diseases.

The diagnosis of Lyme Disease should 
be primary based upon clinical evidence, 
but time and time again I see patients who 
are unable to receive a necessary, immedi-
ate antibiotic until labs are run. There is 
currently no perfect laboratory test that is 
definitive for Lyme Disease. Most tests will 
still give false negative results – meaning 
the patient is told they are fine and they 
are NOT. Physicians not familiar with the 
complex clinical presentation of Lyme 
Disease frequently misdiagnose it as other 
disorders. Left untreated in its acute phase, 
it (the spirochete) can become an antigen in 
a variety of autoimmune disorders such as: 
Fibromyalgia or Chronic Fatigue Immune 
Dysfunction Syndrome (CFIDS), Multiple 
Sclerosis, Lupus, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 

What is Chronic Lyme Disease?
Dr. Jin Sung 
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is Here

IT’S AT THE CORE OF 

QUALITY

Holy Family Hospital is proud to be consistently recognized by many 
of the health care industry’s most respected organizations for quality, 
safety and patient satisfaction. These include:

•	 The	Gold	Seal	of	Approval	from	The	Joint	Commission, the world 
leader in evaluating the quality and safety of patient care.

•	 “A”	Hospital	Safety	Score,	the	highest	distinction	for	excellence	
awarded	by	The	Leapfrog	Group, a national, independent 
organization that scores hospitals based on preventable medical 
errors, injuries, accidents, and infections. 

•	 The	Gold	Seal	of	Approval	from	The	Joint	Commission	for	hip	and	
knee total joint replacements. We are the only hospital in the region 
to earn this distinction.

•	 Blue	Distinction	Center®	for	excellence	in	knee	and	hip	
replacements and spine surgery from Blue Cross Blue Shield  
of Massachusetts. 

At	Holy	Family	Hospital,	we	are	committed	to	bringing	world	class	
health	care	to	every	patient	who	needs	it,	wherever	they	live.	And	with	
Steward’s	team	approach	and	network	of	world-class	doctors,	nurses	
and staff, we’ll help you get well, and stay well, right here in your own 
community and your own home.

THE NEW HEALTH CARE.

Blue Distinction® Centers met overall quality measures for patient safety and outcomes, developed with input from the medical community. Blue Distinction® Centers+ also met cost measures that address consumers’ need for affordable 
healthcare. Individual outcomes may vary. National criteria is displayed on www.bcbs.com. A Local Blue Plan may require additional criteria for facilities located in its own service area. To find out which services and providers (including 
hospital based physicians) are covered under your policy, or to learn about Local Blue Plan Criteria, contact your Local Blue Plan; and contact your provider before making an appointment to verify its current Network and Blue Distinction 
Centers status. Each hospital’s Cost Index is calculated separately, based on data from its Local Blue Plan. Hospitals in portions of CA, ID, NY, PA, and WA may lie in areas served by two Local Blue Plans, resulting in two Cost Index figures; 
and their own Local Blue Plans decide whether all hospitals in these areas must meet Blue Distinction Centers+ national criteria for one or both Cost Index figures. Neither Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association nor any Blue Plans are 
responsible for damages, losses, or non-covered charges resulting from Blue Distinction or other provider finder information or care received from Blue Distinction or other providers. To find out more, contact your Local Blue Plan.

For	more	information,	visit	stewardholyfamily.org	
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MEDICAL CORRUPTION

This column was triggered by a gushing 
puff piece published naturally by Brian Mc-
Grory’s newspaper - The Boston Globe - on 
May 21, 2013. Even by their standards, that 
piece was a new low. This particular gusher 
was about the second $125 Million given 
to Harvard by a Swiss businessman by the 
name of Hansjörg Wyss, on top of the $125 
Million he had given Harvard already.

Harvard put his name on an Institute and 
gave him an Alumni Achievement Award. 
People should also note that Wyss himself 
states that Harvard molded him into what 
he became. When you see Wyss, you see 
Harvard.

Wyss has lived in the US ever since and 
built his fortune here, but never applied for 
US citizenship. For over 30 years Wyss has 
been the head of a medical devices com-
pany called Synthes and owned 40% of it’s 
stock. In June of 2012, he sold it to Johnson 
& Johnson for about $20 Billion. What the 
puff piece by the Boston Globe failed to 
inform it’s readers is that Synthes has a very 
nasty history. It has in fact, been declared 
a criminal corporation by the US Govern-
ment. And it wasn’t a case of low level 
employees in some subsidiary far, far away 
that Wyss could not have known about. 
He was in the Federal indictment itself as 
Person Number 7.

Wyss’ company, Synthes, owned a 
subsidiary called Norian that made a bone 

cement called Norian XR that was approved 
for areas of the body that do NOT support 
the body’s whole weight. If injected into a 
bone that could be loaded with the body’s 
own weight, there was a very high proven 
risk that the cement would be squeezed out 
and kill by clotting the blood stream. Which 
is exactly what happened. Three people 
died. 

There was sworn testimony in this case 
that it was Wyss himself, as the leader 
of the company, who decided that there 
should be no approved formal trial of the 
bone cement, Norian XR, but that they 
should instead bribe American surgeons 
with company stock to simply inject their 
patients with it, thereby massively increas-
ing sales and profits. A 50% profit margin 
was achieved.

US Attorney Memenger said, “In this 
case, the defendants conducted illegal hu-
man experiments beyond the scrutiny of the 
FDA. They subjected frail and elderly pa-
tients - among the most vulnerable members 
of our society - to serious safety risks.”

Four lower executives were sentenced 
to prison for between 5 and 9 months. That 
they were imprisoned at all, a precedent in 
itself is because the Court found this scheme 
scandalously horrendous. The Judge went 
above the sentencing guidelines for the first 
time in 25 years. And in another precedent-
setting move, the Office of the Inspector 
General insisted that Synthes be forced to 
sell the Norian company in order to save 
Norian from any association with Wyss.

Did you get that? The Inspector General 
said that the bone cement company itself 
had to be saved FROM Wyss.

“This is an egregious case, and it made us 
firm in our belief that we should draw a line 
here,” said Greg Demske, from the Office of 
the Inspector General.

The cold arrogance of Wyss’ company, 
which naturally reflects the mores of it’s 
leader, is evident in this statement - “Syn-
thes remains committed to operating in 
accordance with the highest legal and ethi-
cal standards, and bringing closure to this 
matter will permit the company to focus on 
its mission to improve patient care.”

Naturally, Wyss himself is not in prison, 
nor did the Obama Administration hold him 
accountable personally in any way for brib-
ing doctors and killing three people even 
though he lives in West Chester, PA, and not 
in Europe. Synthes pleaded guilty to one 
felony count and 111 misdemeanor counts 
as part of a Consent Agreement and paid a 
fine. Just like HSBC, a bank that knowingly 
laundered billions for known drug dealers 
and terrorists.

It is the knowledge that you are untouch-
able that forms the basis for such arrogant 
statements.

The PBS documentary series FRONT-
LINE recently ran a worthy episode called 
“The Untouchables” about how the Obama 
Administration has knowingly allowed rich 
criminals to walk. Numerous journalists 
have reported that ‘the untouchables’ are 
people who are super-rich and connected in 

some way to Obama via Harvard or other 
links. The Obama Administration, in turn, 
went to Court and declared that soliciting 
information from sources was a criminal 
act.

The excuse provided by the Obama Ad-
ministration for not sending these super-rich 
criminals to prison or pulling the license 
of criminal banks such as HSBC was that 
enforcing the law on the powerful would 
lead to job cuts.

This past week, in sworn Congressional 
testimony by the Dept. of Justice’s new Act-
ing Head of the Criminal Division, Mythili 
Raman, this excuse has been proved to be 
an outright lie.

The immediate benefit from that PBS 
film to good people in this country was that 
Lanny Breuer immediately resigned as a 
result. It now remains for other good people 
to hold Obama and his Harvard friends ac-
countable for lying to the public about why 
they let their criminal friends walk. Was a 
donation to Harvard an indirect donation to 
Obama? As a Swiss citizen, naturally Wyss 
can pay only under the table.

It is very likely that the Boston Globe’s 
editor Brian McGrory knew all of this when 
he chose to not go there and instead ran just 
a puff piece, nicely deferential to Harvard 
and money and power.

The Boston Globe routinely runs articles 
casting aspersions on physicians who eat a 
pizza while listening to a lecture sponsored 
by drug companies. “After all”, says the 
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it difficult for mathematically able students 
to complete an authentic Algebra I course in 
grade 8. As the 2013 NAEP results indicate, 
over 30% of 13-year olds nation-wide take 
Algebra I, a percentage that has been increas-
ing regularly since 1970.

Stanford University Mathematics Profes-
sor R. James Milgram testified before an 
Indiana House Education Committee that: 
“Our students will be more than two years 
behind international expectations by grade 
8. The top countries start algebra in grade 
7 and geometry in grade 8 or 9. By the end 
of grade 9, their students will have learned 
all of the material in a standard geometry 
course, all the material in a standard Algebra 
I course, and some of the most important 
material in a standard Algebra II course. 
This allows a huge percentage of them to 
finish calculus before graduating from high 
school.”

While at first it is surprising that Com-
mon Core’s non-rigorous standards received 
a grade of B+ from the Fordham Institute 
in its 2010 review, one needs to know that 
Fordham received about one million dollars 
from the Gates Foundation to promote them 
and also used a different evaluation and 
grading scheme from the one it had used 
in earlier reviews of state standards. Thus, 
one should be skeptical about Fordham’s 
claim that Common Core’s ELA standards 
are superior to most states’ standards. Many 
states would benefit from better standards 
for K-8 than they had, but Common Core’s 
ELA standards have different but more seri-
ous problems than the previous standards in 
many other states and must be revised before 
their students can benefit from them. 

What should revision address? Common 
Core’s standards need international bench-
marking, credible authors, and removal of 
the arbitrary percentage for literary study in 
K-12. Its Validation Committee (VC) was 
supposed to ensure that its standards were 
internationally benchmarked. Even though 
Professor Milgram (the one mathemati-
cian on the VC) and I (and possibly others) 
regularly asked for names of the countries 
to which the standards were supposedly 
benchmarked, we didn’t get them. Indeed, 
Common Core’s chief mathematics stan-
dards writer made it clear that its aim is not 
to increase the number of students for the 
freshman mathematics courses that science, 
engineering, and nursing majors should take. 
He told the Massachusetts Board of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education at a public 
meeting in March 2010 that Common Core’s 
vision of college readiness means readiness 
for admission to a non-selective college. 

Moreover, neither of Common Core’s 
chief standards writers (David Coleman 
and Jason Zimba) has ever taught in K-12, 
nor published anything on curriculum and 
instruction. They are basically unknown in 
the field of education. 

For credibility, Common Core’s standards 
must be revised by high school English and 
mathematics teachers, literary scholars, and 
science, engineering, or mathematics instruc-
tors of freshman mathematics—groups 
that were excluded from the development 
of Common Core’s standards. This would 
ensure that states that adopted Common Core 
to increase achievement in low-performing 
students are not at the same time inadvertent-
ly reducing the academic challenge needed 
by other students.

As many states proceed to implement 
Common Core’s standards, they should 
keep in mind: (1) These standards are NOT 
internationally benchmarked. (2) They are 
NOT rigorous. (3) NO research supports 
Common Core’s stress on “informational” 
reading instruction in the English class or its 
approach to geometry in secondary schools. 
(4) NO state needs Common Core to find 
out how its students compare with those in 
another state. It can already use NAEP state 
results to do so. (5) The inter-state mobility 
rate in K-12 is estimated at less than 2% of 
the school population. 

Why Massachusetts needs to defund 
implementation and testing of Common 
Core’s current standards

In this essay, I suggest why Common 
Core’s English language arts and mathemat-
ics standards need revision before further 
implementation in any Common Core 
state—and well before tests are given that 
are based on these flawed standards. 

First, Common Core’s ELA standards 
have many flaws:

Common Core expects English teachers 
to spend at least 50 percent of their reading 
instructional time on informational texts 
at every grade level. It provides 10 read-
ing standards for informational texts and 9 
standards for literary texts at every grade 
level. (An informational text is a piece of 
writing intending to convey information 
about something, e.g., gravity, bicycles, 
nutrition.) However, there is no body of 
information that English teachers have ever 
been responsible for teaching, unlike science 
teachers, for example, who are charged with 
teaching information about science. As a 
result, English teachers are not trained to 
give informational reading instruction—by 
college English departments or by teacher 
preparation programs. They typically study 
four major genres of literature—poetry, 
drama, fiction, and nonfiction—and are 
trained to teach those genres.

Common Core reduces opportunities 
for students to develop critical (analytical) 
thinking. Analytical thinking is developed 
in the English class when teachers teach 
students how to read between the lines of 
complex literary works. It is facilitated by 
the knowledge that students acquire in other 
ways and in other subjects because critical 
(analytical) thinking cannot take place in an 
intellectual vacuum. By reducing literary 
study in the English class, Common Core 
reduces the opportunity for students to learn 
how to do critical (analytical) thinking. 

Common Core’s middle school writing 
standards are developmentally inappropriate 
for average middle school students. Adults 
have a much better idea of what “claims,” 
“relevant evidence,” and academic “argu-
ments” are. Most children have a limited 
understanding of these concepts and find it 
difficult to compose an argument with claims 
and evidence. This would be the case even 
if Common Core’s writing standards were 
linked to appropriate reading standards and 
prose models. But they are not. Nor does the 
document clarify the difference between an 
academic argument (explanatory writing) 
and persuasive writing, confusing teachers 
and students alike. 

Most of Common Core’s college-readi-
ness and grade-level standards in ELA are 
empty skills. Skills training alone doesn’t 
prepare students for college-level work. 
They need a fund of content knowledge. But 
Common Core’s ELA standards (as well as 
its literacy standards for other subjects) do 
not specify the literary/historical knowledge 
students need. They provide no list of rec-
ommended authors or works, just examples 
of levels of “complexity.” 

They require no British literature aside 
from Shakespeare. They require no authors 
from the ancient world or selected pieces 
from the Bible as literature so that students 
can learn about their influence on Eng-
lish and American literature. They do not 
require study of the history of the English 
language. Without requirements in these 
areas, students are not prepared for college 
coursework.

Common Cores’ mathematics standards 
also have serious flaws. 

Common Core does not complete the 
teaching and use of the standard algorithms 
of arithmetic until grades 5-6. 

Common Core defers the study of many 
Algebra I concepts to grade 9. This makes 

NATION - STATE

port the tenets that made this nation great: it 
offers assistance versus promoting self-reli-
ance. The bill bypasses the established Rule 
of Law which so many immigrants have 
followed to become citizens, instead offer-
ing a path to citizenship for gang members, 
criminals and those that entered the nation 
illegally. The bill fails to enforce existing 
work laws, allowing large corporations to 
continue to enslave immigrant workers. 
The bill fails to recognize that most illegal 
immigrants do not want citizenship; they 
simply want to earn money to send home, or 
get some medical care, or get some govern-
ment assistance. And the bill fails to fix the 
false interpretation of the 14th Amendment 
which “grants citizenship based solely on 
being born in the United States”. 

This bill is bad. When illegal immigrants 
arrive in this nation and obtain a slave-wage 
job or get some assistance, they believe they 
have achieved the American Dream. Based 
on where they came from, even the slums 
of America offer more conveniences than 
the neighborhoods of their native land. Is it 
no wonder that those in Washington expect 
their vote in return for this false American 
Dream? 

Allowing its passage is committing inter-
national suicide. The silent majority needs 
to wake up and let their voices be heard in 
the halls of Washington. We need a good 
immigration policy, one that promotes the 
ideals of this immigrant nation. We deserve 
an immigration policy that expects immi-
grants to embrace self-reliance, the rule of 
law, life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness, and limited government. We deserve 
a policy that seeks those that want to make 
a better life for themselves, their families 
and this nation. We need a policy promotes 
the greatness of this nation, from a selfish 
point of view, as we must remain the great-
est nation in the world --- or freedom and 
liberty will forever be lost, in this nation 
and throughout the world. The people of the 
world depend on the United States for the 
hope of freedom.

Tom Weaver
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

July 4th – the day that the colonies de-
clared Independence; not only from Mother 
England, but from all the countries in the 
world. The colonies were comprised of 
many nationalities, religions, cultures and 
even races. It was a collection of immi-
grants that came to live the greatest experi-
ment in history; an experiment based on 
three ideals -- Life, Liberty and the Pursuit 
of Happiness. In the quest to achieve those 
ideals, they fought for independence and 
they became Americans; a new nationality 
and a new race. They won Independence; 
they set up a government to protect the 
rights of Americans. They specifically 
rejected the idea that government should 
provide handouts. They relied on Equality 
under the Law, not equality in outcome. 

The United States became the most 
exceptional nation in the history of man. 
No other country has allowed so many to 
shed blood for the freedom and protection 
of others in far away continents. No other 
country has a population that has been more 
generous to other nations in time of need. 
No other country has provided the protec-
tion of rights which has allowed the greatest 
inventions to be created and developed 
by those living in this country. No other 
country has the high standard of living that 
exists in America; which is based on the 
efforts of the individual, not the interference 
of government. 

And yet, we have many that fail to realize 
the greatness of this nation. They may use 
the phase life, liberty and pursuit of happi-
ness, but they have twisted the meaning. To 
them, it invokes government greatness, not 
the greatness of the people. We have elected 
representatives in both Houses that fail to 
realize that greatness is achieved by pursu-
ing the founding ideals, not the dictates 
of government. We have a President who 
believes in the greatness of other govern-
ments, not in a representative republic 
which protects the rights of all citizens. 
Judges use a living dictionary to rule in 
favor of failed utopian ideas, ignoring the 
Rule of Law and individual responsibility. 
And we have a greater number of citizens 
that care more about distinctions, than being 
Americans of equal rights.

Now we are faced with a Comprehensive 
Immigration Plan. Passage of this bill could 
completely destroy this nation. It is a poison 
pill meant to fundamentally change the 
United States. Why? The bill fails to sup-

Indepenence Day Why MA needs to defund 
Common Core
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SALEM- The Salem Animal Rescue 
League (SARL) today announced that the 
American College of History and Legal 
Studies (ACHLS), a two year undergradu-
ate college located in Salem, NH, has be-
come the first business member of SARL.

Earlier this month, SARL announced 
that for the first time in its 20 year his-
tory it would 
begin offering 
yearly business 
membership 
opportunities 
to allow those 
who believe 
in SARL’s 
mission and 
support its pro-
grams to join 
their community and show support.

“We are proud and grateful to have the 
American College of History and Legal 
Studies join the SARL family,” said D.J. 
Bettencourt, SARL’s Director of Devel-
opment and Community Relations. “Our 
members will be the strength of our orga-
nization. They will help us keep our doors 
open, making ongoing health and daily 
care possible.”

Business members, such as ACHLS 
will not only assist SARL in helping the 
animals but will enjoy visibility, network-
ing, and low-cost advertising opportunities 
within SARL’s large network of animal 
caregivers and adopters.

“The American College is proud of the 
alliance forged by our business member-
ship with SARL,” said Andrea DeFusco-

American College of History and  
Legal Studies Becomes First Member 
of the Salem Animal Rescue League

Sullivan, Assistant Dean at ACHLS. “Like 
SARL, which works to enrich the lives 
of families in the Greater Salem area 
by matching homeless pets with their 
forever homes, the ACHLS is committed 
to bettering the socio-economic lives of 
local families by offering low cost, acces-
sible educational routes to the bachelor’s 
degree en route to law school at our parent 
institution, the Massachusetts School of 
Law. The American College applauds 

SARL’s initia-
tive in forging 
bonds with the 
local business 
community, and 
we wish them 
continued suc-
cess in the years 
to come.”

SARL offers 
six different business membership levels 
with a diverse set of benefits. Anyone 
interested in becoming a SARL business 
member should contact: D.J. Bettencourt, 
Director of Development and Community 
Relations at 603-893-3210 (ex. 202) or 
djbettencourt@sarlnh.org.

The Salem Animal Rescue League 
(SARL) was established in 1992 by a 
group of devoted volunteers and is a non-
profit organization that seeks to save the 
lives of abandoned, neglected and injured 
animals of southern New Hampshire and 
northern Massachusetts by providing a 
safe haven, compassionate care and new 
permanent homes for the animals it serves. 
SARL currently serves over 1,500 animals 
a year. To learn more about SARL, please 
visit www.sarlnh.org.

DJ Bettencourt 
SALEM NH ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE
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SALEM- The Salem Animal Rescue League (SARL) today announced that the American 
College of History and Legal Studies (ACHLS), a two year undergraduate college located in 
Salem, NH, has become the first business member of SARL. 
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families by offering low cost, accessible educational routes to the bachelor’s degree en 
route to law school at our parent institution, the Massachusetts School of Law.  The 
American College applauds SARL’s initiative in forging bonds with the local business 
community, and we wish them continued success in the years to come.” 
 
SARL offers six different business membership levels with a diverse set of benefits. Anyone 
interested in becoming a SARL business member should contact: D.J. Bettencourt, Director 
of Development and Community Relations at 603-893-3210 (ex. 202) or 
djbettencourt@sarlnh.org. 
 
### 
 
The Salem Animal Rescue League (SARL) was established in 1992 by a group of devoted volunteers 
and is a non-profit organization that seeks to save the lives of abandoned, neglected and injured 
animals of southern New Hampshire and northern Massachusetts by providing a safe haven, 
compassionate care and new permanent homes for the animals it serves. SARL currently serves over 
1,500 animals a year. To learn more about SARL, please visit www.sarlnh.org. 
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I have a few things that I wanted to 
discuss this month. One has to do with 
buying dogs as gifts and the other is a plea 
for your help regarding my rescue.

I know I’ve written about the topic of 
buying dogs as gifts before, but it’s some-
thing that really bugs me, so I wanted to 
touch base on it again.

Under NO circumstances, should you 
ever get a dog as a gift for someone.

Getting a dog is a very personal and 
important decision that should only be 
made by the party who will be caring for 
the dog. To surprise someone with a new 
puppy, although a cute idea, is the worst 
gift you could give.

There are many different types of dogs 
(my favorite of course are mutts from 
shelters) each with their own characteris-
tics; ranging from activity level, to size, to 
disposition.

Getting a dog is a very big step, and 
should only be made after many months 
of searching and preparation. People think 
that giving a puppy as a gift is a cute idea; 
and it is.

Except when the novelty wears off and 
the person is left with vet bills, board-
ing bills, food bills, doggie daycare/dog 
walker bills, etc.

Getting a dog is a great thing, only if 
you are ready. People need to be aware 
of the expenses that come along with 
properly owning a dog. Taking your dog 
to the vet is not cheap; nor is the monthly 
dosage for flea/tick preventative and 
heartworm pills. A good brand of dog 
food comes along with a pretty high price 
tag. Having a dog is like having a child. 
They need to be seen regularly by a doctor 
and you only want to feed them healthy 
food. This type of responsible ownership 
isn’t cheap. Make sure you are getting a 
dog for the right reasons. A dog is a com-
mitment that could last over 15 years.

Make sure that you are prepared for 
this. A dog isn’t something that you get 
and then a few months or years later, 
dispose of it when something better comes 
around.

I write this from the deepest part of 

3. FROZEN PEANUT BUTTER 
YOGURT TREATS

 INGREDIENTS:
1-32oz. container of vanilla yogurt
1 cup of peanut butter
    HOW TO MAKE:
1. Put the peanut butter in a microwave 

safe dish and microwave until melted.
2. Mix the yogurt and the melted peanut 

butter in a bowl.
3. Pour mixture into cupcake papers and 

freeze.
4. PUG POPS
INGREDIENTS:
1 Quart fruit juice
1 banana, mashed
1/2 cup yogurt 
HOW TO MAKE:
Mix ingredients together thoroughly, 

and then freeze. This can be eaten by 
people too. 

5. YOGURT PUPS
INGREDIENTS:
16 ounces plain nonfat yogurt 
3/4 cup water 
1 tablespoon chicken bouillon granules 
HOW TO MAKE:
Dissolve bouillon in water, Combine 

water and yogurt in blender and blend 
thoroughly, Pour into small containers for 
freezing, cover and freeze.

Tracey Zysk, owner of Wiggles & 
Jiggles Pet Care in North Andover MA 
is a local pet care professional. She has 
been featured on local radio, TV and 
newspapers educating the general public 
on animal care and animal health & 
wellness. Tracey is a proud supporter of 
Police, Fire & Military K9 units. Tracey 
may be reached at wigglewalk@comcast.
net. Become a fan on Facebook at Wiggles 
& Jiggles Pet Care. 

Frozen Treats for Your Pups

Kate Whitney
VALLEY PATRIOT PUPPY GIRL

 PUPPY LOVE! with Kate Whitney
PUPPIES

Holy Hot! As my Boston Terrier, Lani, 
was panting while trying to cool down 
after our walk, I gave her fresh water 
with ice cubes. As she was drinking from 
the bowl and playing with her ice cubes, 
I decided to look for some recipes that 
could make this a fun and tasty way to 
cool down. 

I came across these great recipes on 
the Vegan Rottweiler forum website and 
would like to share with you:

1. ICY PAWS 
INGREDIENTS:
2 cartons plain or vanilla yogurt (32 oz. 

each) 
1 small can tuna in water (8oz.) 
2 tsp. garlic power 
24, 3 oz. plastic cups (not paper) 
HOW TO MAKE:
Open yogurt, if they are full to the top 

use a spoon & scoop out one cup (these 
will be frozen as plain yogurt). Put half of 
the can of tuna in each yogurt container 
add the garlic power (1 tsp. in each) & stir 
thoroughly. 

Use a spoon & scoop the mixture into 
the cups. Place on a tray & freeze over-
night. 

Makes about 24 treats. 
2. FROZEN DOGGY YUMS
 INGREDIENTS:
1 cup water
1 cube chicken or beef bouillon (dog’s 

favorite)
4 small pieces of chicken or beef 
HOW TO MAKE:
Dissolve bouillon in water and tear meat 

into smaller pieces about 1/2-inch squares. 
Freeze for about 12 hours or until solid. 
Great for hot days!! My dog loves these!!! 

my heart. I don’t mean to offend anyone 
who has given a dog as a gift before or 
who has given up a dog. But working in 
dog rescue, I see so many dogs dumped 
in shelters just because they became an 
“inconvenience” to their families. People 
surrender their dogs for many different 
reasons, but there are a few that are very 
common.

If you have to move, try a little harder 
to find a pet friendly place, they are out 
there. If you have a baby, do your best to 
incorporate your new addition into your 
pet friendly home. Your dog was there 
first, and it’s unfair to kick your dog to the 
curb just because a baby is in the house. 
You might need to hire a trainer to help 
teach your dogs some manners. It’s impor-
tant to start working with your dog early 
on so they aren’t totally shocked when 
the little one comes home. If you think 
it’s impossible to have both, think again. 
Plenty of people have babies and dogs; it 
just takes a little extra time to adjust.

With all that said, please think twice 
about surprising someone with a cute little 
puppy for their birthday, Christmas, Val-
entine’s Day, or whatever special day you 
celebrate. Hopefully now you realize how 
the decision to get a dog is very personal 
and shouldn’t be sprung upon an unsus-
pecting person.

Now on another note….the rescue that I 
volunteer for, One Tail at a Time Rescue, 
out of Haverhill, MA, needs your help. 
We have incurred a numerous amount of 
vet bills over the past year and we are ask-
ing for help to get some of them paid off. 
If anyone would like to donate to a great 
cause, please consider making a donation 
to this rescue. I can assure you that your 
donations will go directly towards saving 
dogs; not towards someone’s salary or a 
utilities bill. We are an all volunteer rescue 
that relies on foster homes for our dogs.

Even if you can just donate $1, please 
don’t think it won’t help. Any amount will 
be greatly accepted, and I thank you in ad-
vance. Please make checks out to One Tail 
at a Time Rescue and mail them to PO Box 
155 Boxford, MA. 01921. If you have any 
questions about the rescue, please email me 
at kwswingrite@aol.com

Tracey Zysk
VALLEY PATRIOT DOGGIE COLUMNIST

Anne Marie  
Concemi
Chief Mortgage 

Planner/Owner

354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk Lawrence 
MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700 x15 * Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 1964 

Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.
ME#CSO11110 * NMLS ID 1964

Cell: (978) 852-9707 
24-hr. 

aconcemi@firstinteg.com

www.firstinteg.com

MLO 3527
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since 1987
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TV - FOOD 

BOBOTIE
1.25 lb. ground beef, 93% lean
2 eggs
¼ c milk
1/3 c sultanas
1/3 c sliced almonds
2 t marmalade
1 finely chopped onion
2 cloves garlic, minced
Juice from ½ lemon
Zest from ½ a lemon
½ t allspice
1 T oil
1 t salt
½ t freshly ground black pepper
1 T garam masala
½ pinch of saffron
½ t ground cumin
1.5 t ground coriander seed

Warm the milk. Soak the saffron in 
the milk. Into a large mixing bowl, mix 
together thoroughly all the ingredients. 
Place this mixture into a 9’ x 13” pan. 
Bake at 375° for 45 minutes or until done.

Cut into squares. Serve with yellow rice 
& chutney. 

  

 

SHEILA’S RECIPE CORNER: 

Some of you may know that I volunteer 
to cook monthly for the Custom House 
Maritime Museum for a members’ only 
event. Last month the port of call being 
featured cuisine-wise was Cape Town, 
South Africa. 

I was quite taken by a pair of dishes that 
are to be served together called Bobotie 
& yellow rice. I decided to make my own 
version of this very traditional recipe. 
What I would say it is akin to is meatloaf 
with rice. 

YELLOW RICE
1 c basmati rice
1 t turmeric 
1 large pinch saffron
½ t cinnamon
3 c water
¾ c sultanas
1 t salt

In a saucepan, combine all the ingre-
dients. Bring to a boil uncovered. When 
it comes to a boil, reduce the heat to low, 
cover & let it simmer for 20-30 minutes 
or until rice is fluffy & water has been 
absorbed. 

Remove from heat & fluff with a fork. 
Cover & keep warm until serving time. 

Sheila Mullins 
VALLEY PATRIOT COOKING COLUMNIST

Recipes are created 
by Sheila Mullins. Shei-
la lives in Newburyport 
& is a personal cook. 
She can be reached at 
Sheila_A_Mullins@ho-
tmail.com & she looks 
forward to hearing from 
you. 

The Primetime Emmy 
nominations will be an-
nounced on July 18th, and 
every year I like to review 
the past year in TV and 
give my Emmy Wish List. 

This is my list of 
performances and shows 
that I really hope get 

recognized by the Television Academy. The 
nominations are certain to include people 
like Jon Hamm for Mad Men, Bryan Crans-
ton for Breaking Bad, and Claire Danes for 
Homeland, just to name a few. However, 
there is always that one performance you 
really want to be recognized. So I may not 
cover every category, just the ones where 
I really feel the chances of someone being 
overlooked exists. So here we go.

Monica Potter, Parenthood, NBC - Moni-
ca Potter’s performance as Kristina Braver-
man and her battle with breast cancer was 
touching and memorable. Given that this 
outstanding series has only received one 
nomination in the past, I’m trying to be op-
timistic that Potter will get a nod for Best 
Supporting Actress in a Drama Series here. 

Michael Cudlitz, Southland, TNT - The 
category of Best Supporting Actor in a 
Drama Series is likely to include names 
like Aaron Paul for Breaking Bad, Mandy 
Patinkin for Homeland, and Peter Dinklage 
for Game of Thrones. 

This is such a tough category because 
there literally more than a dozen actors that 
deserve to be nominated this year. The one 
performance that I’m really hoping gets 
recognized this year is Michael Cudlitz as 
Officer John Cooper in TNT’s Southland. 
Not only does he deserve a nomination, he 
deserves to win. This was the best acting 
job on TV this year, hands down.

Kaley Cuoco, The Big Bang Theory, 
CBS – As far as network shows go, it 
doesn’t really get any better than The Big 
Bang Theory. This comedy has surpassed 
Modern Family over the last couple of sea-
sons as the funniest show on network TV. 
Kaley Cuoco has really become a stand-out 
among one of TV’s strongest ensembles.

Vera Farmiga, Bates Motel, A&E – As 
I wrote about in last month’s column, 
Bates Motel on A&E was one of the more 
pleasant surprises of this TV season. A very 
entertaining series. One of the main reasons 
that it was so enjoyable was the perfor-
mance of Vera Farmiga as Norma Bates, 
the mother of the psycho himself, Norman 
Bates. She steals every scene she is in. 
Farmiga isn’t just good in this role, she’s… 
insanely good!

Andrew Lincoln, The Walking Dead, 
AMC – So far, The Walking Dead, has yet 
to garner any major nominations in its first 
3 seasons. Not a surprise though because 
the academy has largely ignored horror/
sci-fi series over the years, snubbing shows 
like Star Trek: The Next Generation, Buffy 
the Vampire Slayer, and Fringe. It’s about 
time The Walking Dead was recognized 
and Andrew Lincoln is the cast member 
that deserves to be nominated. Lincoln’s 
performance as Rick Grimes is the glue that 
holds this show together. His heartbreaking 
meltdown after the death of his wife was 
one of the best acted and most memorable 
scenes of the year.

Parenthood, NBC & The Walking Dead, 
AMC – There couldn’t be 2 shows more 
different than NBC’s Parenthood, and 
AMC’s The Walking Dead, however they 
have two things in common. They are both 
among TV’s Best Drama Series and so far, 
neither of these shows has received a Best 
Drama Series nomination. They are long 
overdue. 

Parenthood is coming off its best season 
to date and no series on TV has more heart. 
The Walking Dead has defied the odds. 
Whoever would have thought that a show 
about a zombie apocalypse could be so 
good. I still think Breaking Bad should win, 
but I would love to see these two excellent 
series get some recognition. 

Do you have any questions about TV? 
Email me at BillsTVTalk@gmail.com. I 
will answer all of your questions and will 
feature some of the questions I receive in a 
future column.

Follow Bill on Twitter @TVNewsand-
Notes and on Facebook at TVNewsand-
Notes or: tvnewsandnotes.com

TV TALK WITH BILL CUSHING

Bill Cushing 
VALLEY PATRIOT TV COLUMNIST

My Emmy Wish List
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One of the most intriguing questions for 
New Hampshire that emerged out of the 
2012 elections that produced a Democrat 
controlled House of Representatives and 
Governor but a Republican controlled 
State Senate was whether all sides would 
be able to find common ground on the next 
state budget and if so what would that bud-
get look like.

Last week, New Hampshire got its 
answer when Governor Maggie Hassan 
signed the 2014-2015 operating budgets 
into law after several months of intense 
negotiations. Most surprising, approval 
of the budget received near unanimous 
consent from both the House and Senate. 
Both sides heralded the budget as a mas-
terpiece of bipartisan cooperation and the 
Legislature now heads into summer and 
fall recess with their most consequential 
task complete.

Despite the good feelings of the politi-
cal participants, the question still must be 
raised: is this a good budget? The numbers 
present a somewhat mixed answer. Make 
no mistake, no budget is ever perfect. Un-
less you have intimately experienced the 
tough choices, compromises, and emotion 
involved in building a state budget it is 
hard to fully appreciate its difficulty. While 
the 2012-2013 budgets, which I helped to 
craft, responsibly arrested a $900 million 
budget without new or increased taxes, it 
was painful and subjected legislative lead-
ers and budget writers to harsh criticism.

However, as difficult as that process 
may be New Hampshire legislators are 
forced to do their job. As my friend and 
former House Chief of Staff Greg Moore 
reminded us in last week’s Union Leader, 
“Unlike the way things work in Washing-
ton…in Concord our legislators are re-
quired [by law] to pass a balanced budget. 
That means that legislators can’t simply 
put off tough decisions.”

So what are the numbers and bottom 
line conclusions? The 2014-2015 operat-
ing budgets spend approximately $10.7 
billion and, thanks to Republican State 
Senators, include no new or increased 
taxes. By comparison, the House origi-
nally proposed an $11 billion budget while 
Governor Hassan originally proposed an 
$11.1 billion budget. The State Senate 
stood strong against extravagant spending 
or including any new or increased fees or 
taxes in the new budget and their position 
won out over the House and Governor 
Hassan who sought to increase a number 
of taxes and delay several favorable tax 
changes to small business.

Importantly the new budget is built on a 
foundation of mostly conservative revenue 

projections of how much New Hampshire 
will grow economically and receive in 
tax revenue over the next two years. As 
Moore points out, “while predicting how 
the economy will perform 24 months 
from now is always a crapshoot, the wise 
budgeting strategy is to take a conservative 
outlook on spending and not let the desire 
to grow government drive the estimates.” 
This was successfully accomplished and 
those aspects of the budget represent a 
significant victory for fiscal conservatives. 

But there is some cause for concern. 
The next budget spends $219.9 million or 
8.5% more than the previous 2012-2013 
budgets. As a staunch fiscal conservative 
that increase is alarming, especially con-
sidering that neither our state nor national 
economy has grown by 8.5%. However, as 
the conservative Josiah Bartlett Center for 
Public Policy highlighted in their analysis 
of the new budget, the majority of that 
spending increase is paid for by the nearly 
$57 million from the surplus generated by 
our 2012-2013 budgets. While it would 
have been preferable to use that surplus to 
cut taxes on hardworking Granite Staters 
or replenish the state’s Rainy Day fund, it 
is difficult to characterize that spending in 
the new budget as reckless. 

While all sides walked away from the 
table with an agreement, no one achieved 
everything they wanted. Governor Hassan 
failed in spectacular fashion to include 
expanded gaming in the budget; the House 
failed to increase the gas tax or get imme-
diate expansion of Medicaid under Obam-
acare; and the Senate was forced to spend 
more than they were truly comfortable 
with. While all sides presented a united 
front in praising the final result, there is no 
question that this budget was a hard fought 
compromise.

On balance, this budget is as good as 
fiscal conservatives could have hoped for 
with a big spending liberal Governor and 
House. Were it to be given a letter grade, 
it would be a solid “B” and State Senate 
Republicans deserve much credit for good 
defense and holding the line on taxes and 
spending. Their position won far more 
often than it lost. The new budget is imper-
fect but it is plenty good enough.

NH’s new state budget is  
imperfect but plenty good enough

D.J. Bettencourt 
VALLEY PATRIOT NEW HAMPSHIRE COLUNMIST

NEW HAMPSHIRE - MOMMIES

D.J. Bettencourt 
served as a State Rep-
resentative in the New 
Hampshire House of 
Representatives from 
2005 to 2012 and was 
the House Majority 
Leader for the 2011-
2012 legislative term. 
He currently works 

as a special education academic assistant 
and is the Volunteer Coordinator at the Sa-
lem Animal Rescue League.

Cheryl Hajjar 
is a lifelong resi-
dent of the Mer-
rimack Valley. She 
keeps busy by ful-
filling her duties 
as a mother to her 
young son. She is an 
entrepreneur and 
the CEO of Indigo 

Magic, an interactive children’s company. 
One of her passions is music, songwrit-
ing and classical piano which she incor-
porates into all areas of her life. EMAIL:  
babiesnbriefcases@gmail.com

Personal Injury, Car Accidents 
Immigration & Real Estate

A full service law firm concentrating on personal injury litigation
Serving clients in Massachusetts and NY

“Se Habla Espanol”

300 Brickstone Square, Suite 201
Andover, MA 01810

Tel/Fax: 617.379.0279 (MA)
Toll Free: 855.LONGOLAW
www.mlongolaw.com

info@mlongolaw.com

It was 1999, and while the century was 
coming to a close and Prince was singing his 
iconic song, blogging was about to become 
one of the most used words in pop culture. 
A blog, as it is known today is a website that 
contains material of personal experiences 
and journeys, usually with references to 
hyperlinks filled with more informative in-
formation. If you have thought of starting a 
blog, you have made a very smart decision. 
There are many reasons to blog for both 
personal and business. 

Blogging is offering something for free, 
that is of interest to your reader. I am a 
business blogger. I blog for my brand, The 
Indigo Pixies. I offer informative content 
that is interesting to my readers who are 
most likely parents of young children. I fill 
the pages with relevant information that I 
know they will relate to. You can preview it 
at: www.indigopixies.com. There is lots of 
mediocre content out there in cyber space. 
So how do you differentiate yourself from 
the average and become part of the blog 
elite?

Lets take a look at some proven strategies: 
1. HAVE PURPOSE: If you don’t have a 

reason for blogging, then your readers will 
not have a reason for reading. Make your en-
tries compelling, informative and use humor 
to attraction their attention. If you have an 
expertise in something, write about it. 

2. USE A CATCHY TITLE: In this fast 
paced world, you only have a few seconds 
to catch someone’s attention. You want your 
headline to create intrigue to entice your 
reader to want to read the whole article. 

3. BE DIFFERENT: Famous bloggers 
never got popular by playing it safe. Be 
gutsy with your entries and use your creativ-
ity to brand yourself. Don’t be afraid to 
challenge the norm of what’s acceptable and 
step out of your comfort zone a bit. Your 
audience will thank you.

4. LINKS: Think of your blog as an abun-
dant source of helpful information. Do not 
be afraid to include text links that may be 
beneficial to your readers. You might think 
that by doing so you will steer your readers 
away from your blog, however this could 
not be farther from the truth. They will thank 
you by coming back again to read your next 
entry.

5. PICTURES: Everyone loves a good 
picture. Add images and insert them right 
after a block of content to keep their eyes 
moving downward. Just use them sparingly 
as you do not want to clutter up your page.

6. GRAMMAR: Although this may seem 
elementary, make sure your grammar is 
top notch. The last thing you want is for 
your reader to get stuck in the middle of a 
paragraph because you spelled something 
incorrectly or misused words.

7. DO NOT PROMOTE DIRECTLY: A 
blog is supposed to create a good impression 
about you or your business. It is not a com-

mercial and will quickly become blacklisted 
if you shamelessly promote yourself or your 
product. If your subject matter is interesting, 
your readers will most likely want to learn 
more about you. Let it be a natural progress. 

8. COMMENTS, COMMENTS AND 
MORE COMMENTS: A good debate at the 
end of the page is great for your SEO(search 
engine optimization). Google loves com-
ments. They will rank you higher in the 
search engines, the more comments your 
blog receives. Responding back to your au-
dience will provide a connection with them 
that will make them feel great and keep 
them coming back to your blog.

9. YOU ARE NOT A JOURNALIST: A 
blog is not based on fact, yet opinion. You 
do not have to back it up with references 
or proof. People will read your blog if they 
think your opinion is worth listening to. It is 
always a great idea to insert a few interest-
ing facts to keep the readers mind moving. 

10. TALE OF TWO AUDIENCES: Not 
only do you need to keep your readers happy 
with great content, you also need to make 
sure you feed Google’s spiders that reach 
out to the search engines and ultimately rank 
you higher. Today’s top bloggers know the 
rules of engagement when it comes to SEO. 
Researching a relevant post or article about 
SEO for blogging is a must if you plan on 
becoming a top blogger.

11. CALL TO ACTION: At the end of a 
post, include a short statement or a question. 
For example, “If you want to expose your 
blog to a more broader audience, try promot-
ing your blog in The Valley Patriot Newspa-
per”, or “for more information on this topic, 
opt-in to my newsletter”. Make sure it is not 
too sales focused, rather give your reader the 
choice to proceed if they want to.

Lastly, ask yourself these questions: 
Would YOU enjoy reading your post? Does 
it provide readers with helpful information 
they can use? Is your content different from 
other content on the web? Would you share 
your blog with friends? If you have an-
swered yes to all of these questions and have 
applied the 11 tips to your own blog, then 
you are on your way to becoming a leader in 
your industry as a blogger. The top bloggers 
know how important these principles are, 
and apply them everyday.

11 Tips For Becoming A Natural 
Born Blogger

Cheryl Hajjar
VALLEY PATRIOT MOMMY COLUMNIST

BABIES AND BREIFCASES
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levels: local, state and national. Unfor-
tunately there were very few from Essex 
County. Hopefully we will have more 
representation next year. 

Independence Day. 
The 4th of July. Again, we all look 

forward to cookouts and fireworks, a nice 
day of no work for most of us. 

How many will remember what we are 
celebrating? 

Will you discuss this with your children 
or grandchildren? 

Too easily we forget the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 
1776. Our state is so rich in the history 
of the Revolution. Men from all over the 
area went to Lexington, Concord, and 
later Bunker Hill. 

Look at your city/town history. 
The original Tea Party in Boston Har-

bor. The real patriots like Sam Adams, 
John Adams, John Hancock, Paul Revere 
and many others who met in Faneuil Hall. 

They put their lives, family and pos-
sessions at risk. And not all the colonists 
were in favor of breaking away from 
England. 

Since that time, well over one million 
men and women have given their lives in 
defense of our country. 

Let us not forget those who still suffer 
from the physical and mental wounds of 
war and the families who support them.

May God Bless America and the troops 
who defend our freedom. 

First, let me congratulate Congressman 
Ed Markey for his election victory and 
becoming our next U.S. Senator from 
Massachusetts. 

Also, to Gabriel Gomez for stepping up 
to the plate and running as a candidate. I 
will let the political analysts debate about 
the significance or lack thereof in the 10% 
difference in the results. 

However, I will comment on the 
extremely poor showing of voters, the 
lowest on record according to Secretary 
of State Galvin. 

As I have mentioned in the past, voting 
is one of our most valuable freedoms but 
is taken so much for granted. 

I feel honored and privileged when I 
am voting. It is something that just does 
not happen in other countries. 

Yet there are many, our family, friends, 
and neighbors who will complain about 
government but never vote. 

Voting is our opportunity to express our 
satisfaction or dissatisfaction with elected 
officials at any and all levels of govern-
ment. 

Warning: If you complain to me about 
how the government (at any level) is be-
ing conducted, the first thing out of my 
mouth will be “did you vote”? Let’s see 
what happens in the next election.

I did have the opportunity to attend 
a session of the American Legion Boys 
State/Girls State program in June at 
Stonehill College. 

State Auditor Bump was a primary 
speaker at the inauguration ceremony and 
did a very good job. 

The real stars were the 700 plus young 
adults, all just completing their junior 
year in high school, attending the pro-
gram. They had the opportunity to learn 
about how government works at all 

VETERANS

John Lenotte is the American 
Legion, Commander, Wilbur 
M. Comeau Post 4 Haverhill 
and Vice Commander, Dept. of 
Massachusetts. He is also the 
recipient of The Valley Patriot 
Hero Award. You can Email him 
at JohnLDistrict8@verizon.net 

News from the American Legion
John Lenotte 
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Max Tax 
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Compare 
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to H&R 
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Translator available by appointment
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Do you owe more on your mortgage 
than what you believe your 
property is currently worth?

Call for a Free Current 
Property Analysis Today! 

Exit Realty Group in Newburport

Specializing in REO Sales, 
Short Sale, Conventional 

Sales and Rentals …..

Servicing All of the Merrimack Valley and beyond!

KIMBERLY QUINTANA 
Licensed REALTOR 

MA & NH
Cell 978-476-1342 www.kimqreoexpert.com kimaquintana@aol.com 

Come to Our Office or I will come to you!!

Know what your options are in today’s 
market. There may be help that you 

don’t know about and I would be 
happy to speak with you.

15th Essex (Methuen & Haverhill)
Room 237, The State House

Boston, MA 02113
www.statereplindacampbell.com

Representative.linda.campbell@gmail.com
Linda.Campbell@mahouse.gov

617-722-2305

Linda Dean Campbell
State Representative 

SOME DISSAPPOINTMENTS – 
TAXES AND PRIVITIZATION

“I was never a proponent of raising 
taxes in the city. I know sometimes that’s 
not possible, but there are a lot of things 
left on the table that could have been cut 
in the last six years. In a bad economy, we 
have a lot of people who have lost their 
homes due to job loss. People are having 
a really tough time, whether you believe 
it or not. I don’t believe the economy has 
come back at all. I don’t see it. Every 
day there are a few more foreclosures in 
Methuen.”

“In the last election Ron Marsan, myself 
and Pat Uliano pledged not to raise taxes, 
and I have kept my word. I did not vote 
for one budget that increased taxes. When 
employee contracts came before us a few 
months ago, I think it was about 8 or so 
contracts, the laborers, the DPW, etc., … 
myself and Ron Marsan were the only 
ones who voted against those contracts. 
The cops got 11% raise, the fire depart-
ment got a 10% raise and I voted against 
all of them because there isn’t enough 
money and I 
don’t want to 
raise taxes. Our 
taxes are go-
ing up this year 
because of that 
spending. It’s 
tough because 
you have to 
support public 
safety, but you 
also have to live within your means and I 
don’t think the contracts that were passed 
do that.”

Pappalardo has been on the losing end 
of a lot of votes on the city council, some-
thing she said she also finds disappointing.

“I am very disappointed in what just 
took place in the last year since January. I 
am very disappointed we didn’t privatize 
the IT (Internet and Technology) Depart-
ment. There were so many obstacles put 
in our way, we could have saved a lot of 
dollars long term. Mayor Zanni was 100% 
on the money when he tried to privatize. 
There were so many obstacles he had to 

face.”
“We wouldn’t have to pay sick time, 

vacation time, health insurance, etc. 
Every other city has to tighten their belts 
because the economy in the whole country 
is horrible. It’s never going to be where 
it was five years ago and people have to 
understand that when times get worse, all 
this spending we do now will cripple us 
down the road because I don’t see a great 
recovery for this economy. Things are not 
going to get better financially, they are 
going to get worse, and this country is in 
real trouble. We need to remember that 
when we are in charge of spending other 
people’s money.”

“I’m all for smaller government, 
whether it is city or state, right up the 
White House. We need small government, 
but nobody seems to want to tighten their 
belt and make a sacrifice. Everyone is out 
to get the vote by spending tax money on 
programs for this group and that group. 
But, I went door to door in every election 
and people kept telling me over and over 
that we need to cut taxes. We need to stop 

spending. I agree 
with them. I tried 
for six years but 
you need five 
votes to win, 
and I didn’t have 
the five votes. 
I tried my best 
and in the last 
three elections 
it showed in the 

votes I got that people want lower taxes. 
I am just disappointed I didn’t have much 
help from the other councilors.” 

Pappalardo says she is taking at least 
two years off to relax and travel. 

“If in fact, I decide to come back, that’s 
a few years away. So, when the time 
comes I will make that decision. I never 
say never, but it’s not my intention right 
now. Right now, my husband, How, and 
my dog, Samuel, are looking forward to 
spending more time with me, and that’s 
something I am looking forward to as 
well.”

FROM PAGE 13: PAPPALARDO

Handling all your real estate needs.
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valley, crossing the Roer became a violent 
struggle against both German troops and 
the turbulence of the swift, strong current.

Less than an hour after the Germans 
had launched their deadly night barrage of 
machine gun and mortar fire, assault boats 
and amphibious tractors began crossing in 
a great wave. 

Once again, when his CO was wound-
ed, Walter Hedlund took command. He 
was awarded a second Bronze Star for 
his outstanding valor in securing the 
bridgehead and for his “high standards of 
initiative and leadership” in organizing 
and deploying troops as they reached the 
enemy side. 

SERVANT-LEADER
Before the Army, Walter had preached 

a few sermons at his Baptist Church in 
Lowell and, throughout WWII, he carried 
a pocket New Testament. During 60 years 
as a funeral director in Lowell, he con-
ducted many services and became widely 
known for his compassion. The Greater 
Lowell Salvation Army honored him with 
the “Exceptional Service Award” plaque 
(37 years of service), as did the Greater 
Lowell American Red Cross (40 years). 
Chelmsford erected a plaque in the town 
center, by the flagpole, for his dedicated 
service as Homeland Security Director 
(1973-2012), director of patriotic parades 
and celebrations (45 years), and volunteer 
firefighter (1955-1970).

Walter’s guiding philosophy is: “J-O-
Y. ‘J’—Jesus is first; Jesus guides me 
through prayer. ‘O’—others; ‘Do unto 
others as you would have them do unto 
you.’ ‘Y’—put yourself last.” A true 
servant-leader, he exemplifies “the joy 
of the Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 
8:10). 

Walter Hedlund for all you have done 
for our community and our country, thank 
you for being a Hero in our Midst.

rows of Normandy—4 to 6-foot high 
mounds of dirt covered on top with heavy 
hedges that marked farmland boundar-
ies. Their unusual height didn’t show up 
in aerial reconnaissance photos, yet they 
formed an impenetrable barrier. We could 
not go through them but had to climb 
over them—something no tank could do 
without exposing its unarmored belly to 
gunfire.

“At the top of the hedgerows, German 
machine guns lay hidden. Through the 
only opening, an invisible gap at the top, 
the Germans fired at us. We never saw 
them.”

“In a few weeks, we solved the prob-
lem. We welded two iron prongs to 
the front end of a Sherman tank, drove 
the tank into the hedgerows. Dynamite 
blasted the hedgerows wide open.”

After six weeks of continuous combat, 
the 29th advanced from Omaha Beach 
through the hedgerows to Saint-Lo, a 
critical crossroads city, which they se-
cured July 18, 1944.

During July and August 1944, Walter 
Hedlund was wounded three times. The 
first two times at Saint-Lo and its general 
environs. Both times he was sent to a 
field hospital. Both times he “got bored,” 
slipped out of bed and walked away, 
rejoining his company.

The third time, he was wounded se-
verely in a fierce battle against a garrison 

VALLEY PATRIOT OF THE MONTH

FROM 1: WALTER HEDLUND
mandos.”

BRITISH COMMANDOS:
“In war, kill—or be killed”
“You either kill—or be killed! Make up 

your mind.” 
This was the mindset instilled by the 

British Commandos, the elite shock 
troops known for their daring exploits 
of stealth behind enemy lines. Walter 
Hedlund was one of a highly select group 
who trained with the Commandos for 
three months at a secret mountain base 
in the Highlands of Scotland, and then 
served with the No. 10 Commandos for 
another three. He trained at zero-degree 
temperatures, stripped to the waist. He 
became skilled in surprise attacks by 
night, infiltrating deep behind enemy lines 
on foot. He became expert at amphibi-
ous landings, climbing sheer cliffs and 
mountains, surviving combat unarmed. 
He developed endurance through 25-mile 
speed marches, alternately running then 
walking.

“By night we sailed on dangerous re-
connaissance raids from Dover, England, 
to the shores of German-occupied France. 
We didn’t know it then but we were gath-
ering data for the D-Day invasion. One 
night we were sent to bring back beach 
sand. The purpose: to learn if the beach 
could support heavy tanks.”

THE NORMANDY HEDGEROWS
“We were not prepared for the hedge-

Helen Moorad-
kanian is our Valley 
Patriot Hero colum-
nist and a former 
business writer. She 
is also a member of 
the Merrimack Val-
ley Tea Party, You 
can email Helen at 
hsmoor@verizon.net

of Nazi fanatics at Brest, France. He was 
shipped to a hospital in England where he 
spent nearly four months, nearly losing a 
leg to gangrene. “Major Green saved my 
leg. I’ll always remember him.” On re-
lease, he rejoined his company in western 
Germany in their assault across the Roer 
River and the drive toward the Rhine. 

Battlefield Commission, Silver Star
On the morning of August 26, 1944, 

Company I, 115th Regiment, attacked the 
German garrison on Hill 81, near Brest, 
an important French port and submarine 
pen on the Brittany peninsular. It was 
heavily defended by a garrison of 50,000 
German troops. “But first we had to cross 
an open field and a big ravine, continu-
ously raked by German machine guns.” 

Walter led his platoon of 40 men to 
spearhead the attack. In lead position, he 
was pinned down at the ravine. “My radio 
stopped working. So I made my way back 
to the rest of the company to make com-
munications.” Finding his commander 
severely wounded and unable to lead, 
Walter immediately took command. 

The official report states: “In the midst 
of fierce enemy fire and mass confusion, 
he reorganized the company, arranged 
for a field artillery unit to provide white 
smoke barrage so his platoon could 
withdraw safely, then established defen-
sive lines that withstood the very power-
ful German thrust. His leadership and 
bravery were nothing short of sensational 
under extremely confusing circumstances. 
So outstanding was his leadership that he 
was left in command until wounded in 
action two days later.”

For his action on Hill 81, Walter Hed-
lund received the Silver Star and the rare, 
highly coveted Battlefield Commission to 
2nd Lieutenant. He was recommended for 
a Medal of Honor.

CROSSING A SWOLLEN RIVER
After returning to Company I, in Janu-

ary 1945, Walter took part in the 29th 
Division’s daring frontal assault across 
the swollen Roer (Ruhr) River February 
23, 1945—and capture of the key fortress 
city of Julich, Germany. Crossing the 
Roer was crucial in the drive toward Ger-
many’s Rhine River. But when the Ger-
mans opened the dams and flooded the 
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overcome obstacles, or participation in 
community. Those of us who have come 
in contact with them are challenged to as-
pire to greater heights. Nomination forms 
are still available by contacting the Haver-
hill YWCA at 978-374-6121. Tickets to 
this event are available at the YWCA, 107 
Winter Street, Haverhill, and are $40.00 
per person. The social preview begins 
at 11:30 a.m. followed by the luncheon 
program fro 12:00 until 2:00 p.m. Tables 
of ten may be reserved.

DANVERS, May 11 - Amy Falk, of 
Syndala Life Coaching, will speak on 
May 11 on overcoming procrastination. 
The North Shore Business Forum meets at 
7:30am at the Danversport Yacht Club, Rt. 
62 East, Danvers, MA. The $10 admission 
fee include a continental breakfast and 
pre-registration is not required. For more 
info - www.nsbforum.org

NETWORKING - DANVERS, May 
18 – The North Shore Business Forum 
will hold a networking meeting on May 
18 at the Danversport Yacht Club. Bring 
your best “elevator speech” and plenty of 
business cards. The North Shore Business 
Forum meets at 7:30am at the Danversport 
Yacht Club, Rt. 62 East, Danvers, MA. 
The $10 admission fee include a conti-
nental breakfast and pre-registration is not 
required. For more info - www.nsbforum.
org

Restaurant Food Donations Bill 
Gains Momentum -R.A.B.A., Legisla-
tors voice support for donating to food 
pantries. The Restaurant and Business 
Alliance joined several elected officials 
today in calling attention to House Bill 
#3156, which would allow restaurants 
to donate unused goods to food pantries. 
In 1996, President Clinton suggested a 
similar law be adopted by the states called 
the ‘Emerson Good Samaritan Food Do-

ing the Fifth Congressional District of 
Massachusetts as a member of the US 
House of Representatives. Prior to being 
elected, Tsongas raised a family, practiced 
law, and served as a Dean at Middlesex 
Community College, all in the Fifth 
District. She serves on the House Armed 
Services Committee where she has a long 
history working to ensure our service-
men and women have the equipment and 
protection they need. Tsongas is also a 
member of the Natural Resources Com-
mittee which formulates federal policy 
related to domestic energy production, 
National Parks and the environment. 

Women from the Greater Haverhill area 
are nominated to the YWCA Academy of 
Women because of their unique and out-
standing achievements. The YWCA Acad-
emy of Women was established to create 
a permanent tribute to the achievements 
and significant contributions of women. 
Members of the Academy are women who 
bring out the best in all of us.  Each one 
has become a role model by setting high 
standards, blazing new trails, working to 
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NEWS ITEM: Greenland New Hampshire Police Chief Michael Maloney was murdered in the line of duty while coming to the aid of wounded 
officers involved in a shootout while serving a warrant on a wanted man. Chief Maloney’s name will not go on the National Law Enforcement 
Officer’s Memorial Walls in Washington DC until May of 2013. His family and fellow officers are in our prayers. 

mentally responsible approach to handling 
their waste by simply recycling it at their 
events” said Lou Tarentino, President of 
EOMS Recycling. “EOMS Recycling 
proves that you can be environmentally 
friendly and save time and money,” added 
Dave Andelman, CEO of Phantom Gour-
met Inc. And the results were impressive. 
In addition to recycling 4 yards of card 
board, there was also 2.35 tons of glass 
processed. Recycling the glass alone 
resulted in the savings of: 

3,125 lbs. of sand, 1,017 lbs. of soda 
ash, 1,017 lbs. of limestone and 355 lbs. 
of feldspar. 

The two companies plan to work 
together on future events to minimize the 
waste produced. 

The Haverhill YWCA is pleased to 
announce that the 23rd Annual Tribute 
to Women Luncheon will be held on 
Wednesday, May 23, 2012, at DiBurro’s 
of Ward Hill from 11:30 a.m. until 2:00 
pm Congresswoman Niki Tsongas of will 
be the honorary Chairperson and keynote 
speaker. Congresswoman Tsongas is cur-
rently serving in her third term represent-

nation Act,’ limiting the liability to quell 
concerns of the donors. The Bill has been 
proposed by State Representative Paul 
McMurtry of Dedham but is now finding 
increased support. “Restaurant owners are 
some of the most generous people I know. 
This Bill will untie their hands and allow 
them to do even more for the community,” 
said Dave Andelman, President of the 
restaurant and Business Alliance. 

Lovin’ Spoonfuls, a Boston based 
non-profit organization, already operates 
under this model, rescuing fresh, healthy 
perishables with a focus on whole grains, 
lean proteins and fresh produce. Accord-
ing to founder and executive director 
Ashley Stanley “There are 49 million 
Americans who are hungry. There are over 
100 billion pounds of food that’s wasted 
each year. Food recovery has long been a 
part of the fabric of hunger relief in differ-
ent parts of the United States, and I think 
legislation like this, working in tandem 
with the Federal protections from the Em-
erson Act, would help to disarm the fears 
that surround food repurposing and food 
rescue in Massachusetts.”

The IRS has some advice for taxpay-
ers who missed the tax filing deadline. 

* Don’t panic but file as soon as pos-
sible. If you owe money the quicker you 
file your return, the less penalties and 
interest you will have to pay. Even if you 
have to mail us your return, the sooner we 
receive it, the better.

* E-file is still your best option. IRS 
e-file programs are available for most 
taxpayers through the extension deadline 
– October 15, 2012. 

* Free File is still available. Check out 
IRS Free File at www.irs.gov/freefile. 
Taxpayers whose income is $57,000 or 
less will qualify to file their return for 
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Or any time by appointment.

www.valley-monuments.com

ROYAL House of ROAST BEEFROYAL House of ROAST BEEF
464 Lowell St - Methuen

All tips are donated to someone in need @ St. Anne’s Orphanage

Home made (house) dressing!

Pizza, Exceptional Seafood, 
Subs, Hot Sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Salads 

Pizza, Exceptional Seafood, 
Subs, Hot Sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Salads 

Family Owned!
20 years in the community

(978) 794-4996(978) 794-4996

OPEN
Sun to Wed -  10:30AM-9PM

Thurs to Sat 10:30AM - 10PM

OPEN
Sun to Wed -  10:30AM-9PM

Thurs to Sat 10:30AM - 10PM

advertise in the Valley Patriot
Call 978-771-4091

See our ad rates at valleypatriot.com

Subs - Lunch - Dinners - Ice Cream - Slushies - Desserts - Hot Coffees & Sodas

STAR Pizza

15 First Street - N. ANDOVER - Across from Town Hall - Downtown

Family Restaurant

WE DELIVER!
... BREAKFAST TOO!!!

Catering Services  
Available

(978) 683-0472(978) 683-0472
Fax (978) 689-4966

BREAKFAST SERVED!!
6am-3pm

www.Starpizzaofnorthandover.com

 MORE BANG FOR YOUR BUCK

Ellen Anna 
Wright

CPA & Attorney at Law

“Your One-Stop 
Law Office”

1830 Main St., Tewksbury
(next to Planet Fitness)

978-851-2291
www.getmemyrefundnow.com

Specializing In:
•	Tax	Debt	Settlement
•	Divorce	&	Family	Law
•	Personal	Injury
•	Worker’s	Compensation
•	Civil	Disputes
•	Real	Estate

$25
OFF

FREE
Legal Consultation

with this coupon

Tax 
Return

with this 
coupon

Max Tax 
Refunds!

Compare 
our prices 

to H&R 
Block

NOTEBOOK, PAGE 42

Angela from Methuen Family 
Restaurant shows off the grilled 
marinated chicken salad. See their 
story on page 13. See their ad on 
page 23. 

WWII hero Walter Hedlund stands beside the plaque in Chelmsford’s town 
square, erected by town in November 2012 in grateful recognition for his 45 
years of volunteer service—as director of Homeland Security, of patriotic 
parades, and volunteer firefighter—and his service as a decorated WWII 
hero.

U.S. infantrymen storm Omaha Beach, battling high surf, heavy Nazi 
bombardment, and landmines yet they did the impossible. They scaled 
the cliffs and secured the beach.

PHOTO: U.S. NAVY
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Brian Evans, whose music video “At Fen-
way” has now surpassed 11 million views on 
YouTube in just the past three months, has 
filed five federal lawsuits in the US District 
Court of Hawaii, where he now resides.

The five lawsuits are: Evans v. Boston Red 
Sox, Evans v. Cerberus Capital Management, 
Evans v. Leap Frog Group, Evans v. The 
Massachusetts Nurses Association, Evans v. 
Governor of Massachusetts.

In total, there are more than 35 defendants 
in connection with the death of his mother, 
Helen Marie Bousquet, following what was 
supposed to be a routine knee surgery. While 
knowing she had a condition known as Sleep 
Apnea, they put Bousquet in an unmonitored 
recovery room while providing her morphine.

The lawsuits, in total, seek more than $150 
million. The premise of each lawsuit is essen-
tially the following:

In Evans v. Red Sox, Evans claims that 
Steward Health Care System, and The Bos-
ton Red Sox, who share the same PR firm, 
launched a trashing of his music video in 
Massachusetts the day “The Today Show” 
broadcast it nationally, loving the thing. Ev-
ans claims that the Red Sox and Steward 
Health Care System conspired with the PR 
firm to see to it that the video did not become 
popular in the state where all of Steward’s 
hospitals are. Co-owner Larry Lucchino is 
friends with the Steward Health Care System 
CEO, Ralph DeLaTorre.

Last week, a federal judge in Hawaii issued 
a Preservation Order on DYN, the server 
who maintains backed up files, including all 
emails, in order to preserve any emails that 
pertain to Evans, his mother, or the music vid-
eo project. Steward Health and the Red Sox 
have the same server company.

Actor William Shatner has supported Ev-
ans efforts in seeking justice for his mother, 
even writing a letter to Hampton Selectmen 
for Evans, as Evans seeks to honor her in 
Hampton Beach, NH.

In Evans v. Cerberus, Evans has decided to 
bypass the quagmire of “Standard of Care” 
rules in Massachusetts, mostly written by 
doctors, and has sued The Holy Family Hos-
pital, Steward Health Care System, Bous-
quet’s doctors, nurses, and Cerberus Capital 
Management, the private equity firm that also 
owns Freedom Group, who manufactured the 
gun used in the Newtown shootings. 

“They make the guns, then treat the 
wounds,” says Evans. He also has named 
Stryker, the manufacturer of the knee replace-
ment Bousquet was having. One month after 
her surgery, Styker recalled knee replace-
ments parts after the FDA considered them 
life threatening (see http://www.publichealth-
watchdog.com/stryker-hit-with-class-i-re-
call-over-knee-surgery-device/).

In Evans v. Leap Frog, Evans claims the 
organization’s rating of the hospital was im-
possible, given they provided Holy Family, 
and all other Steward Health Care facilities, 
with an “A” rating despite never stepping foot 
into the hospital. Instead, Leap Frog provided 
the rating based on a questionnaire they mail 
the hospital. The hospital itself answers the 
questions, mails it back, and Leap Frog rates 
them based on the hospitals own answers to 
the printed questions.

“It’s the best rating money can buy,” says 
Evans. “And they don’t even need to walk 
into the hospital they rate. That gives older 
people like my mother the false impression 
that it is safer than it is.”

In Evans v. Massachusetts Nurses Asso-
ciation, Evans also names The Office of The 
Chief Medical Examiner, Methuen Police, 
City of Methuen, and others, claiming his 
mothers body was released prior to the is-
suance of a death certificate. This is against 
both state and federal law. Evans complained 
to the Methuen Police, who refused to inves-
tigate the alleged crime.

Finally, Evans has sued Governor Patrick, 
The Department of Public Health, Attorney 
General Martha Coakley, and others, claim-
ing their connections and the contributions 
of “hundreds of thousands of dollars” to the 
Governor and AG’s election campaigns, in-

cluding naming a Steward Health Care execu-
tive to head the Mass DPH, has them all too 
close to comfort in investigating the cases, 
and maintains they all did their best to stifle 
a real investigation by putting money over 
voters.

“The DPH never investigated a single fam-
ily or friend who visited my mother, who 
would be able to conflict with what The Holy 
Family Hospital staff told the DPH. They just 
took all the staff’s word for it, never spoke to 
any of us who could alert them to statements 
those same nurses made to us, and called it a 
day. Weeks later, a Steward Health Care ex-
ecutive was named new DPH head, and he 
refused to investigate it further. Go figure.”

Evans decided to file in Hawaii under Di-
versity Jurisdiction, also claiming that his 
claims against these Defendants would never 
get a fair trial in Massachusetts. Under the 
law, Evans can file his case in federal court 
as her only son, and if the claims exceed 
$75,000 in damages.

Evans intends to donate any monies re-
ceived from any of the lawsuits above to 
charities and causes his mother cared about.

“If this were about money, I’d of never 
sued. My mother’s life will mean more than a 
check. She put up with too much hell from me 
growing up to have gone out like this, and I 
refuse to allow that to be the case. It will have 
been for something great, like my mother.”

Multiple Oscar winning actor Tom Hanks 
introduces his mother’s website, Roseanne 
Barr tweeted about it on June 19th, Massa-
chusetts state senator Bruce Tarr is working 
on new legislation as a direct result of what 
happened to his mother, the Joint Commis-
sion is investigating, numerous Governor’s 
have issued Proclamations, the American 
Sleep Apnea Association has made Bousquet 
the poster-woman for the cause at sleepap-
nea.org, John Kerry initiated an investigation 
with the Board of Medicine, and Mike Law-
rence of the FBI is now investigating Steward 
Health Care System as a direct result of Mrs. 
Bousquet’s case.

“She gave up years for something that will 
matter. Or kill me now. Her life mattered, and 
it’s my job now to make sure she knows I did 
everything I could to make certain of it. I’m 
the messenger. I’m nobody in this. I’m her 
son, and her life mattered. She’s the one who 
went through this, not me.”

On June 10th, The Physician-Patient Alli-
ance for Health & Safety wrote of Bousquet’s 
case ( see: http://ppahs.org/2013/06/10/wom-
ans-death-after-knee-surgery-calls-attention-
to-need-for-better-monitoring/ ).It claims that 
when Helen Bousquet was left alone in the 
room on morphine, “This combination is di-
sasterous.”

All internet domain names of the doctors 
who cared for his mother, including Steward 
Health Care CEO Ralph De La Torre, and 
even the new head of the DPH, now point to 
his mother’s website.

“Now it’s in their house. Take a look at her. 
Helen Bousquet is my mother. You ignored 
her, and that means you now get to deal with 
me, and I won’t go away until these organiza-
tions have made my mothers sacrifice worth 
it. I never asked for this, I don’t even believe 
I’m a good enough guy to be doing it. How-
ever this I can’t get wrong. Not this.”

“I love the Red Sox, I love the fans, this is 
not about them. It’s about the management, 
and we all have shared our united opinion 
on most of them for most of our lives,” says 
Evans. “I appreciate that David Ortiz posted 
the video on his Facebook page. He is a real 
class act.”

 The video is dedicated to his mother. A tree 
has been placed at Winnikinni Park’s entrance 
in her honor in Haverhill.

 “As one will in every state in this country.”
 Every Governor has been approached in 

the United States after Evans requested they 
all issue a Proclamation to bring attention to 
sleep apnea. Only one Governor has refused 
the request.

 Governor Deval Patrick of Massachusetts.

Crooner Brian Evans Sues  
… EVERYBODY!

AROUND THE COUNTRY

Globe, “that pizza was bought with dirty 
money.”

The Globe also misleads it’s readers 
into thinking it cares more about the safety 
of patients than does the Massachusetts 
Board of Registration in Medicine. But it 
runs positive stories about taking money 
from Harvard-associated billionaires who 
kill patients and walk. Naturally, there has 
not been a peep from the American Medi-
cal Students Association either about Wyss 
walking. The students would not want to 
jeopardize their futures at Harvard after all.

In a detailed article last year titled “Bad 
to the Bone”, Fortune magazine lays out the 
effect of taking Wyss’ dirty money on Jens 
Chapman, the Hansjörg Wyss Professor of 
Orthopedics at the University of Washing-
ton. When the Globe’s Carolyn Johnson 
quoted the people at Harvard taking Wyss’ 
dirty money, including Donald Ingber and 
Drew Faust, naturally saying all nice things 

about Wyss and his philanthropy just like 
Jens Chapman, surely she was fully aware 
of what she was doing and did not care.

This week’s ‘Moyers & Company’ on 
PBS showcased a brave young man who 
singlehandedly wrecked the outright sale 
of some of the nation’s National Parks. He 
attended the auction and simply outbid all 
the others for all the lots. The Boston Globe 
itself is on sale this week at an estimated 
$70 million. It would be wonderful if all the 
good people of Massachusetts could pool 
$15 per person and simply purchase the 
Globe outright. At the very least that would 
spare us all from puff pieces by Carolyn 
Johnson and Brian McGrory about Harvard-
approved A-list criminals who did not care 
that frail elderly patients would die.

Dr Padmanabhan is a Board Certified 
neurologist who specializes in multiple scle-
rosis in the Boston area. He may be reached 
at scleroplex@gmail.com

FROM PAGE 26: PROGRESSIVES

In a recent Huckabee show appearance, 
former U.S. Senator, presidential can-
didate, and Fox News contributor Rick 
Santorum defended a new job as CEO of 
a family-friendly movie studio. To host 
Huckabee, Santorum warned (the Left? 
the Right? Huckabee himself?) that the 
enterprise precludes a 2016 run no more 
than the former Arkansas governor’s media 
projects. Indeed, later on Andrea Tantaros’s 
radio show: “I think this is probably a good 
way to spend my time and energy poten-
tially between two runs.” 

Santorum emailed subscribers of his 
post-campaign public advocacy group, 
Patriot Voices, that reaching the masses re-
quires entering through entertainment. Like 
the late Andrew Breitbart, he says culture is 
upstream from politics. Impressed by Echo-
Light Studio’s resources and mission, San-
torum sees a ready market for “films that 
reaffirm the values most American families 
share.” He told The Blaze, “I’m not going 
to be the pastor, but let’s tell the truth about 
how faith is an important part of peoples’ 
lives and how it adds to the story that the 
studios have proven not willing to do.”

At least one other production company 
has already proved worthy of Santorum and 
his cause. For this Fourth of July, Patriot 
Voices is encouraging watch parties – i.e., 
home group screenings – of Our Sacred 
Honor, produced by Citzens United’s Da-
vid Bossie (friend and collaborator of Newt 
Gingrich, whose wife Callista also runs 
Gingrich Productions). 

Citizens United, most notable for pro-
ducing the film on Hillary Clinton that 
spawned a 2010 Supreme Court campaign 
finance decision, partnered with Santorum 
on a film project in 2012 that was circu-
lated by Patriot Voices earlier this year. 
An American exceptionalism (still not a 
Microsoft Word recognized word despite 
years of preoccupation in academe) piece, 

Our Sacred Honor features commentary by 
red-meat conservatives like Michelle Mal-
kin and Mark Levin as well as academics 
from Northeastern, Gettysburg College, the 
University of Dayton, George Washington 
University, and Stanford.

As he often did on the stump, Santorum 
opens the educational documentary with the 
full first sentence of the Declaration of In-
dependence. And as he did prominently in 
companion book American Patriots (think 
Tea Party Profiles in Courage), Santorum 
distinguishes the American Revolution 
from the French. Until reaching Jefferson’s 
Danbury Baptist church-and-state letter (if-
the-Founders-could-hear-us-now angle, set 
to ‘repetitititive’ Philip Glass music), the 
A&E/Discovery/History Channel suited 
film actually tracks U.S. history unoffen-
sively to any state high-school curriculum.

Santorum didn’t release a campaign book 
before the 2012 race. His 2005 It Takes a 
Family, a response to Hillary Clinton’s 
1996 book title from an African proverb, 
could be relevant again with Hillary and 
Rick running in the same presidential cycle. 
It could conceivably be adapted to film as 
a conservative Michael Moore trope-trek 
across a country of broken social institu-
tions, stopping to visit aging Rotary clubs 
and churches turned condo. EchoLight fo-
cuses on non-documentary features, which 
might help Santorum unite more voices. 
Patriot Voices has reached 140,000 people 
in a year toward its one million goal. Com-
ing soon to theaters is The Redemption of 
Henry Myers, a not-so-wild-wild western.

 
Alex Talcott, J.D., 
teaches college and 
high school history 
and international 
studies and is an 
academic advisor to 
undergraduate and 
continuing education 

students. He lives in Durham, New Hamp-
shire. Follow him on Twitter @AlexTalcott

Lights! Camera! Santorum!!
Rick Santorum spoke with The Valley Patriot in the post debate “spin 
room” at the Hopkins Center, Dartmouth College in 2012.

Alex Talcott 
VALLEY PATRIOT PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENT
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CORRUPTION AROUND THE STATE

More than
30 years of

health care
experience -

now available
in Methuen

A Greater Lawrence Family Health Center Site

Methuen Family Health Center

Laxmi Ramesh, MD
Family Medicine

Located conveniently
within Holy Family Hospital

Scan with your mobile device for more information.

 The Massachusetts State Ethics Com-
mission has fined former Mass Health 
CEO Philip Poley for admitting to repeat-
edly violating Mass. General Law chapter. 
268A, the conflict of interest law. Pursuant 
to the Agreement, Poley, a former Brook-
line resident, paid a $25K civil penalty 
pursuant to an agreement between Poley, 
a former Brookline resident and the Ethics 
Commission. 

 Poley admitted that he violated the 
law by contacting managers at Accenture, 
an international technology and business 
consulting firm, to discuss and negotiate 
prospective employment with Accenture, 
while also working on a MassHealth/
UMass Medical School (“UMass”) project 
on which Poley solicited Accenture’s 
involvement.

Poley also admitted to violating the 
conflict of interest law after leaving his 
state position by working as an Accen-
ture employee on matters relating to the 
MassHealth/UMass project.

“Simply put, public employees cannot 
use their public positions and responsi-
bilities to leverage private employment 
opportunities,” said Executive Director 
Karen L. Nober. “Contacts with potential 
employers must be disclosed before public 
employees may take any action involving 
those entities, and in certain circumstances, 
they must abstain entirely from matters af-
fecting a potential employer.”

 According to the Agreement between 
Poley and Ethics in August 2009, Poley 
began working on a proposal to develop 
a MassHealth Analytics Unit (“Analytics 

Unit”) at UMass to analyze and manage 
Medicaid data.

In October 2009, Poley sent the proposal 
to a managing director at Accenture, who 
shared it with several colleagues.

In November 2009, Poley met with 
Accenture representatives to discuss the 
Analytics Unit.

An Accenture manager who had at-
tended the meeting emailed his colleagues 
to tell them that MassHealth wanted to 
outsource the creation of the Analytics Unit 
to UMass, which would then “contract di-
rectly with Accenture” on how to create it.

Over the course of several months, 
Poley had periodic contact with Accenture 
executives regarding the project and was 
actively involved in its development. In July 

Former MassHealth CEO. Philip Poley Fined $25K for Conflict of Interest 

Windham Professionals, Inc. is a national debt management 
company with offices located in Salem, NH and Woburn, MA. 
We are family owned and operated, looking for professionals 
like you to join our winning team!

Student Loan and Commercial Collections Wanted!

RESPONSIBILITIES would include the following:
* Contact consumers via telephone to collect outstanding debt
* Resolve consumer disputes within state and federal regulations
* Follow up on promised payments
* Maintain assigned accounts

EDUCATION and/or EXPERIENCE:
* High School diploma or general education degree (GED)
* Related collections, telemarketing, sales experience a plus
* High level of communications skills a must

POSITION BENEFITS:
* Casual dress attire and flexible scheduling
* Competitive pay and bonus potential
* Outstanding benefits

WANT TO APPLY?
* Resumes are welcomed year round at hr@windhampros.com

380 Main Street, Salem, NH 03079 800-969-0059 EOE/AA Employer

Windham Professionals, Inc. is a national debt management 
company with offices located in Salem, NH and Woburn, MA. 
We are family owned and operated, looking for professionals 
like you to join our winning team! 

Student Loan and Commercial Collectors Wanted! 

RESPONSIBILITIES would include the following: 
• Contact consumers via telephone to collect outstanding debt 
• Resolve consumer disputes within state and federal regulations 
• Follow up on promised payments 
• Maintain assigned accounts  

EDUCATION and/or EXPERIENCE:
• High school diploma or general education degree (GED) 
• Related collections, telemarketing, sales experience a plus 
• High level of communication skills a must 

POSITION BENEFITS:
• Casual dress attire and flexible scheduling
• Competitive pay and bonus potential
• Outstanding benefits

WANT TO APPLY?
• Resumes are welcomed year round at hr@windhampros.com

380 Main St. Salem, NH 03079 800.969.0059 EOE/AA Employer 

2010, UMass sent a Request for Propos-
als (“RFP”) to Accenture for management 
consultant services for the project. No other 
companies were contacted or invited to 
respond. Accenture submitted a proposal in 
July, and in November 2010, Accenture and 
MassHealth finalized a $420,000 consulting 
contract for the project.

Around the same time Poley contacted 
Accenture regarding the Analytics Unit 
proposal in the fall of 2009, he began dis-
cussions with Accenture executives about 
his career.

In early 2009, he asked a MassHealth 
colleague who previously worked for Ac-
centure to contact a company executive 
on his behalf and say that Poley wanted 
to have a “confidential conversation… to 
explore career alternatives.”

As the Analytics Unit project’s devel-
opment progressed – leading up to the 
$420,000 sole source contract between 
UMass and Accenture – Poley eventually 
began negotiating with Accenture regard-
ing a potential job title and compensation.

In early June 2010, Poley was told that 
he had successfully cleared Accenture’s 
internal conflict of interest review. On June 
29, 2013, Poley and Accenture scheduled 
interviews, which took place in early July.

On June 29, 2010, Poley filed a dis-
closure with the EOHHS Undersecretary 
and with the State Ethics Commission 
regarding his employment discussions with 
Accenture. Poley’s appointing authority 
promptly removed him from any further 
participation in the Analytics Unit project.

Poley left MassHealth on August 12, 
2010, and began work for Accenture as a 
senior manager on September 16, 2010, 
earning a base annual salary of $185,000, 
with the potential to earn additional per-
formance bonuses. After joining Accen-
ture, on several occasions, Poley provided 
advice and guidance to his fellow Accen-
ture employees regarding the contract with 
UMass.

 Section 23(b)(3) of the conflict of inter-
est law prohibits a state employee from 
acting in a manner which would cause a 
reasonable person, knowing all the facts, 
to conclude that he may be biased in the 
performance of his official duties.

According to the Agreement, from 
November 2009 to June 29, 2010, Poley 
took official actions in his capacity as the 
MassHealth COO in matters involving 
Accenture, while he was actively seek-
ing future employment with the company. 
Poley did not file a timely disclosure prior 
to taking these actions, and, therefore, 
repeatedly violated Section 23(b)(3).

 Section 6 of the conflict of interest law 
prohibits a state employee from participat-
ing in a particular matter in which, to his 
knowledge, an organization with which 
he is negotiating or has any arrangement 
concerning prospective employment has a 
financial interest.

After Poley began employment negotia-
tions with Accenture, which occurred at 
least as early as April 2010, he participated 
in meetings and decisions related to the 
proposed Analytics Unit project, a particu-
lar matter in which Accenture had a finan-
cial interest. By doing so, Poley repeatedly 
violated section 6.

 Section 5(a) of the conflict of interest 
law prohibits a former state employee from 
receiving compensation from anyone other 
than the Commonwealth or a state agency 
in connection with any particular matter in 
which the Commonwealth or a state agen-
cy is a party or has a direct and substantial 
interest, and in which he participated as a 
state employee.

The Agreement states that Poley, as an 
Accenture employee, repeatedly violated 
section 5(a) by receiving compensation 
from Accenture in connection with the 
Analytics Unit project, a particular matter 
in which he participated as a MassHealth 
employee.



SWEET SUMMERSWEET SUMMER

Sweet Italian sausage, baby spinach, caramelized 
green apples, gorgonzola and mozzarella

C E L E B R A T E

SWEET ORCHARD GRILLSWEET ORCHARD GRILL

•  L I M I T E D  T I M E  O N L Y  •

PIZZA

www.sals-pizza.com

facebook.com/
OfficialSalsPizza

@Sals_Pizza


